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Foreword

| am very pleased to introduce the first Human Development Report for Punjab.
Human development is defined by the United Nations Development Programme
as enlarging the range of people’s choices. The most critical of these wide ranging
choices are to live a long and healthy life, be educated and to have access to
resources required for decent standard of living.

Punjab has the distinction of being one of the most prosperous state in the country.
India’s transition from a food importing country to a country not only self-sufficient
in food grains but as a food exporter, is in large measure a success of the Green
Revolution spearheaded by Punjab. The state also has high levels of achievement
in education and health sectors. However, there is still a lot of scope for
improvement.

The gains of development have not benefited all equally. The Punjab Human
Development Report highlights the disparities in the levels of achievement among
the various sections of the society. | am confident that this report would enable
the formulation of future strategies for further improving the human development
attainments in Punjab.

| would like to thank the Planning Commission, Government of India, and the
United Nations Development Programme for all the assistance and support
provided for the preparation of this report and look forward to future cooperation
in following up the messages of this report. | also thank the ‘Sanket’ and Economic
& Statistical Organisation, Punjab, Department of Planning, for preparing this report.
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August 28, 2004 (Captain Amarinder Singh)



SURINDER SINGLA

Finance & Planning Minisier, Punjab

Message

Punjab has a creditable record of development. It is the trendsetter state in the
green revolution strategy adopted during mid-sixties. It is not only the country’s
largest granary but also plays a crucial role in defending India against military
aggression. India’s journey from a country, which had to import food-grains to
one, which now produces a food surplus has been led by Punjab. The enterprise
and hard work of the Punjabi farmer and the support provided by both Central &
State Governments have contributed in crucial ways to Punjab’s agricultural
dynamism.

However, amidst prosperity, pockets of deprivations remain amongst sections
and areas. In other words, the benefit of development has not reached equally
to various sections of the population or to people living in different regions of
the State. In particular progress has been uneven in the field of education, health
& nutrition despite the remarkable growth of the economy. In this background
under the dynamic leadership and guidance of the Hon'ble Chief Minister, the
State Government had undertaken the preparation of the first Human Development
Report as part of its commitment to “people-centred” development. This report
is an important research-cum-policy document, which focuses on the current
levels of the achievement, area of the concern and possible ways of progress
with reference to crucial socio-economic indicators. The purpose of the report
is to provide an independent and objective assessment of the status of human
development within the state to help in deciding inter-sectoral as well as inter-
regional financial allocations and enable us to identify areas that require particular
policy attention. With this in mind | am extremely pleased to share the report
with the people of Punjab and all who have stake in the future progress of this
strategic state.

August 31, 2004 (Surinder Singla)
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Planning Commission

Message

We congratulate the Government of Punjab for preparing its first Human
Development Report.

The state of Punjab occupies an extremely important position in India. India’s
transition from a food Importing country to a country not only self-sufficient in
food grains but as a food exporter has been spearheaded by Punjab.

Yet, as the report highlights, the remarkable achievements of the state have not
been equitable. Development in Punjab has had a gender dimension, a class and
caste dimension and even a geographical dimension to it. The Punjab Human
Development Report analyses the challenges faced by agriculturists, the backward
sections, the migrants and women in the state.

Punjab is at a more advanced stage of development than most other Indian states
and is currently facing second generation development challenges, The state
can once again lead the nation by demonstrating how to overcome these
challenges, as it did during the Green Revolution.

We once again felicitate the Government of Punjab for preparing its Human
Development Report and hope that the report will give an impetus to the
Government's effort towards equitable development.
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Rohini Nayyar Maxine Olson

Adviser (RD), Planning Commission UNDP Resident Representative &
Government of India UN Resident Coordinator
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