
Govt in action as summer 
of discontent beckons
FIRE-FIGHTING MNREGA wages, material dues released to soothe rural distress
HT Correspondent
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Temperatures have 
begun surging past their normal 
levels and a heat wave has taken 
hold in several states, in signs of  
what could become a summer of  
discontent.

The intensifying summer fol-
lows drought and water shortage 
in several parts of  the country, 
which have fuelled widespread 
criticism of  the government.

On Saturday, the Centre 
released `12,230 crore to pay 
wages under the MNREGA 
scheme that had run into back-
logs from the past year.

In pockets of  Maharashtra 
and Telangana, hot weather has 
worsened a drought continuing 
from last year, leading to a water 
crisis. The India Meteorological 
Department has forecast a heat 
wave until Sunday in Bihar, 
Odisha, Jharkhand and the 
Gangetic plains of  West Bengal. 
However, in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, where 111 people 
have reportedly died, there are 
no heat wave conditions, only 
slightly higher-than-normal 
temperatures.

The water crisis has already 
become a raging issue in 
Maharashtra where the high 
court has asked the administra-
tion to move out the IPL cricket 
out of  the state. The court ruled 
that when the people are not get-
ting drinking water, it can’t be 
wasted in watering pitches.

In Later, one of  the worst-
affected areas, the local authori-

ties have imposed orders to pro-
hibit gathering of  more than five 
people near water tanks until 31 
May. The step is aimed to control 
any possible violence over water.

According to the Met office’s 
classification, a heat wave is 
said to exist when the maximum 
temperature of  a place exceeds 
by 4.5 degrees Celsius from its 
normal level.

Hot conditions are likely 
to spread north as the month 
progress, which is standard, 

said BP Yadav, deputy direc-
tor general of  the IMD. “In 
Telengana, Andhra Pradesh 
and Maharashtra, the tempe-
tratures, although higher, are 
close to normal. If  you look 
countrywide, then you’ll find that 
weather in Punjab, Rajasthan and 
Haryana, etc is cooler than what 
it is in south and central India. 
By May, these states will begin 
to heat up. That’s the normal 
pattern,” Yadav said.
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As summer nears, 
IMD announces 
fi rst heat index
Snehal Fernandes
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: As several parts of  
the country experience heat 
waves,  and with summer 
temperatures steadily on the 
rise, India is set to get its own 
heat index.

Starting this month, the India 
Meteorological Department 
( I M D )  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
will introduce a heat index for 
the country. 

The index will be available 
on the IMD website, and will 
be updated every three hours 
across all weather stations.

A heat index – a measure 
of  how hot it really feels – is 
calculated based on actual 
temperatures and relative 
humidity levels. 

“Many times, when the tem-
peratures are low but humid-
ity is high, we feel hotter than 
what the temperature projects. 
And we don’t feel as hot when 
the temperatures are high and 
humidity levels are low,” said BP 
Yadav, director general, meteor-
ology, IMD, Delhi. 

“The index will give citizens 
accurate and updated infor-
mation on the heat conditions 
specific to their areas.”

THE BIG STORY

LIVING UNDER 
THE ARC LIGHTS
TV actor Pratyusha 
Banerjee’s suicide has 
turned the focus on the 
lives of other television 
actors and the realities of 
their profession. >>P8

FACING THE HEAT
As 10 states battle a drought and a heat wave 
intensifies, the toll in the worst-affected areas is rising
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Marathwada and Vidharba in Maharashtra and 
Bundelkhand in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh 
are facing acute drinking water shortage.

I N D I A

Saurabh Duggal
■ saurabh.duggal@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK/PANCHKULA/
BALLABGARH: On a fateful 
September evening in 2007, 
Amit Kumar Saroha’s life 
changed forever. A road 
accident left him with 
severe spinal injuries, con-
fining the sturdy youngster 
to a life on a wheelchair. 
But Saroha, a former junior 
national hockey player, was 
not willing to let fate have 
the final say.

 Amit soon found his call-
ing in para-sports, short for 
‘parallel sports’ for people 
with disability. As he dished 
out a series of  medal win-
ning performances in 
discuss and club throw, 
including in international 
events, awards and acco-
lades followed. His disabil-
ity was no longer a burden 
and he was financially inde-
pendent.
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Standing on their feat

■ Para-athletes at the National Para Athletics championship in 
Panchkula.  KARUN SHARMA/HT PHOTO

NIT’s outstation students go home
Ashiq Hussain
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Outstation students of  
National Institute of  Technology 
(NIT) in Srinagar have started 
to trickle out of  the institute 
towards their homes.

After the unrest at the NIT fol-
lowing clashes between students 
and police, several non-Kash-
miri students had expressed 
their desire to go to their homes.   

The NIT officials said that 
according to the directions 
of  the Union human resource 
development ministry they 
have made arrangements for 
students who wanted to go. They 
said their exams, scheduled to 
be held from Monday, would be 
held after their return.

“Six boys were sent to their 
homes on Friday and two more 
left on Saturday,” said NIT reg-
istrar Fayaz Ahmad Mir.

HRD MINISTRY SAYS NO 
TO SHIFTING CAMPUS
SRINAGAR: Union HRD ministry 
has rejected the demand of  pro-
testing students to shift the NIT 
Srinagar campus out of  Kashmir. 
Education minister and senior 
PDP leader Naeem Akhtar said 
all other issues related to the 
campus are being looked into. 
Akhtar said a board of  governors 
will be meeting the students to 
discuss the issue.  >>P7

HT Correspondent
■ letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JEEWAN NAGAR (SIRSA): Playing a 
political masterstroke, Thakur 
Dalip Singh, the estranged 
brother of  Namdhari sect head 
Satguru Uday Singh, pledged 
his support to the Shiromani 
Akali Dal and Bharatiya Janata 
Party — the two ruling parties in 
Punjab and Haryana.

