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PART-I

1) ECONOMIC SITUATION

Introduction:

The "Economic Review of Tripura, 2012-13" is the 14th in an un-
interupted series that focuses and analyses the development trend as
well as progress achieved in different sectors of the State's economy
during the plan period of 2012-13. It also shows the overall macro-eco-
nomic performances, thrust areas for development as well as trend of
the State's economy during the fiscal year of 2012-13.

This issue analyses on new initiatives, potential areas covering all
eight districts as well as constraints faced in the process of economic
development of the State.

In 2012-13, the State had 8-Districts, 23-Sub-divisions, 45-Blocks
and also one Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council (TTAADC)
created under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

Background:

The erstwhile princely State of Tripura merged with the Indian Un-
ion after independence on the 15th October 1949 and became a Union
Territory without a legislature with effect from November 1, 1956 and a
popular ministry was installed in Tripura on July 1, 1963. Tripura be-
came a full fledged State on the 21st January, 1972.

Tripura is the third smallest State of India located in the north east-
ern region of the country. It has diverse range of topography, people,
flora and fauna. The State is a landlocked and hilly with altitudes vary-
ing from 15 to 940 meters above sea level, though majority of the popu-
lation live in the plains. It is situated between latitudes 22°56' and 24°32'
North, and longitudes 90°09' and 92°20' East. It has an area of 10,491.69
sq. km.

Tripura is a land-locked State, surrounded by Bangladesh on its
north, south and west. The length of its international border with Bang-

4




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

ladesh (erstwhile East Pakistan) is about 856 Km (84 percent of its total
border); while it shares 53 Km border with Assam and 109 Km border
with Mizoram. Tripura is connected with the rest of the Country by only
National Highway-44, which runs through the hills to Cachar in Assam.

The State has a tropical climate and receives adequate rainfall dur-
ing the monsoons. The local flora and fauna bear a close affinity and
resemblance with floral and faunal components of Indo-Malayan and
Indo-Chinese sub-regions. The State is located in the bio-geographic
zone of 9B-North-East hills and possesses an extremely rich bio-diver-
sity. There are 379-species of trees, 320-shrubs, 581-herbs, 165-climb-
ers, 16-climbing shrubs, 35-ferns, 45-epiphytes and 4-parasites. The
rare plants of Tripura have been put to 18 numbers. There are 266
species of medicinal plants in the State (68-trees, 39-shrubs, 71-herbs
and 88-climbers). There are 90 mammal species in Tripura and in the
aquatic ecosystem 47 species of fish have been found. As per last Cen-
sus of Wild Life conducted in 1989, there were 39 leopards, 182 el-
ephants and 92 bisons in the State.

The prominent hill ranges of the State are Jampui, Sakhantang,
Longtharai, Atharamura, Baramura, Deotamura, Belkum and Kalajhari.
The 'Betling Shib' (939 meters), situated in the Jampui Range, is the
highest peak of Tripura. The important forest products include Sal, Teak,
Gamai, Gurjan and Champa. Bamboo is available in the State abun-
dantly, and is traditionally being used for a variety of purpose by the
tribal people. The Gumati, Howrah, Dhalai, Muhuri, Feni and Juri are
the major rivers which swell in monsoon but become shallow during the
rest of the year.

Effect of the Partition of the Country on Tripura:

The partition of India in 1947 had an enormous and enduring im-
pact on the process of social and economic development of Tripura. The
partition was perhaps the largest movement of evicted people in modern
history. It witnessed a heavy influx of refugees into Tripura from erst-
while East Pakistan, now Bangladesh, who arrived with little wealth in
hand. On the otherhand, the partition resulted in a huge infrastructural
and economic set back for Tripura. The State's resources came under
severe strain due to heavy influx of refugees into the State from erst-
while East Pakistan, mainly due to its long international border.
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It lost all its rail-heads-to the west, south and north-as they fell in
East Pakistan, now Bangladesh, and the State was then cut off from In-
dia's railway network.

The distance by road from Agartala to Kolkata was less than 350 km
before partition. After partition, the route to Kolkata via Siliguri land cor-
ridor became 1,700 km long. The partition thus aggravated the geo-po-
litical isolation of Tripura and indeed, of the entire north eastern region.

Demographic profile:

The Registrar General of India has released the final population
figures for Census-2011.The population of Tripura for 2011 was
36,73,917, out of which 18,74,376 males and 17,99,541 females.The
data of Census-2011 shows that Tripura ranks eighteenth in terms of
density of populatin at all India level. Among the north-eastern states,
Tripura remained the second highest populous State after Assam.

The population density of Tripura in 2011 was 350 persons per sq.
km., which means that 45 more people live in a sq. km. area in the State
then they lived a decade ago. The population density for all India in
2011 was 324.

The Census- 2011 data reveals that the sex ratio was 960 as against
948 (per 1000 males) in 2001. This is a positive improvement in sex ratio
in the State and it rose from 945 (per 1000 males) in 1991 to 948 (per
1000 males) in 2001 and further to 960 in 2011.

Literacy: The literacy and education are reasonably good indicators
of development in a society. The literacy rate for Tripura in 2011 works
out to 87.22 percent for the population seven years and above against
73.20 percent in 2001 and 60.44 percent in 1991. The corresponding
figures in 2011 for males and females were 91.5 percent and 82.7. per-
cent, respectively. At the State level, gap in male-female ratio in the State
has been reduced to 8.8 percent in 2011 as against 17.01 percent in
2001.

Tripura has achieved a high level of literacy at all India level and
ranked fourth among the States after Kerala, Mizoram and Goa in 2011.
As per recent study conducted by the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI),
Kolkata the literacy rate stands at 95.16 percent in 2013. The ISI, Kolkata
has also appreciated the present level of literacy including the women
literacy in the State.




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

Scheduled Tribes: The population of Tripura is characterized by so-
cial diversity. The people of the Scheduled Tribes (ST) comprise about
one-third of the population. As per Census-2011, ST population of the
State was 11,66,813 which is 31.8 percent of the total population of the
State. There are 19- sub tribes among the ST population of the State
with their own cultural identity, namely i) Tripuri, ii) Reang, iii) Jamatia,
iv) Chakma, v) Lusai, vi) Mog, vii) Garo, viii) Kuki, ix) Chaimal, x) Uchai,
xi) Halam, xii) Khasia, xiii) Bhutia, xiv) Munda, xv) Orang, xvi) Lepcha,
xvii) Santal, xviii) Bhil and xix) Noatia.

The Census-2011 data reveales that the overall ST literacy rate
reached to 79.05 percent from earlier 56.50 percent in 2001. The ST
literacy rate has significantly increased during intra-census period of
2001-2011 in the State,i.e, about 22.55 percent,which was quite im-
pressive

Schedule Castes: The Census-2011 data shows that SC population
of the State was 6,54,918 (17.8 percent). The total SC male was 3,34,370
and SC female was 3,20,548. The demography of Scheduled Castes in
the State is not confined to any particular 'paras' or 'bastis'. The SC
literacy rate has increased to 89.45 percent in 2011 from earlier level of
74.68 percent in 2001. During intra-census period of 2001-2011 an in-
crease of 14.77 percent was noticed for SC literacy.

The following Table shows district level area, population, literacy,
sex ratio and density based on Census-2011 final data.

Table : 1.2.
Districts Area in | Total Literacy | sex ratio Density
sq.km. population (females per | (per sq.km)
1000 males)
West 942.55 918200 91.07 970 974
Shepahijala | 1044.78 |483687 84.68 952 463
Khowai 1005.67 | 327564 87.78 957 326
Gomati 1522.8 441538 84.53 959 290
South 1534.2 430751 84.68 956 281
Dhalai 2400 378230 85.72 944 158
Unokati 591.93 276506 86.91 972 467
North 1444.5 417441 87.90 963 289
Tripura 10486.43| 3673917 |[87.22 960 350
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The following table shows the key vital statistics of the State during

1951-2011.

Table : 1.3.
Year 1951 1971 | 1981 (1991 | 2001 | 2011
Population (in lakhs) 6.46 15.56 | 20.53(27.57 | 31.99 | 36.73
Density of population 62 148 196 | 263 305 350
(per sq.km)
Schedule Tribes (lakhs) |2.37 4.51 5.84 |8.53 9.93 11.66
Schedule Castes (lakhs) | 0.40 1.93 3.10 |4.51 5.56 6.54

NR=Not released.
Source: - Census Reports , RGI, Govt. of India.

Vital rates:

The data of latest Sample Registration Survey (SRS) of Registrar Gen-
eral of India for 2012 reveals that the estimated birth rate in the State
was 113.9 per thousand population, which is much lower than all India
figures of 21.6 per thousand population. In 2012, the death rate of the
population was 4.8 per thousand population against similar rate of 7.0
at all India level. The infant mortality rate posted at 28 per thousand
population in the State against similar rate of 42 per thousand popula-
tion at all India level in 2012.

Life expectancy:

The Tripura Human Development Report-2007 indicates that in
2001 the life expectency at birth for males and females in the State was
71 and 74 years, which is higher than the national average of 61 years
for males and 62.5 years for females, respectively.

Socio-economic senario:

The State is characterised by geographical isolation, poor infrastruc-
ture facilities, communication bottlenecks, inadequate exploitation of
natural resources (natural gas, rubber, forest etc.), low capital forma-
tion, almost non-existence of industry and high level of incidence of pov-
erty and un-employment.

The economy of Tripura had suffered from disturbed conditions of
extremism and insurgency over the last two decades, which directly hin-
dered the human safety as well as economic development process in the
recent past. The State has now come out from that disturbed phase
arising out of law and order. On the otherhand, State's economy is basi-
cally agrarian. More than 50 percent of its population depend on agricul-
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ture and contribution of agriculture and allied activities to the Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) is about 23 percent.

Liberalisation and reforms of the Indian economy initiated in 1990s
with the proclaimed objective to accelerate industrial growth as well as
maintaining the inclusive growth in the country has not given the much
needed boost for industrial growth in the State. Although, the data of 5th
Economic Census indicates a rise in economic establishments between
1998 and 2005 in the State, these are basically own account establish-
ments, i.e., without hiring any workers.

Natural gas deposits are among the most important feature of
Tripura's natural resource base. Natural gas-based thermal power plants
have already been set-up at Barmura in Khowai District and Rokhiain in
Sepahijala District. The 726-MW gas based thermal power project at
Palatana near Udaipur in Gomati District has been started with help of
Oil Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) and another 104-MW gas based
thermal power project at Monarchak in Sepahijala District has been
taken-up by North Eastarn Eletric Power Corporation Ltd. (NEEPCO).

Most of the parts of the State are rural and about 74 percent of the
State's population live in rural areas. The upliftment of rural poor as well
as improvement in the quality of life of the economically weaker section
of the society has been one of the basic objectives of development plan-
ning in the State. Tripura is the second highest densely State among the
north-eastern region after Assam. Over 60 percent of the States' area is
classified as forest area leaving about 27 percent for cultivation. The
State has many rain-fed, non-perrenial rivers and streams flowing into
neighbouring Bangladesh.