Holding a parallel bhog cer-
emony of  sect matriarch Chand 
Kaur — who was killed on April 
4 at Bhaini Sahib in Ludhiana — 
at his dera at Jeewan Nagar in 
Sirsa, Dalip Singh urged Punjab 
chief  minister Parkash Singh 
Badal and his Haryana counter-
part Manohar Lal Khattar to help 
unite the faction-ridden commu-
nity. Dalip Singh said he is ready 
to touch the feet of  his younger 
brother to unite Namdharis.

But before all this, he fired 
salvos at those trying to “frame” 
him. “I was travelling abroad and 
came back to India in the third 
week of  March. It seems they 

were waiting for my return to 
kill our mother. She was 85 and 
always served the community. 
I used to consider her as our 
head after Satguru Jagjit Singh’s 
demise. I had appealed to her to 
end this bad blood between the 
two sides. But they did not allow 
her to speak to us (for the past 
seven years),” he said.

At the well-attended gather-
ing, he then targeted the coterie 

of  Uday Singh, saying, “Malik 
laarte nahi, chamche lara dete hai
(the owners don’t fight, it is their 
coterie who make them fight). 
They accused me of  murdering 
Avtar Singh Tari, who wanted to 
install Chand Kaur’s son-in-law 
Jagtar Singh or her grandson 
Jai Singh. So who had a motive? 
I have already been banished 
from Bhaini Sahib,” he said.
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Dalip Singh shows his cards, 
vows support to SAD, BJP

Though the Sirsa DC had 
refused to interfere, after a 
delegation of  Uday Singh’s 
supporters had asked the 
district administration 
to stop the Thakur 
Dalip Singh faction 
from holding a parel-
lel bhog ceremony, of  
Chand Kaur, hectic 
parleys were 
held before the 

permission was granted for 
the event. Police wanted 
the dera to defer the event 
and hold it after the bhog 

ceremony at Bhaini 
Sahib on Sunday. , 
“They wanted me to 
defer it. How can a son 

be refused the right to 
pay last respects to 

his mother?” said  
Dalip Singh. >>P2

NAMDHARI MATRIARCH’S BHOG

CONGRESS INVITES 
NITISH FOR BAISAKHI 
EVENT IN PUNJAB
In a surprise move, the 
Congress invited Bihar 
chief minister Nitish Kumar 
to participate in the 
Baisakhi fair in Bathinda 
on Apil 14, which will be 
attended by the Congress, 
Aam Aadmi Party and 
Shiromani Akali Dal.  >>P6

mustread

SHOE HURLED AT KEJRI

■ An activist of Aam Adami Sena gesticulates after throwing a 
shoe at Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal in New Delhi on 
Saturday. Kejriwal announced the details of odd-even 
restrictions that comes into force for the second time in the 
city on April 15.  >>P7 VIPIN KUMAR/ HT PHOTO
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WILL-KAT TO TOUCH DOWN IN MUMBAI TODAY
ROYAL COUPLE’S FIRST INDIA VISIT TO BE A WEEK-LONG AFFAIR >ht nation p14

CHENNAI: Will Tamil Nadu go the 
Bihar way? 

Chief  minister and AIADMK 
chief  J Jayalalithaa said Saturday 
she would ban liquor in the south-
ern state if  voted back to power. 

But, she said, prohibition would 
be introduced in phases as it could 
not be achieved with a “single 
signature”. “Timings of  liquor 
shops will be reduced, bars will 
be closed, rehabilitation centres 
opened and the number of  liquor 
outlets reduced,” she said at a rally, 
kicking off  her poll campaign.

Targeting her arch-rival, 
DMK chief  M Karunanidhi, 
who also supports prohibition, 
Jayalalithaa said it was he 
who lifted the ban in 1971 and 
introducing a generation to 
liquor. HTC

JAYA PROMISES 
‘DRY’ TN IF VOTED 
BACK TO POWER

Press Trust of India
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK:  Asserting that 
women in workplaces and soci-
ety deserve equal treatment, 
PepsiCo’s India-born CEO Indra 
Nooyi said she “hates” being 
called “sweetie” or “honey” and 
women should be respected as 
individuals and not addressed 
by such names.

“We still have to have equal 
treatment. I hate being called 
sweetie or honey at times, 
which I still am called. 
All that has got to go. 
We have got to be 
treated as executives 
or  people  rather 
than honey, sweetie, 
b ab e.  T h at  h a s  t o 
change,” Nooyi said 
on Friday at the 

Women In the World Summit.
Nooyi said women have been 

in the “revolution mode” for 
many years, from getting entry 
into the “boys club” to demand-
ing parity in pay. She said women 
have “clawed” their way into 
the workplace by getting their 
degrees, good grades in school, 
which made male counterparts 
“take note of  us”. “We clawed 
our way into the revolution in 
this workplace. Then we needed 
parity in pay, not yet there, we are 
still fighting for that,” she said.

She said experts need to 
address why women com-

pete with women in the 
workplace when they 
should instead be helping 

each other out. She also 
pointed out that women 

often do not take 
feedback from 
other women 
positively.

Hate being called 
sweetie or honey at 
workplace: Nooyi

■ Indra Nooyi