The following table shows the administrative set-up by districts of
the State in 2013.

Table-1.4.

Districts Sub- Blocks | Panchayats | Revenue | TTAADC | AMC/

Divisions Villages Vilages | NP
West Tripura | 3 9 90 96 77 4
Shepahijala 3 7 112 119 52 3
Khowai 2 6 55 78 58 2
Gomati 3 8 70 134 95 2
South Tripura | 3 8 99 138 70 3
Dhalai 4 8 41 146 96 2
Unokati 2 4 59 78 28 2
North Tripura | 3 8 69 89 51 2
Tripura 23 58 595 878 527 20
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The State scores well in terms of literacy, birth rate and death rate.
It is evident from the fact that the State's birth rate, death rate, infant
mortality rate, total fertility rate as well as literacy rate are above the
national standard. Despite poor financial resources of its own, the State
could ensure providing its share of liabilities against almost all the Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes.

For last couple of years since 2006, the state in particular and the
country as a whole is experiencing high price rise. Infact, price influ-
ences both quantum and pattern of consumption. Price affects every
individual and variation in price changes reflects directly in the economy.
In practice, the price changes in goods and services effect different seg-
ment of people, differently.

The year-on-year inflation based on CPI for Industrial Workers shows
that the general inflation has reached at 8.33 percent in March 2013
and in June 2013 it reached to 8.57 percent

Low availability of infrastructure has made the process of economic
development extremely difficult for this backward State. The NH-44, the
lifeline of Tripura, is frequently disrupted in the rainy season due to
land slides near Patharkandi in Assam and Sonarpur in Meghalaya which
is a perennial problem for the State. The railway link is extremely poor,
although Agartala the capital city has recently been connected with the
railway network by metre gauge. Moreover, the State does not have any
water transport system.

Due to the increase in population and consequent addition to the
labour force, the supply of labour continues to outstrips the demand
resulting in rise of un-employment and under employment at an alarm-
ing rate. The un-employment situation in the State has assumed alarm-
ing proportion. Total job seekers in the Employment Exchanges of the
State were 5,99,619 on March 2013.

The nature of the existing employment pattern in Tripura can also
be found from the 5th Economic Census results. It is revealed from the
report that about 3,85,708 persons were working in 1,89,423 establish-
ments in 2005 against 2,68,257 persons in 1,04,427 establishments in
1998. Out of the total workers of 3,85,708 persons in 2005, 2,59,910
(67.38 percent) were in rural areas and remaining 1,25,798 (32.61 per-
cent) were in the urban areas. As per the report, the total hired workers
in 2005 were 2,05,397 ,i.e. 53.25 percent of the total workers.
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The maximum number of workers were found engaged in retail trade-
28.21 percent, followed by manufacturing- 18.60 percent, public ad-
ministration-14.54 percent, education-14.40 percent and other commu-
nity and personal services-4.84 percent totalling to 80.59 percent of the
total employments in the non-agriculture sector of the State in 2005.

Economy:

The economy of Tripura is characterized by high rate of poverty, low
per-capita income, low capital formation, in-adequate infrastructure fa-
cilities, geographical isolation and communication bottleneck, inadequate
exploitation and use of forest and mineral resources, low progress in
industrial field and high un-employment problem.

The economy of Tripura is agrarian. More than 50 percent of its
population depends on agriculture for livelihood and contribution of ag-
riculture & allied activities to the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP)
is 23 percent. The land available for cultivation is relatively restricted.
Terrain and forest cover are such that only 27 percent of geographical
area is cultivable.

The average annual growth rate in real terms of Gross State Domes-
tic Product (GSDP) at 2004-05 prices or in real terms for 2012-13 (A) was
8.2 percent. There is no denying the fact that the State has put efforts for
ensuring sustainable economic growth after having serious law and or-
der set-backs by augmenting better fiscal consolidation and economic
development, which has also been appreciated by the Planning Com-
mission of India in-particular and other Central Ministries.

The Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) at current prices increased
from Rs.8,903.53 crore in 2004-05 and to Rs.11,797.07 crore in 2007-08
and to Rs.20,981.74 crore in 2011-12 (P) and to Rs.23,854.70 crore in
2012-13 (A).

The per capita income of the State also rose steadily from Rs.24,394
in 2004-05to Rs.31,111 in 2007-08 and to Rs.46,050in 2010-11 and to
Rs.60,963 in 2012-13 (A).

The following table shows the per-capita income of the State with
2004-05 new base during 2004-05 to 2012-13.
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Table- 1.5.
Year 2004-05 new base (in Rs)
2004-05 24,394
2005-06 26,668
2006-07 29,081
2007-08 31,111
2008-09 35,587
2009-10 39,815
2010-11 46,050
2011-12(P) 54,077
2012-13(A) 60,963

P=Provisional,A=Advance & Q=Quick.

The liberalisation and reforms of the Indian economy initiated in
1990s with the proclaimed objective to accelerate industrial growth in
the country has not given the much-needed industrial boost in this back-
ward State. Infact, the State Government still remains the main facilitator
for industrial investments in Tripura.

Although, overall performance of the State's real economy remained
impressive despite its several infrastructural bottlenecks and geographical
isolation as well as higher inflationary pressure, but due to slow down of
the national economy, the economy of the State has come under further
fiscal stretch during the 12th plan period (2012-17).

Households by possession of assets:

Availability of assets to the households like radio/transistor, televi-
sion, computer/laptop, internet, mobile, scooter/moped etc. based on
Census-2011 is presented in the following table.
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Table- 1.6.

Item Number Percentage

Total Rural Urban Total | Rural | Urban
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Total number of
households 8,42,781 | 6,07,779| 2,35,002 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Radio/Transistor 1,07,995| 80,746 27,249 12.8 13.3 11.6
Television 3,77,988 | 2,05,683| 1,72,305 | 44.9 33.8 73.3
Computer/Laptop
with internet 8,612 2,489 6,123 1.0 0.4 2.6
Computer/Laptop
without internet 53,344 1,989 21,355 6.3 5.3 9.1
Landline only 4,05,115| 2,33,957( 1,71,158 | 48.1 38.5 72.8
Mobile only 3,60,143  2,14,022| 1,46,121 | 42.7 35.2 62.2
Both 27,481 9,956 17,525 3.3 1.6 7.5
Bi-cycle 3,31,560 | 2,23,872| 1,07,688 | 39.3 36.8 45.8
Scooter/ Motorcycle/ Moped | 69,463 28,451 41,012 8.2 4.7 17.5
Car/Jeep/Van 18,443 7,839 10,604 2.2 1.3 4.5
None of the specified assets | 2,34,638 | 2,09,711| 24,927 27.8 34.5 10.6

Source: - Census-2011, RGI.
Opportunities:

Low availability of infrastructure, as indicated above, has made the
process of economic development extremely difficult. The State has the
strengths, which are required to be exploited for ensuring sustained eco-
nomic development by increasing the gainful employment. The North
Eastern Region of India is close to the South East Asian Region and their
experiences may be utilized for faster pace of economic development
with gainful employment opportunities. The Government of India has
also declared the 'Look East Policy' for North Eastern Region.

Development of infrastructure and creation of conditions conducive
for economic development are essential for tapping the investment op-
portunities in the State. The promising sectors of the State's economy
are presented below.

i) Land: High rainfall and good soil offer considerable scope for land-
based economic activities. Creation of irrigation sources and intensive
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land utilisation can give a big boost to development of agriculture and
allied activities in the State. Significant area of the State is under fruit
and plantation crops.

The major crops grown for plantations are tea, rubber, cashew, or-
ange and pineapple, jackfruit, banana, lemon, coconut and arecanut
are largely grown on the homestead. Fruits grow very well in Tripura.
The quality of jackfruit, orange and pineapple are widely recognised.

Tripura grows large quantities of vegetables with potato as the ma-
jor field crop. The yield of potato in Tripura is higher among the North-
Eastern States (17,910 kg/hec). Infact, all vegetables grow well in the
State. Therefore, the State has potential for high value horticultural crops
and food processing.

ii) Rubber and tea: Tripura is the second largest producer of natural
rubber after Kerala. It is estimated that about 1,00,000 hectares can be
brought under the rubber plantations in the State. Infact, this sector
holds considerable potentiality for the development of the State espe-
cially in hilly rural areas. The productivity of rubber in the State is around
1200 kg/ha/year, which is quite high. Total producton of rubber in 2012-
13 was 37,277 MT and area under rubber was 61,231 hectors in the
State.

The suitable land and climate conditions offer good potential for
development of tea industry in the State. Tripura, a traditional tea grow-
ing area, has 55-tea gardens covering an area of 7482.27 hectares. Tea
produced in the State has good blending qualities. The production of
bio-tea, which does not have any chemical residue, has been taken up
as special venture.

The rubber and tea plantation activities have a special socio-eco-
nomic significance in rehabilitation of shifting cultivators, i.e., jhum cul-
tivation done by the tribals of the State. Tripura is the second largest
producer of rubber in the country.

iii) Natural gas: The estimate of ONGC reveals that out of a prognos-
ticated reserve of 400 Billion Cubic Meters (BCM), approximately 16
BCM natural gas is recoverable from the State. In 2011-12, the ONGC
has produced 644 mcm natural gas from the State. The natural gas is
available in non-toxic form, with about 94 percent methane. Availability
of natural gas provides scope for setting up units for producing power,
chemicals and fertiliser based industries in the State.
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iv) Border Trade with Bangladesh: Tripura has 84 percent of its bor-
der common with the neighbouring country of Bangladesh. Trade with
Bangladesh for exporting of agricultural produces, medicines, cycle parts
etc across the border needs to be promoted. On 11th January 2012, an
Indo-Bangala Business meet was held at Agartala, where-in Smti. Sheikh
Hasina, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh chaired the meet. Besides,
future trade with the Southeast Asian countries may also boost the eco-
nomic development of the State.

In January 2010, an agreement was signed between India and Bang-
ladesh for promotion of larger foreign trade with Bangladesh through the
Land Custom Stations of Tripura.

v) Tourism: Tourism based on wildlife, forest and hindu/buddhist
religious places have good potential in the State. Presently, promotion of
tourism has been affected by inadequate infrastructure. The develop-
ment of tourism related infrastructure facilities are essential and pre-
requisite for promotion of tourism in the State.

vi) Industries: Creation of special economic zones, industrial estates,
bio-tech parks, food parks, IT parks, railway and road projects will pro-
vide large scale employment opportunities to illiterate, literate, unskilled,
semiskilled and skilled workers. Besides, utilisations of vast gas re-
sources, rubber etc. will generate sizeable employment opportunities
and income.

vii) Vocational courses: The introduction of vocational and job-ori-
ented courses need to be introduced in general degree colleges as well
as conventional courses in the State. The un-employed graduates and
postgraduates who are proficient in english may be encouraged for over-
seas employment opportunities, which are increasing day by day.

Weakness:

The State is endowed with vast green forest with hilly slopes and as
a result, soil erosion is common and soil nutrients including humus get
eroded.

Partition of India in 1947 choked off Tripura's major lines of trans-
port and communication by severing inland waterway, roadways and rail-
way networks. Tripura is now remote and isolated within India. The Par-
tition thus aggravated the geo-political isolation of Tripura and indeed,
of the entire North Eastern Region.
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State's economy is characterized by high rate of poverty, low per-
capita income, low capital formation, in-adequate infrastructure facili-
ties, geographical isolation and communication bottleneck, inadequate
exploitation and use of forest and mineral resources, low progress in
industrial field and high un-employment problem.

Industrialisation in the State is yet to take off and industry sector is
not able to open un-employment opportunities despite the State Gov-
ernment's efforts for creation of a comprehensive base for industrializa-
tion. On the other hand, agriculture sector has become stagnant and is
not ready to absorb the growing demand for employment.

Liberalisation and economic reforms of India introduced since 1990
have had a limited impact on the industrial development of the State.
The economy of the State continues to remain agrarian.

Fiscal management:

The Government of Tripura continued to make progress in fiscal
correction and consolidation programme during 2012-13 in-terms of fis-
cal restructuring prescribed by the Finance Commission as well as tar-
gets fixed under the Tripura Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Manage-
ment Act, 2005.

As a part of compliance of the Tripura Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management Act, 2005, Quarterly Review Report of the Finance
Minister has been placed before the Tripura Legislative Assembly dur-
ing 2012-13.

The State Budget for 2012-13 (RE) envisages expenditure of
Rs.7027.49 crore comprising Rs.5212.88 crore of revenue expenditure
and Rs.1483.19 crore of capital expenditure, Rs.312.49 crore public debt
and Rs.18.93 crore payment of loans and advances.

Receipts was expected to Rs.7885.57 crore including Rs.7050.30
crore of revenue receipts and Rs.835.27 crore of capital receipts.

Fiscal reforms:

The 13th Finance Commission has recommended a roadmap for
fiscal correction for Central and State finances. In accordance with the
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projected debt to GSDP ratios over the 13th Finance Commission period
(2010-11 to 2014-15). The fiscal year 2010-11 has been designated as a
year of adjustment. According to the road map except Punjab, all States'
are to eliminate their revenue deficit and curtail their financing gap to 3
percent of GSDP by 2011-12, and maintain the same thereafter.

Fiscal constraints:

The most important fiscal constraint of Tripura is the State's de-
pendence on Central Government for revenue. The Central Government
provides about 85 per cent of the State's revenue. The fiscal condition of
the State is determined to a large extent by the level of central transfers.

Initialy, 12th Finance Commission imposed certain conditions on
States in respect of fiscal performance for qualifying for awards under
various recommendations. As a result debt burden and high interest
rates imposed new levels of fiscal stress on the State's exchequer. De-
spite such fiscal constraints as well as poor financial resources of its
own, the State could perform well and also ensure providing its share of
liabilities of almost all the centrally sponsored schemes till 2009-10.

The recommendation of the 13th Finance Commission has made
the fiscal management more difficult for Tripura since the Commaission
has under assessed the committed requirements of the State Govern-
ment especially the expenditure relating to salary and pension. As a
result, the State Finance has come under severe fiscal stretch and strain.
On the otherhand, State has also limited scope for generation of addi-
tional resources for meeting such committed liabilities as well as main-
taining the positive BCR for sustainable economic development.

The State's Budgetary process has targeted schematic allocation of
resources especially to economic and social sectors covering the State's
share for all Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) as well as additional
resource mobilization by increasing the tax base from existing potential
areas for keeping the fiscal deficit under control. In this background,
understanding of the State's macroeconomic profile is necessary for as-
signing the fiscal priorities and envisioning the economic prosperity of
the State.
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13th Finance Commission:

The 13th Finance Commission had grossly under assessed the
commited requirements of the State Government as specially the ex-
penditure relating to the salary and pension. As a result the State Fi-
nance have come under severe fiscal stress and strain since the State
has also limited scope for generation of additional resources for meeting
such committed liabilities.

Approach of 13th Finance Commission was different from previous
Finance Commissions because a normative formula has been applied
for computation of salary on the base year of 2005-06. On base of 2005-
06, 35 percent increase for pay revision has been considered to work
out figure for 2006-07. For subsequent years, 6 percent increase has
been considered for increment and DA with 1 percent attrition. Moreo-
ver, while assessing salary expenditure, 13th Finance Commission ap-
plied another criterion that salary should not exceed 35 percent of rev-
enue expenditure net of interest and pension. Salary above this ceiling
will have to be reduced by 10 percent every year till it is brought down
below 35 percent. All these factors have actually hurt the State where-in
traditionally salary expenditure has been contributing large proportion
of non-plan revenue expenditure.

Tripura Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 2005:

The State Government continued to pursue fiscal correction and
consolidation for overall improvement of the financial health of the
State.The State Government has enacted the Tripura Fiscal Responsi-
bility and Budget Management Act, 2005 on 25th June 2006 during the
fiscal year 2005-06.

The Act provides the responsibility of the Government of Tripura to
ensure prudence in fiscal management and fiscal stability by progres-
sive elimination of revenue deficit, reduction in fiscal deficit, debt man-
agement consistent with fiscal sustainability.

The prime objectives of the FRBM Act are as follows:

i) To ensure prudence in Fiscal Management.

ii) Fiscal stability by maintaining revenue positive status.
iii) Gradual reduction of fiscal deficit up to 3% of GSDP.
iv) Prudence in debt management.

v) Greater transparency.

vi) Conduct of fiscal policy in a medium term frame-work.
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After enactment of FRBM Act as per recommendation of the 12th
Finance Commission, following actions have been taken in Tripura.

i) Quarterly review reports of the Finance Minister are placed be-
fore the Tripura Legislative Assembly since 3rd Quarter of 2006-
07.

ii) Fiscal policy statements along with fiscal correction path and
disclosures for the years 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11,
2011-12 and 2012-13 have been submitted before the Tripura
Legislative Assembly.

iii) The targets of the FRBM achieved during the period of 12th
Finance Commission with exception of the financial year 2009-
10 which got affected due to revision of pay & pension of the
State Government employees and pensioners, respectively.

Value Added Tax (VAT):

The State Government following the decision of the Empowered Com-
mittee of State Finance Ministers has implemented the state level VAT
from the financial year 2005-06 replacing the earlier sales tax system.
The Value Added Tax is a multi point tax and inspired till the level of
final consumtion of goods. The revenue collection through VAT in the
state is quite encouraging and showed an increasing trend. Moreover, a
large number rates and tax structures in sales tax regime has been re-
duced to only three basic rates i.e., 1 percent, 4 percent and 12.5 per-
cent under VAT.

Approach and strategy of Planning in Tripura:

The State Government has adopted, in 1996, "Approach to People's
Plan in Tripura", taking into account the state's strength, weakness and
opportunities. The salient features are as follows:

Objectives:

i) The priority before the State Government is firstly, the equita-
ble improvement, especially Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled
Castes, Religious Minorities and Other Backward Classes, sec-
ondly, the equitable development of Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Council (TTAADC) areas to the same stand-
ard and level with the rest of Tripura.

ii) Provision for clean drinking water and housing, eradication of
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illiteracy and malnutrition, improving the health standards, elec-
trification and connection by the road of all habitations;

iiij) Additional employment opportunities in non-government sec-
tors:

iv) Realistic and time bound resource based planning and mobili-
zation of additional resources;

v) To attain self-sufficiency in the production of food-grains and
fish as well as double the production of animal inputs, fruits
and vegetables and extension of irrigation.

vi) Involving all sections of the people and their democratically
elected representatives in decentralised planning process so as
to achieve effective balanced development of the State.

vii) Appropriate use of available land and water resources;.
Approch to the 12th five year,2012-17 Plan:-

The union cabinet approved the approach paper that targets 9 per-
cent economic growth during 12th five year plan (2012-17) period. The
theme of the next five year plan would be "faster, sustainable and more
inclusive growth."

Thrust areas for the 12th plan :

The State has adopted multi pronged strategy which focuses on
building infrastructure, strengthening social infrastructure, inclusive and
sustainable growth, social and regional equity, improving quality of life,
capacity building and skilled development, widening livelihood oppor-
tunities, etc. For this, emphasis has been laid on the following:-

i) Reducing Infrastructural deficit- There is a need to bridge the
infrastructural gaps to meet the growing aspiration of the people. Fur-
ther, growth in economic activities is to be supported by robust infra-
structure. The plan approach in Tripura has taken note of the vital
infractural needs like roads, power, drinking water, irrigation etc.

ii) Sustaining growth in agricultural and allied sector: - Dependence
of large population on agri and allied activities and its contribution to the
State Domestic Product make it a priority sector in Planning process.
The sectoral plans have been re-oriented for greater public investment
and capacity building.
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i) Expanding and Strengthening capacity of key social sector:- Health
,education, women and child welfare, nutrition and food security are
critical pillars of sustainable development. Attention has therefore been
paid to the key sectors like health, education and rural development.

i) Inclusiveness:- Flow of adequate benefits to historically disad-
vantage is one of the key under lying theme of the plan document. Thrust
has been laid for public investment for creating equal opportunities for
SC/ST/OBCs and Minorities. This is necessary for there empowerment
and greater participation in development process.

v) Social and regional equity:- There is a need for closing the gap
between the deprived local population and the rest of the country. It is
therefore necessary that there is enough investment for expansion of
social infrastructure for covering the disadvantaged sections,
backward,remote and border areas.

vi) Greater convergenc for improvement in livelihood and income op-
portunities :- Strengths of strong social capital and vibrant democratic
institutions is being laveraged for converging scheme in social sector
such that it leads to sustained livelihood opportunities for the poor and
deprived.

vii) Capacity building and skill development :- Developing capacity
and building strong human resurce base is fundamental necessity for
multiplying the returns from public investment in infrastructural devel-
opment. Emphasis is being laid in building capacity of human resources
for greater employment opportunities.

viii) Institutional decentranization :- Focus on better governance and
deeper involvement of people through net work of de- centralized insti-
tutions at village and Block level.

Priority sector:

The Government of Tripura identified seven priority sectors for overall

development of the State, these are:

i) Agriculture and Irrigation.
ii) Drinking water.

iii) Housing

iv) Road connectivity

\Y| Education

vi) Healthcare and

vii)  Rural Electrification.
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Projection of outlay for 12th Plan:-

Preparation of the 12th Five Year Plan 2012-17, the State Govern-
ment had setup twelve core groups namely, (i Human Resource Devel-
opment (ii) Health (iii) Agriculture and allied Sector, (iv) Forest and envi-
ronment, (v) connectivity, (vi) Power (vii) Industries and Commerce (viii)
Disadvantaged segments, (ix) Urban Development, (x) Tourism, and (xi)
Housing (xii) Other Services for makling and in-depth analysis of rel-
evant issues such as achievements under the plan, existing protential
and steps to be taken for exploiting it for increase in State Domestic
Product (SDP), participation of public and private sectors, use of appro-
priate techonology, generation of employement, etc. for development of
the sector on a sustainable basis.

The recommendations of the 12-core groups and the past trends
have been kept as the basic yardstick for formulating the overall plan
size. Projection of total Plan outlay for the 12th five year plan is kept to
the tune of Rs.31,538.80 core including Rs. 10,737.85 core under Spe-
cial Plan Assistant (SPA)/ Special Central Assistant (SCA).

Perspective Plans:

Maintaining the sustainable development process that can signifi-
cantly accelerate economic growth as well as employment, the State Plan-
ning Board has decided to take-up the 'Perspective Plans' for : i) Agricul-
ture ii) Horticulture iii) Animal Resources iv) Forest v) Fishing and vi)
Irrigation sectors since 2000-01.

Northern Eastern Council (NEC):

In 2012-13, the State has received a fund amounting to Rs.31.81
crore for implementation the NEC projects, out of which an amount of
Rs.35.65 crore was utilized.

Bidhayak Elaka Unnayan Prakalpa (BEUP):

The Government of Tripura has introduced "Bidhayak Elaka
Unnayan Prakalpa" (BEUP) in the year 2001 - 2002 under which every
Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) of the State will have a choice to
suggest to the concerned Sub-Divisional Magistrate works to the tune of
Rs.5.00 lakh in a year. This amount of Rs.5.00 lakh has been increased
to Rs.7.50 lakh in 2004-05, Rs.10.00 lakh in 2005-06 and further to Rs.15
lakh from 2011-12.

The Planning (P&C) Department of the State Government is func-
tioning as a Nodal Department for implementation of BEUP. In 2012-13,
an amount of Rs.900 lakh was released to the 23 Sub-Divisional Magis-
trates covering all sixty assembly constituencies of eight districts.
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Power sector reforms:

The State Government has signed a MoU with Ministry of Power,
Government of India in August, 2003 to reform the power sector in-order
to improve its efficiency. The Power Department has been corporatised
in 2005. The Tripura State Electricity Corporation Limited, a newly formed
Company, registered under the Companies Act, 1956 has started func-
tioning from January, 2005 in Tripura.

After commissioning of Unit-I of Palatana power plant in 2013,
Tripura has become a surplus power surplus State with 50 MW in peak
hour and 100 MW in off-peak hour. The surplus power cluld not be
despatched to other power deficit region of the country due to transmissin
corridor constraint

Forest Dwellers under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Tradi-
tional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006:

To recognize the forest rights of forest dwelling Scheduled
Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers over the forest land
under their occupation for self-cultivation, rights over minor for-
est produce and traditional rights, the Scheduled Tribes and other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006 is being implemented in the State.

The following table depicts the economic benefit provided
during 2008-09 to 2012-13 under the "Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006" in the State.

Table- 1.7.

Sl.No| Item Number
i) Total no of forest rights so far vested 1,20,418
i) Total no of forest rights so far vested to S.T families 1,20,416
iii) Total no of forest rights so far vested to OFD 2

iv) Total quantum of land involved (in hec.) 1,69,298
V) Quantum of land involved for ST families (in hec.) 1,69,297
vi) Quantum of land involved for non- ST families (in hec.) | 0.48

vii) Demarcation of land completed through local bodies 1,17,179
viii) | Pillaring completed 1,12,952
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Externally aided projects:
Japan Bank of International Cooperation (JBIC):

The State has not got benefit of any externally aided project till the
10th Five Year Plan. The Tripura Forest Environmental Improvement
and Poverty Alleviation Project funded by the Japan Bank of Interna-
tional Cooperation have been implemented since 2007-08. It has a project
cost of Rs.399 crore (JBIC loan Rs.334 crore and Government of Tripura's
share Rs.59 crore). The repayment of the loan will start from 10th year
and is to be completed within 40 years. The objective of the project is
poverty reduction of the people dependent on forest resources to be
implemented over eight years. It will be implemented in the Forest Divi-
sions of Sadar, Teliamura, Kailashahar, Udaipur, Bagafa, Kanchanpur
(Pecharthal range) and Gumti (Amarpur range). The project has been
sanctioned by JBIC as 90 percent grant and 10 percent as loan.

Indo-German Development Bi-lateral Cooperation Project:

"Participatory Natural Resource Management in Tripura" project
funded by the German Development Cooperation (KfW) was launched
during 2008-09. The objectives of the project is to "Improve natural re-
source condition supporting enhanced livelihood of forest dependent
communities "through "equitable improvement in the general standard
of living of all section of population, especially Scheduled Tribes, Sched-
uled Castes, Minorities and Backward Classes'.

The project implementation will span over a period of six years start-
ing from 2008-09 involving project cost of Rs.14,000 lakhs and cover a
project area of 3,431 km2 area comprising 65 percent of total forest area
in Dhalai and North Tripura Districts. The target group is 104 villages
covering 48,608 households. The major activities are both through Joint
Forest Management Committees (22,500 hec) and outside Joint Forest
Management areas (7,500 hec).

Public Private Partership (PPP):

The Central Government has been laying emphasis on adoption of
Public Private Partnership (PPP) model for development of infrastruc-
ture. In view of the high incidence of poverty and limited paying capacity,
there are inherent constraints in developing infrastructure under PPP
model. Nevertheless, the Government of Tripura has made sincere at-
tempts in this regard, as a result of which following institutions have
come up with involvement of the private sector in the State.
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i) BRAM Medical College & Hospital,
ii) Lal Path Lab (for pathological test),
iiij)  Installation of MRI scanning (in the GB Hospital),
iv)  ICFAI Tripura University,
\Y| Bhavan's Science College,
vi)  Star Hotel by Ginger Group,
vii)  State Para Medical College.
Development Review, 2012-13:

Overall inflation in the country during 2012-13 remained high both
in rural and urban areas. The increase in prices of primary articles and
mineral oils substantially contributed for high inflation.

The year-on-year inflation based on CPI for Industrial Workers shows
that the general inflation has reached at 8.33 percent in March 2013
and in June 2013 it reached to 8.57 percent.

Inflation started hardening from March 2012. It gradually moved
from 168 in March 2012 to 175 in June 2012 without any sign of declin-
ing tendency and stood at 182 in March 2013. It further reached to 190
in June 2013. The high rate of inflation was mainly due to high increase
of prices in food group and petroleum product since the State is highly
depends on road transportation in-absence of other dependable trans-
port system.

At the national level, high double digit inflation has complicated the
development process in the country. The ongoing surge in prices espe-
cially of food items in the state as well as in the country has significant
implications for the agriculture sector and overall macroeconomic and
financial stability. Agriculture growth has remained much lower than the
growth rates witnessed in the industrial and services sectors at All India
level as well as in the State.

The available estimates of agricultural production for 2012-13 shows
that the production of rice, maize, pulses, oil seed and potato have in-
creased over the previous year. The cropping pattern in Tripura acquires
typical character of hill agriculture as a part of North Eastern Region,
where two distinct and parallel farming system viz i) shifting or jhum
cultivation and ii) settle farming cultivation exists in Tripura. The crop-
ping pattern of the State shows that about 98 percent area is utilized for
food crops and remaining 2 percent area only is under non-food crops.
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Tripura has a total cultivable land of 2,80,000 hectares and irriga-
tion potential of 1,27,000 hectares.Out of the available water resources
79,000 hectares can be brought under assured irrigation through sur-
face water and 48,000 hectares through ground water. Total potential
created upto 31st March, 2013 was 1,11,744 hectares.

The total fish production in the State was 58,655 MT in 2012-13,
which was 53,349 MT in 2011-12. From 2nd Five Year Plan onwards
stress was given to raise fish seeds by adopting hypophysation tech-
nique, as there was no reverine and other sources in the State for collec-
tion of fish seed.

To increase the productivity of existing forests, afforestation over
82,200 hectares has been made till 2012-13. About 946 Joint Forest
Management (JFM) Committees have been formed till 2012-13. An in-
novation scheme of 'Angan-Ban Prakalpa' for productive use of fallow
land in private holding is being implemented by the State Forest
Depatment.

Total number of fair price shops in the State has also increased to
1,755 in March 2013, from 1,651 in March 2011. There are 689 fair
price shops in TTAADC areas and remaining 1,069 fair price shops are
in non-TTAADC areas catering to the needs of 9,46,946 families of the
State under the Public Distribution System (PDS).

In 2012-13, there were 4-Zilla Parishads, 23-Panchayat Samities
and 511-Gram Panchayats under the Tripura Pancyahats Act 1993. The
number of Gram Panchyats have been reduced in recent years due to
expansion of the Urban Local Bodies in the State. In addition, there are
522- elected TTAADC villages. The Government of Tripura devolved
twelve functions to the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) for effective
decentralisation of the Local Self Government.

The Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Gurantee Scheme
(MGREGA) has been implemented in all the four districts of the State.
Till March 2013 the number of job card holders were 6,37,195, which
was 6,01,212 in March 2012. The total mandays generated was 518.51
lakh in 2012-13 against 490.13 lakh in 2011-12.There were 40,530 Self
Help-Groups (SHGs) till 2012-13, out of which Women SHGs were
21,857.

The State has 7-industrial estates, 2-growth centres, 1-export pro-
motion industrial park, 1-food processing technology park, 1-rubber park
and 1-bamboo park.
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The number of Co-operative Societies in the State was 1,605 in 2004-
05 which rose to 1,650 in 2007-08 and further to 1,732 in 2012-13.
Total membership of these cooperative societies was 5.37 lakh in 2004-
05 which rose to 5.38 lakh in 2007-08 and 6.52 lakhs in 2012-13. There
were 123 Co-operative Societies in the State which were run by women.

The State Government has identified 60 places for socio-economic
development of the rural people and identified as Rural Growth Centres.

The State has one Central University and one private University
(ICFAI), 16-General Degree Colleges, 1-Institute of Advanced Studies in
Education, 2-Medical Colleges, 3-Polytechnics, 1-Government Law Col-
lege, 1-Government Music College, 1-Art & Craft College, 1-Agriculture
College, 1-Fisheries College, 1-Veterinary College, 1-Paramedical Col-
lege, 1-Pharmaceutical College, 1-Physical Education College, 3-Nurs-
ing Institutes, 1-State Government Musuem, 1-State Archieves and 24-
Public libraries including Birchandra State Central Library.

In the private sector, apart from the ICFAI University, Tripura the
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's Science College and a Holy Cross General
College are also functioning.

A government medical college has started functioning from August
2006, which is the first medical college in the State, named as Agartala
Government Medical College (AGMC). Setting up of Government Medi-
cal College at Agartala is a significant milestone for the health sector of
the State. Moreover, a private run Medical College has also been set-up
at Agartala in October 2006 as Private Public Partnership (PPP) model in
the State. Earlier In 2007-08, the State Government had set-up one Ag-
ricultural College and one Veterinary College near Agartala.

The State has 2,415- Primary Schools, 1,237- Senior Basic Schools,
588- High Schools and 369-Higher Secondary Schools, 180- Madrassa
are running through out the State in 2011-12. Total 3,91,556 children of
primary stage (I-V) and 2,14,474 children of upper primary stage (VI-VII)
have been benefited under mid-day-meal scheme (khichudi programme)
during 2012-13.

In 2012-13, there were 19-Hospitals, 11-Rural Hospitals and Com-
munity Health Centres, 79-Public Health Centres, 603-Sub-Centres/
Dispensaries including Homeo/Ayurvedic clinics, 7- Blood Banks and
7-Blood Bank centers in the State. The State Government has been pro-
viding basic facility to all section of the society. In addition to these facili-
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ties, the State government has been giving thrust to expand and
strengthen the Homeopathic and Ayurvedic system of medical services
as a complement to the modern medical facilities especially to the poor
in the rural areas.

The following table shows the major health indicator of the State,
2012 vis-a-vis all India.

Table- 1.8.
Sl. | Category All India Tripura
No.
1 Birth rate, 2012 21.6 13.9
D Death rate, 2012 7.1 4.8
3 Natural growth rate, 2012 14.5 9.1
4 Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), 2012 42 28
) Couple Protection Rate (CPR),NFHS-3 56.03 65.08
6 TFR(Total Fertility Rate), NFHS-3 2.68 2.22
t Maternal Mortality Rate, SPP-2000 4.37 4
S Sex ratio, Census-201ssss1 940:1000 960:1000

The installed capacity of power generation was 131 MW and power
generated within the State was 820.72 MU in 2012-13. The power pur-
chased from Central Sector (Grid) was 429.69 MU and total unit sold to
ultimate cusumers in 2012-13 was 998.37 MU in 2012-13. Out of which
maximum power sold for domestic consumption was 365.47 MU fol-
lowed by 98.81 MU for irrigation/public water purposes in 2012-13.
Present peak power demand of the State is 221 MW in 2012-13, out of
which own generation was 106 MW in 2012-13.

In Tripura, total deposit was Rs.11,913 crore against total credit of
Rs.3,868 crore at the end of March 2013. Out of these, the lone Regional
Rural Bank (RRB) the Tripura Gramin Bank had 114 branches. The credit-
deposit ratio of Tripura stood at 32.47 percent against all India similar
credit-deposit ratio of 78.09 percent in March 2013.
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2) POPULATION

he Population
Census provides
valuable informa-
tion about the land

and its people at the given SUEGEE ¥
W’r_ ; v

L]

point of time.It gives snap- =y
shot of not only the demo- |
graphic but also the
economic,social and cultural
profile of the State as well as
the Country. It also gives
trends in the population and
its various characteristics, which are essential inputs for population, work
force, literacy, housing and household basic amenities, urbanisation,
social group, language, migration, religion disable etc.

Census-2011: Census-2011 is the fifteenth in the unbroken series
since 1872 and is the seventh after independence. It was conducted in
two phases viz. i) houselisting & housing census and ii) population enu-
meration done in-collaboration with the respective State Governments.
The first phase of Census in the State was conducted during 26th April
to 10th June 2010. The second phase work was conducted during 9th
to 28th February 2011 with the referrence date fixed at 00:00 hours of
1st March 2011.

The final population of Tripura as on 1st March 2011 was 36,73,917,
out of which 18,74,376 males and 17,99,541 females. The salient fea-
tures of Census-201 1as per final data are as follows:

/O As per Census-2011 final data total population of the State\

was 36,73,917.
O State ranks eighteenth in terms of density of population in
the Country although it is third smallest State.

O Literacy rate has gone up to 95.16 percent in 2013.
O Sex ratio has increased to 960 in 2011.
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i)

ii)

i)

iv)

vi)

vii)

viii)

The population of Tripura has increased 4,71,829 duirng the
decade 2001-2011. The final population of Tripura in 2011
was 36,73,917.

The All India population has increased by more than 181 mil-
lions during the decade 2001-11. The final population of India
was 1,21,05,69,573 in 2011.

Decadal growth of population in the State during 2001-2011
was 14.80 percent and males growth was 14.10 percent and
females was 15.56 percent, respectively. The similar All India
decadal growth rate during 2001-11 was 17.70 percent, out of
which males decadal growth rate was 17.10 percent and fe-
males was 18.30 percent.

The total number of children in the age-group 0-6 in Tripura
was 4,58,014.

The proporation of child population in the age group of 0-6
years to total population in Tripura was 13.60 percent while
the corresponding figure in 2001 was 13.64 percent.

The sex ratio has increased by 12 points in the State and
reached to 960 in 2011 as against 948 in 2001. The child sex
ratio was 957 in 2011. On the otherhand, the similar sex ratio
at the national level has increased by 10 points and reached to
943 in 2011 as against 933 in 2001.

Literacy rate in the State has gone up from 73.19 percent in
2001 to 87.22 percent showing an increase of 14.56 percent.
The similar literacy rate for All India has gone up from 64.83
percent in 2001 to 73.00 percent in 2011 showing an increase
of 8.17 percentage points.

In Tripura, literacy rate has improved sharply among females
as compared to males. While the effective literacy rate for males
rose from 81.0 to 91.50 percent making a rise of 10.50 percent
during 2001-11 as against 17.80 percent for females, which
stood at 82.70 percent.

Ten States and Union Territories including Kerala,
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Tripura, Goa, Daman and Diu, and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands have attained literacy rate of
above 85 percent.
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x)  Density of population has increased by 45 points and reached
to 350 in 2011 as against 305 in 2001.

The State ranks 18th in terms of density of population, although, it
is the third smallest State in terms of area in the country after Goa and
Sikkim. Tripura comes second next to Assam in-respect of population
and population density among the North Eastern States of India.

A comparative key demographic feature in 2001 and 2011 for
Tripura and All India is presented in the following table.

Table- 2.1.
Sl 2001 Census 2011 Census
No.| Item Unit Tripura| India Tripura | India
1 |2 3 4 5 6 7
1 (2 3 4 5 6 7
1. |Population in lakhs 31.99 10287 | 36.73 12105
2. |Decadal growth rate |percent 16.0 21.5 14.80 17.70
3. |Density per Sq. Km. 305 325 350 382
4. |[Sex-rate per'000 males 948 933 960 943
5. |Literacy rate percent 73.2 64.8 87.2 73.0
6. | ST population percent 31.1 8.2 31.8 8.6
7. | SC population percent 17.4 16.2 17.8 16.6

Source: Census-2001, RGI.

The population rate has declined to 14.8 percent during the intra-
census period of 2001-2011 from earlier 16.0 percent in 1991-2001.
The population growth rate has also declined at all India level to17.67
percent from 21.50 percent in 1991-2001.

Density of population: The population density of Tripura in 2011 was
350 persons per sq. km., which means that now 45 more people live in a
sq. km. area in the State then they lived a decade ago. The population
density for all India was 382 in 2011.

The data of Census-2011 shows that Tripura ranks 18th position in
terms of density of populatin at all India level. Among the North-eastern
states, Tripura remained the second highest populous State after As-
sam.
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Rural population: The present rural population forms about 73.8
percent in 2011 against 82.9 percent in 2001 and 84.70 percent in 1991
in the State.

Total rural population was 27,12,464 in 2011,out of which males
and females population were 13,87,173 and 13,25,291 respectively, as
per result of Census-2011.

Urban population: In 2011, 26.2 percent of the state's population
was in urban areas as against about 17.1 percent in 2001 and 15.30
percent in 1991.

Total urban population was 9,61,453 in 2011,out of which males
and females population were 4,87,203 and 4,74,250 respectively, as
per data of Census-2011.

Sex composition: The Census- 2011 data reveals that the sex ratio
was 960 as against 948 (per 1000 males). This is a positive improvement
in sex ratio in the State and it rose from 945 (per 1000 males) in 1991 to
948 (per 1000 males) in 2001 and further to 960 in 2011.

The all India sex ratio in 2011 was of 943 (per 1000 males) in 2011.

The Census-2011 data reveales that the total male and female popu-
lation was 18,74,376 and 17,99,541 respectively in the State.

Child population: The Census-2011 data also reveals that the child
population in the age group 0-6 was 4,58,014 out of which 2,34,008
males and 2,24,006 females in the state. The proportion of child popu-
lation in the age group 0-6 years was 13.68 percent in 2011 as against
13.6 percent in 2001. The following Table shows the position of child
population of eight districts in Tripura as per the data of Census-2011.

Table- 2.2.
Districts Child population in the age group 0-6

Males Females Persons
West Tripura 47,773 45,305 93,078
South Tripura 28,173 27,070 55,243
North Tripura 31,320 30,383 61,703
Dhalai 28,460 27,551 56,011
Khowai 19,657 19,002 38,659
Shipahijala 30,687 29,095 59,782
Gomati 28,879 27,158 56,037
Unokoti 19,059 18,442 37,501
Tripura 2,34,008 2,24,006 4,58,014

Source: Census-2001, Publication.
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The following table depicts total population, sex ratio, density as

well as decadal growth rate of all eight Districts in the State based on
Census-2011 data.

Table- 2.3.

Districts Total Populatjon Sex ratio Density
Male Female Persons | (females per| per

1000 males) | sq.km.)
West Tripura 4,66,152 | 4,52,048 |9,18,200 | 970 974
South Tripura 2,20,162 | 2,10,589 |4,30,751 |957 281
North Tripura 2,12,650 | 2,04,791 |4,17,441 |963 289
Dhalai 1,94,544 | 1,83,686 | 3,78,230 (944 158
Shepahijala 2,47,829 | 2,35,858 |4,83,687 | 952 463
Khowai 1,67,401 | 1,60,163 | 3,27,564 |[957 326
Unokati 1,40,210 | 1,36,296 |2,76,506 |[972 467
Gomati 2,25,428 | 2,16,110 |4,41,538 | 959 290
Tripura 1,874,376 | 17,99,541| 36,73,917| 960 350

Source: - Census-2011, RGI, Govt. of India.

The Tripura Human Development Report-2007 has indicated that
in 2001 the life expectancy at birth for males and females in Tripura was
71 and 74 years, respectively. In terms of life expectancy, attainments in
Tripura are higher than the national average, which is 61 for males and
62.5 for females as per (Sample Registration Survey-2003).

Literacy rate: Literacy and education are reasonably good indi-
cators of development in a society. The literacy rate for Tripura in
2011 works out to 87.2 percent for the population 7 years and above,
which was 73.2 percent in 2001 and 60.4 percent in 1991. The corre-
sponding figures in 2011 for males and females were 91.53 percent
and 82.73 percent, respectively. At the State level, gap in male-female
literacy rate in the State reduced to 8.80 percent in 2011 as against
16.1 percent in 2001.

33




Economic RevieEw

oF Tripura, 2012-13

The total literacy rate of SC population was 89.45 percent in 2011
against 74.68 percent in 2001. The total literacy rate of ST population
was 79.05 percent in 2011 against 56.48 percent in 2001.

Tripura has achieved a high level of literacy at all India level and
ranked third among the States after Kerala and Mizoram in 2011. As per
recent study conducted by the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata
the literacy rate stands at 95.16 percent in 2013.

Table- 2.4.
Districts Literates Literacy rate (%)
Male Female | Persons |Male Female| Persons
West Tripura 3,93,423 | 3,57,973 | 7,51,396 (94.04 | 88.01 91.07
South Tripura 1,72,705 | 1,45,274 | 3,17,979 |89.96 | 79.16 | 84.68
North Tripura 1,65,500 | 1,47,181 | 3,12,681 |91.27 | 84.39 | 87.90
Dhalai 1,51,643 | 1,24,574 | 2,76,217 |91.31 | 79.79 | 85.72
Shepahijala 1,94,993 | 1,64,351 | 3,59,344 |89.80 | 79.49 | 84.78
Khowai 1,36,183 | 1,17,408 | 2,53,591 |92.17 | 83.17 | 87.78
Unokati 1,10,146 | 97,575 2,07,721 |90.92 | 82.79 | 86.91
Gomati 1,76,776 | 1,49,078 | 3,25,854 |89.94 | 78.90 | 84.53
Tripura 15,01,369 | 13,03,414| 28,04,783|91.53 | 82.73 | 87.22

Source: Census-2011 publication.

On the otherhand, literacy rate at all India level stood at 73.0 per-
cent in 2011 as against 64.8 percent in 2001.

AADHAR: The Unique Identification numder (AADHAAR), which iden-
tifies people on the basis of their demographic information and biomet-
rics. The AADHAR project of UIDAI was launched in Tripura on 18 No-
vember 2010. Over 90 percent of total population has so far been cov-
ered under UIDAL

National Population Register: The Government of India has
decided to create a National Population Register (NPR) to have a com-
prehensive database and initial data are aleady captured during 1st
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phase operations of Census-2011. The NPR envisages-i) collection of
personal details of all residents in the country and ii) capturing of
photographs and finger prints of all residents who are of age 15 years
and above.

Variation of population during 1901 to 2011: The population
of Tripura has grown steadily during the period 1901 to 1951. The
period from 1951 to 1961 was characterized by very high rates of
growth, influenced by large-scale immigration from the neighbouring
country of Bangladesh (then East Pakistan). The rate of growth of popu-
lation was lower from 1961 to 1991, but still higher than all India
rate. Population growth during this period was also affected by immi-
gration from Bangladesh, particularly around 1971, when that coun-
try gained independence. However, there was a striking decline in the
decadal growth rate during 1991-2001 (16.03 percent), which went
further down to 14.8 percent during 2001-2011.

The variation of population for Tripura during hundred years pe-
riod of 1901 to 2011 is presented in the following table.

Table- 2.5.

Census Years Scheduled Scheduled | Total Decadal

Caste Tribe variation
1901 NA 91,679 1,73,325 NA
1911 NA 1,11,308 2,29,613 32.48
1921 NA 1,71,610 3,04,437 32.59
1931 NA 1,92,240 3,82,450 25.63
1941 NA 2,56,991 5,13,010 34.14
1951 40,457 2,37,953 6,45,707 25.87
1961 1,19,725 3,60,070 11,42,005 | 76.86
1971 1,92,860 4,50,544 15,56,342 | 36.28
1981 3,10,384 5,83,960 20,53,058 | 31.92
1991 4,51,116 8,53,345 27,57,205 | 34.30
2001 5,55,724 9,93,426 31,99,203 16.03
2011 6,54,918 11,66,813 36,73,917 14.8

Source: Census Reports.
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Vital rates: Considerable progress has been made by the State in
respect of socio-demographic parameters like birth rate, death rate and
infant mortality rate etc. Data from the Sample Registration Survey (SRS)
indicates that these rates have not only declined for Tripura but these
are also well below the all India level.

The birth rate, death rate as well as infant mortality rate for Tripura
and all India during the years 1995 to 2012 are presented below.

Table- 2.6.

(Per thousand)

Year Birth Rate Death Rate Infant mortality rate

India Tripura | India Tripura India | Tripura
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
1995 28.3 18.9 9.0 7.7 74 45
1996 27.5 18.4 8.9 6.5 72 49
1997 27.2 18.3 8.9 6.8 71 51
1998 26.5 17.6 9.0 6.1 72 49
1999 26.1 17.0 8.7 5.7 70 42
2000 25.8 16.5 8.5 5.4 68 41
2001 25.4 16.1 8.4 5.6 66 39
2002 25.0 14.9 8.1 5.7 63 34
2003 24.8 14.5 8.0 5.5 60 32
2004 24.1 15.0 7.5 5.5 58 32
2005 23.8 16.0 7.6 5.7 58 31
2006 23.5 16.6 7.5 6.3 S7 36
2007 23.1 17.1 7.4 6.5 55 39
2008 22.8 15.4 7.4 5.9 53 34
2009 22.5 14.8 7.8 5.1 50 31
2010 22.1 14.9 7.2 5.0 47 27
2011 21.8 14.3 7.1 5.0 44 29
2012 21.6 13.9 7.0 4.8 42 28

Source: SRS Bulletins, RGI
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Future estimated population till 2025:

The population of Tripura is expected to be 38,09,000 in 2015,
40,41,000in 2021 and 41,78,000 in 2025. The following table shows the
estimated mid-year population as on 1st October till 2025.

5000
4000
3000
2000
1000

3206

4041 4178
3671 3809
3301

Table- 2.7.
(‘000)
Year Total Rural Urban
2001 3,206 2,663 543
2005 3,391 2,783 608
2006 3,432 2,810 622
2007 3,474 2,838 636
2008 3,515 2,865 650
2009 3,557 2,892 665
2010 3,599 2,919 680
2011 3,671 2,710 961
2015 3,809 3,050 7359
2021 4,041 3,184 857
2025 4,178 3,187 991
Source: RGI,New Delhi.
. I lation (in 000"

2001 2005 2011

2015 2021 2025

Population profile of North Eastern Sates:

A comparative picture of area and population of the North Eastern

States based on Census-2011 is presented below.
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Table- 2.8.
States Area(sq.km. Population Decadal growthrate
(1991-2011)

Arunachal Pradesh |83,743 13,83,727 26.0

Assam 78,438 3,12,05,576 | 17.1
Meghalaya 22,429 29,66,889 27.9
Manipur 22,327 25,70,390 18.6
Mizoram 21,081 10,97,206 23.5
Nagaland 16,579 19,78,502 (-) 0.6
Tripura 10,492 36,73,917 14.8

Sikkim 7,096 6,10,577 12.9

Source: - RGI &CSO, New Delhi

The comparative socio-demographic parameters like birth rate,
death rate and infant mortality rate for 2012 among the North-Eastern

states of India are presented in the following table.

Table- 2.9.

(per thousand population)
N-E states Birth rate Death rate Infant mortality rate
1 2 3 Z
Assam 22.5 7.9 55
Arunachal Pradesh | 19.4 5.8 33
Manipur 14.6 4.0 10
Meghalaya 24.1 7.6 49
Mizoram 16.3 4.4 35
Nagaland 15.6 3.2 18
Sikkim 17.2 5.4 24
Tripura 13.9 4.8 28

Source: SRS, RGI

ST/SC population: There are 19-scheduled tribes in the State with
their own cultural identity, which includes Tripuri, Reang, Jamatia,
Chakma, Lusai, Mog, Garo, Kuki, Chaimal, Uchai, Halam, Khasia, Bhutia,
Munda, Orang, Lepcha, Santal, Bhil and Noatia.
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The ST and SC population data has been released for Census-2011
by the Registrar General of India, New Delhi, therefore our analysis is
based on Census-2011 data.

The ST population of the State was 11,66,813 that consist 31.8 per-
cent of the total population in 201 1. Out of this, 5,88,327 were ST males
and remaining 5,78,486 the ST females.

The Census-2011 data also reveals that total SC population was
6,54,918 which consists 17.8 percent of the total population in the State.
Out of this, total SC males were 3,34,370 and remaining 3,20,548 SC
females.

Religion:
The religion data has not been released for Census-2011 by the

Registrar General of India, New Delhi, therefore our analysis is based on
Census-2001 data.

The religion figure for Census- 2001 reveals that 85.60 percent of
the population was the Hindu population. The Muslims, Christians and
Buddhists population were 8 percent, 3.2 percent and 3.1 percent, re-
spectively in 2001. The following table shows the religions communities
of the State in 2001.

Table- 2.10.
Religious Population| Proportion | Literacy | Female | Proporation of
Communities rate literacy | child population
Hindu 27,39,310 | 85.60 75.30 67.30 13.00
Muslims 2,54,442 | 8.00 60.90 51.40 18.60
Christians 1,02,489 |3.20 67.90 57.30 15.70
Buddhists 98,922 3.10 49.20 37.40 17.90
Sikhs 1,182 0.04 98.40 89.50 4.50
Jains 477 0.01 82.90 78.40 11.90
Others 1,277 0.04 75.40 65.30 12.10
Religion not stated |[1,104 0.03 73.10 65.90 14.00

Disable:

Source: Census-2001, RGI.

The disable data has not been released for Census-2011 by the
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Registrar General of India, New Delhi, therefore our analysis is based on
Census-2001 data.

The Census- 2001 collected information on differently able popula-
tion of the State by type. The following table shows the differently able
population by type for rural and urban areas of the state.

Table- 2.11.

Type of disability Total Rural Urban
i) Seeing 27,505 22,559 4,946
ii) Speech 5,105 4,269 836
iii) Hearing 5,699 4,914 785
iv) Movement 13,970 11,588 2,382
v) Mental 6,661 5,470 1,191

Total disabled population 58,940 48,800 10,140

Source: Census-2001, RGI
State Population Policy:

The Government of Tripura announced the "State Population Policy-
2000" in August-2001 with three following objectives.

1) Immediate objective: To address the unmet needs for contracep-
tion, health care infrastructure and health personnel and to provide in-
tegrated service delivery for basic reproductive and child health care.

2) Long-term objective: To achieve a stable population by 2045 at a
level consistent with the requirement of sustainable economic growth,
social development and environment protection. Main endeavor will be
on eliminating of poverty, illiteracy and socio-economic upliftment of the
people.

Immunisation:

The State has also been successfully implementing the Pulse Polio
Immunisation Programme since 1995-96 through people's participation
and mass media campaign for better quality of life through eradication of
polio for the future generation. Tripura has reached the target or sur-
passed the target in different phases of Pulse Polio Immunisation Pro-
gramme as can be seen in the following table. Infact, not only has the
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coverage of the programme increased, it has also created awareness
among the poor even residing in the remote and difficult areas of the
State.The following table shows the achievement as well coverage of the
Pulse-Polio Programme in the State till 2011-12.

Table- 2.12.

Year Round O.P.V. given| % Achiev. | Remarks
1995-96 1t Round 2,29,265 100.40

2nd Round 2,38,725 104.50 0-3 Years
1997-98 1t Round 3,40,078 97.20

2nd Round 3,50,627 100.30 0-5 Years
1999-00 1t Round 3,82,424 102.00

274 Round 3,87,972 104.00

3rd Round 3,92,982 105.00

4th Round 4,01,819 108.00 0-5 Years
2001-02 1t Round 4,05,215 99.90

274 Round 4,11,895 101.59 0-5 Years
2004-05 1st Round 4.,16,790 99.75 0-5 years

2nd Round 413,187 98.89 0-5 years

3 Round 4,17,611 99.94 0-5 years
2005-06 15t Round 4,16,097 99.63 0-5 years

274 Round 4.16,006 99.61 0-5 years
2008-09 1st Round 4,11,555 98.54 0-5 years

274 Round 411,848 98.62 0-5 years
2009-10 1st Round 4,06,248 97.65 0-5 years

274 Round 4.08,724 98.25 0-5 years
2010-11 1st Round 4.07,551 98.96 0-5 years

274 Round 4,08,318 99.14 0-5 years
2011-12 1st Round 4,07,932 98.96 0-5 years

274 Round 4.05,352 99.14 0-5 years
2012-13 15t Round 4,03,238 98.12 0-5 years

274 Round 4,04,522 98.62 0-5 years

Source: State Health Department
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Concluding remarks:

The State has achieved higher literacy rate of 87.22 percent in 2011.
The gap in male-female rate in the State reduced to 8.15 percent in
2011 as against 17.01 percent in 2001. The literacy rate has increased
further to 95.16 percent in 2013.

On the otherhand, migration to the State including cross border
migration especially from neighbouring Bangladesh has also reduced.

The density of population of the State has increased to 350 per sq.
km. in 2011. On the other hand, net area available for agriculture is
about 27 percent, which is far below the national level of 43.40 percent.
The State, therefore, needs to implement the post-perspective plan-
ning strategy for Agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries, forestry and
irrigation sub-sectors to address the future demands of food, effectively
and efficiently. The data of Sample Registration Survey (SRS) reveals
that natural growth rate of population has remained low in the State
over more than one decade or so as compared to all India, which also
indicates the reason for reduced population growth in the State.

Availability of basic amenities like safe drinking water, electricity
as well as sanitation needs to be provided to all households including
those in rural remote areas of the State.
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3) STATE INCOME

sefulness of Gross/Net State
‘U Domestic Product (GSDP/

NSDP) and its related macro-

economic aggregates in plan-
ning and policy making is widely
known. Improvement in the availabil-
ity of basic data over the years helped
to review the methodology from time
to time for estimating the Gross/Net
State Domestic Product (GSDP/
NSDP), also known as State Income,
in a comprehensive manner. Updating the data base and shifting the
base year to a more recent year has constantly been undertaken in the
State Directorate of Economics & Statistics for capturing the structural
changes or shifts that have taken place in the State's economy.

State Domestic Product is usually estimated by income originating
approach, wherein incomes generated by the factors of production physi-
cally located within the geographical boundaries of the State are aggre-
gated. It represents the value of goods and services produced within the
State, counted without duplication during a specific period, usually a
fiscal year. The Gross/Net State Domestic Product (GSDP/NSDP) esti-
mates and related aggregates are prepared both at current and constant
prices.

The Gross/Net State Domestic Product (GSDP/NSDP) provides a
comprehensive, conceptual and accounting frame work for analyzing and
evaluating the performance of an economy. All goods and services pro-
duced during the period have to be included whether they are marketed
i.e., exchanged for money or bartered or even produced for own use.

QO State's economy achieved a growth rate of 8.4 percent.
QO Per-capita income of the State reached to Rs.60,963/- in 2012-13.
)

Gross State Domestic Product estimated to be 23854.70 crore in 2012-
13.
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These estimates over a period of time reveals the extent and direc-
tion of the changes in the level of economic development. Sectoral com-
position of GSDP gives an idea of the relative position of different sectors
in an economy over a period of time, which not only indicates the real
structural changes taking place in the economy but also facilitates for-
mulation of plans and policies for overall economic development. These
estimates when studied in relation to the total population of the State
indicate the level of per capita net out-put of goods and services avail-
able or standard of living of the people in the State.

The estimates at current prices are worked out by evaluating all
goods and services produced at factor cost prevailing in a particular year.
The estimates at constant prices are worked out by using the base year
prices to eliminate the effect of price changes/ inflation and thereby,
reflect the real growth/ development of the economy. Per Capita State
Income, on the otherhand, is obtained by dividing the NSDP at current
prices by mid-year projected population of the State.

With the gradual improvement in the availability of basic data over
the years, a comprehensive review of methodology for national accounts
statistics has constantly been undertaken with a view to updating the
data base and shifting the base year to a more recent year.

Choice of 2004-05 as the base year:

In the past, National Accounts Statistics were revised decennially,
changing the base to a year, which ends with 1. It was primarily because
in the base year estimates of national accounts aggregates, the informa-
tion on work force plays an important role and work force estimates were
obtained from the Population Census conducted decennially in the years
ending with 1. This practice continued up to the series with base year
1980-81. Since then, the Union Ministry of Statistics & Programme Im-
plementation started using the work force estimates from the results of
Quinquennial Employment and Un-employment Surveys of National
Sample Survey Office (NSSO), which are conducted once in every five
years, and consequently started revising the base years of national ac-
counts statistics once in every five years coinciding with the years for
which the NSSO conducts the Quinquennial Employment and Unem-
ployment Surveys.

The new series of Gross/Net State Domestic Product (GSDP/NSDP)
with 2004-05 base has been introduced with the improved methodology
and data base suggested by the Advisory Board on National Accounts
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Statistics, Government of India chaired by Prof. K. Sundaram.

The reason for periodically changing the base year of the national
accounts is to take into account the structural changes which have taken
place in the economy and to depict a true picture of the economy through
macro-economic aggregates like State Domestic Product (SDP), capital
formation etc. For examining the performance of the economy in real
terms through the macro-economic aggregates like GSDP/NSDP, capi-
tal formation etc., estimates of these aggregates are prepared at the prices
of selected year known as base year. The estimates at the prevailing
prices of the current year are termed as "at current prices", while those
prepared at base year prices are termed "at constant prices". The com-
parison of the estimates at constant prices, which means "in real terms",
over the years gives the measure of real growth.

Use of results of recent surveys and censuses and type studies:

In the new series, efforts have been made to make use of as much
current data as possible. Further, the results of latest available surveys
have also been made use of. Some of the important sources of data,
which have been used in the new series, are as follows:

i) NSS 61st round (2004-05) on employment and unemployment and

consumer expenditure;

ii) NSS 62nd round (2005-06) on unorganized manufacturing;

iii) NSS 63rd round (2006-07) on services sectors;

iv) All India Livestock Census, 2003;

v) NSS 59th round (2002-03) on All India Debt and Investment Sur-

vey;

vi) Population Census, 2001; and

vii) Fourth All India Census of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises,

2006-07.

The changes made at industry/ item level in the industry-wise esti-
mates of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) and Net State Domestic
Product (NSDP) aggregates have been presented in the chapter.

Guiding Principles for New Series:

The three major components influencing the present revision exer-
cise includes (i) revision of base year to a more recent year (for meaning-
ful analysis of structural changes in the economy in real terms), (ii) com-
plete review of the existing data base and methodology employed in the
estimation of various macro-economic aggregates including choice of the
alternative databases on individual subjects and (iii) to the extent feasi-
ble, implementing the recommendations of the System of National Ac-
counts (SNA), 1993 and 2008.
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Further, the results of various studies undertaken by the Central
Statistical Organisation (CSO) through the Ministry of Agriculture, Minis-
try of Environment and Forestry and State Governments and also the
Central Statistics Office's (CSO) input output transactions tables and
the Ministry of Agriculture's Cost of Cultivation Studies (CCS) have been
used in the new series for updating the rates and ratios used to estimate
the production/ consumption of fodder, market charges paid by the farm-
ers, yield rates of meat, meat products and meat by products for differ-
ent categories of animals, input rates for agriculture and forestry and the
trade and transport margins.

Improvements in coverage and procedures of compilation:

The improvements in terms of coverage have been mainly the inclu-
sion of production of industrial wood from trees outside forests (TOF),
fodder from forest sources and output of wind power generation in the
GSDP estimates.

The important procedural changes made in the new series are the
incorporation of data on (i) area and production of crops as finalized by
the State/Uts for the final estimates of GSDP; (ii) consumption of fertiliz-
ers in agriculture, as provided by the Fertilizer Association of India in
lieu of data on dispatches of fertilizers being used at present from the
same source in the estimation of inputs of agriculture sector; (iii) results
of the CSO's Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) in place of the index of
industrial production (IIP) for estimating the GSDP of registered manu-
facturing; (iv) labour input on the basis of work-place as against the present
practice of using labour input data on the basis of location in respect of
estimation of GSDP of unorganised manufacturing and services; and (v)
labour input for the orgasnised sector from the National Sample Sur-
vey's (NSS) Employment and Unemployment Surveys in place of the
present source, namely, the Annual Employment Market Intelligence
(EMI) of the Directorate General of Employment and Training (DGET),
Ministry of Labour.

Other procedural changes in the new series includes (i) treating re-
search & development expenditures in public sector as capital expendi-
ture in line with the recommendations of 2008 SNA; (ii) adopting the
declining balance (of life of assets) method for estimating the consump-
tion of fixed capital and capital stock; (iii) adopting the user cost ap-
proach for estimating the services of owner occupied dwelling in rural
areas as against the present practice of imputing these services on the
basis of rent per dwelling;(iv) estimating the output of communication in
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nominal terms on the basis of data available on average revenue per
user (ARPU).

Implementation of 1993 and 2008 SNA:

While undertaking the new base year 2004-05 exercise, efforts have
also been made to implement the recommendations of the System of
National Accounts (SNA) 1993 and 2008 to the extent data are available.
[t may be mentioned here that the compilation of national accounts in
India are on 1993 SNA basis. Some of the recommendations which pres-
ently form part of the new series are:

i) treating research and development expenditures in public sector as
capital expenditures in line with the recommendations of 2008 SNA;

ii) adopting the declining balance (of life of assets) method for estimat-
ing the consumption of fixed capital and capital stock;

iii) adopting the user cost approach for estimating the services of owner
occupied dwellings in rural areas as against the present practice of
imputing these services on the basis of rent per dwelling;

iv) treating the construction component and machinery/transport out-

lay of Defence capital account as capital formation, which was ear-
lier being treated as intermediate consumption.

Gross / Net State Domestic Product with new 2004-05 base:

The base year of GSDP/NSDP estimates has been shifted in Febru-
ary, 2011 to new 2004-05 from earlier 1999-00 after comprehensive re-
view of methodology as well as up-dating the data base to capture the
real economic situation.

The estimates at current prices are worked out by evaluating all
goods cost prevailing in a particular year. The estimates at constant prices
are worked out by using the base year price to eliminate the effect of
price changes/inflation and thereby, reflect real growth /development of
the economy.

At current prices:

According to new base of 2004-05, GSDP at current prices increased
from Rs.8903.53 crores in 2004-05 to Rs.11797.07 crores in 2007-08
and Rs.17867.73 crores in 2010-11 and Rs.23854.70 crores in 2012-13
(Advance). On the other hand, the NSDP at current prices increased
from Rs.8169.69 crores in 2004-05 to Rs.10808.09 crores in 2007-08
and Rs.16573.43 crores in 2010-11 and Rs.22452.60crores in 2012-13
(Advance).
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Table- 3.1.
(Rs. in crore)
Year GSDP at current prices | NSDP at current prices
2004-05 8903.53 8169.69
2005-06 9826.02 9040.45
2006-07 10914.23 9980.61
2007-08 11797.07 10808.09
2008-09 13572.64 12509.00
2009-10 15402.70 14162.34
2010-11 17867.73 16573.43
2011-12(P) 20981.74 19689.59
2012-13(A) 23854.70 22452.60

Source: DES, Tripura.
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At constant prices:

The GSDP at constant prices increased from Rs.8903.53 crore in
2004-05 to Rs.10988.43 crore in 2007-08 and Rs.14386.67 crore in 2010-
11 and Rs.16996.67 crore in 2012-13 (Advance). The NSDP at constant
prices has also increased from Rs.8169.69 crore in 2004-05 to
Rs.10082.20 crore in 2007-08 and Rs.13214.89 crore in 2010-11 and
Rs.15584.73 crore in 2012-13 (Advance).
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Table- 3.2.

(Rs. in crore)

Year GSDP at constant prices NSDP at constant prices
2004-05 8903.53 8169.69

2005-06 9421.79 8708.18

2006-07 10202.45 9458.04

2007-08 10988.43 10082.20

2008-09 12024.92 11146.29

2009-10 13305.90 12287.29

2010-11 14386.67 13214.89

2011-12(P) 15636.67 14338.89

2012-13(A) 16996.67 15584.73

Per Capita Income:

Source: DES, Tripura

The per capita income at current prices has been increased from
Rs.24,394 in 2004-05 to Rs.31,111 in 2007-08 and Rs.46,050 in 2010-
11 and to Rs.60,963 in 2012-13 (Advance) with new base of 2004-05.
Per Capita National Income at current prices during the said period rose
from Rs.24,349 in 2004-05 to Rs.36,005 in 2007-08 and Rs.54,841 in
2010-11 and to Rs.68,747 in 2012-13(Advance).

Table- 3.3.
(in Rs
Year NSDP-Tripura All India
2004-05 new base 2004-05 new base
2004-05 24,394 24,349
2005-06 26,668 27,367
2006-07 29,081 31,502
2007-08 31,111 36,005
2008-09 35,587 41,060
2009-10 39,815 46,574
2010-11 46,050 54,841
2011-12(P) 54,077 62,203
2012-13(A) 60,963 68,757

P=Provisional. A=Advance. Source: CSO, New Delhi & DES, Tripura
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Sectoral share in Net State Domestic Product:

Agriculture, forestry and logging, fishing and mining and quarrying
constitutes the primary sector; manufacturing (registered and un-regis-
tered), construction, electricity, gas and water supply constitutes the sec-
ondary sector and the remaining activities like transport including rail-
ways and air-transport, communication, trade, real estate, business serv-
ices, public administration and other services constitutes the tertiary

sector.

The sectoral shares of NSDP at current and with new 2004-05 se-
ries for different years are presented in the Table-3.4.

Table- 3.4.
Year Tripura
Primary (%) Secondary (%) Tertiary (%)

2004-2005 27.39 21.38 51.23
2005-2006 27.64 22.58 49.78
2006-2007 25.74 24.08 50.18
2007-2008 25.24 22.93 51.83
2008-2009 23.73 24.24 52.03
2009-10 23.69 21.02 55.29
2010-11 25.71 18.16 56.13
2011-12(P) 25.34 16.68 57.98
2012-13(A) 24.76 15.00 60.24
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Sectoral Share - 2012-13 (A)

Primary
24.76%

Performances of NSDP from 2004-05 to 2012-13 (Q):

Estimates of NSDP for 2004-05 to 2012-13 (A) for Tripura with new
base of 2004-05 by industry of origin at current prices are presented in
the Table-3.7.

Table- 3.5.
(Rs in lakhs)
S1. | Industry 2004-05 | 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
No. (P) (A)
A [ PRIMARY- SECTOR
1 |AGRICULTURE & 213044 395231 462494 503057
ALLIED
1.1| AGRICULTURE 176851 285072 319281 347290
& ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
1.2| FORESTRY & LOGGING | 24269 73487 99207 105160
1.3| FISHING 11924 36672 44006 50607
2 [ MINING QUARRYING 10695 30909 36473 52886
SUB-TOTAL: 223739 426140 498967 555943
B [SECONDARY-SECTOR
3 MANUFACTURING 32893 52765 67152 83449
3.1 REGISTERED 22276 32729 44511 57865
3.2 UN-REGISTERED 10617 20036 22641 25584
4 [ ELECTRIC., GAS & 5805 18011 19632 21354
WATER SUPP.
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S CONSTRUCTION 135964 230137 241644 231978
SUB-TOTAL: 174662 300913 328428 336781
C | TERTIARY-SECTOR
6 | TRADE HOTEL & 110520 245063 269569 277656
RESTAURANT.
7 | TRANPORT STORAGE 23313 68660 82759 94965
& COMMU.
7.1 | RAILWAYS 117 173 199 229
7.2| TRASPORT BY 15033 54998 63248 67043
OTHER MEANS
7.3| STORAGE 170 618 649 681
7.4| COMMUNICATION 7993 12871 18663 27011
8 |FINANCE, BANKING,
INSURANCE 60293 136988 175149 208508
8.1 [ BANKING & 15753 47700 51039 54612
INSURANCE
8.2 | REAL ESTATE,
OWNERSHIP OF
DWELLING & B.S L.S * 44540 89288 124110 153896
9 | COMMUNITY, SOCIAL
& PERSONAL SERVICES | 224442 479579 614086 771407
9.1 PUBLIC 89015 187331 234164 292705
ADMINISTRATION &
DEFENCE
9.2 OTHER SERVICES 135427 292248 379922 478702
SUB-TOTAL: 418568 930290 1141563 1352536
10 |GRAND TOTAL: 816969 1657343 | 1968959 2245260
11 |POPULATION IN ‘00 33490 35990 36410 36830
12 | PER CAPITA ( in Rs.) 24394 46050 54077 60936

P = Provisional Estimate,

A = Advance.
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Concluding remarks:

Overall performance of the State's economy remained impressive
till 2012-13 despite its several infrastructural bottlenecks as well as geo-
graphical isolation from main land of the country even due to slowing
down of the national economy as well as price rise. The economy of the
State may come under pressure due to under assessment of the com-
mitted requirements of the State Government. As a result, State Finance
has come under severe fiscal stretch and strain during 12th plan period,
2012-17. Therefore, some fiscal consolidation are required to keep the
present development process by efficient use of the available resources
and curtailing the revenue expenditure among others.

The average annual growth rate in real terms of Gross State Domes-
tic Product (GSDP) for 2012-13(A) was 8.4 percent. The similar growth
trend is also projected in 2012-13. The Planning Commission, New Delhi
has appreciated the efforts of the State Government for efficient fiscal
management and persuing the economic growth.

It is revealed that there is a structural shift of the State's economy
infavour of secondary sector from primary sector due to considerable
investment and growth of the public sector construction work. Even then,
the level of investment from private sector is yet to gear-up, which is
evident from the fact that the contribution of the manufacturing sector is
only 3.72 percent of the total NSDP at current prices. Therefore, there is
need for higher private investment in the State which would also miti-
gate the un-employment and poverty to a large extent. The future in-
vestment possibilities as well as the trade with the Bangladesh may im-
prove the trade and transport sub sectors in particular.
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4) STATE FINANCE & PLANNING

he State Government,
while presenting the
Budget, focused on fis-
cal correction and
consiladation with due empha-
sis on allocating expenditure on
social sectors. With a view to fo-
cus on the welfare and empow-
erment of women and girl child,
the State Government has intro-
duced the concept of 'Gender
Budget' from the fiscal year
2006-07. At the Statement No-14 containing information on 17-Depart-
ments has been included in the Budget At A Glance for 2013-14.

Tripura as a special category State deserves special attention as the
development efforts in the State remain mainly dependent upon trans-
fers from Central Government like other ten special category States in
the country.

Apart from fiscal corrections, improving the quality of expenditure
through expenditure prioritization service delivery, reducing the exist-
ing level of debt obligations notwithstanding the improvement in recent
years, and providing adequate financial support to the local bodies in-
cluding Tripura Tribal areas Autonomous District Council (TTAADC) re-
main the prority areas.

/
U The theme of 12th Five Year Plan is "faster, sustainable and

more inclusive growth".

U Tripura achieved and maintained a sustainable economic
growth of over 8.4 percent during 11th five year plan.

U 13th Finance Commission has grossly under assessed the
committed requirements of State Government.

U In 2012-13 the total expenditure was Rs.7027.49 crore.
- J
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The two important aspects of government finances are - i) fiscal plan-
ning and ii) fiscal administration, which are crucial for operationalising
the policies and programmes of the Government. Therefore, fiscal policy
plays a key role in determining an economy's growth path. During 2012-
13 the total expenditure was Rs.7027.49 Cr.

In May 2011, Reserve Bank of India has opened first ever branch
office in the State at Agartala for timely disposal of monetary issues.

13th Finance Commission:

The 13th Finance Commission had grossly under assessed the
commited requirements of the State Government especially the expendi-
ture relating to the salary and pension. As a result the State Finance
have come under severe fiscal stress and strain since the State has also
limited scope for generation of additional resources for meeting such
committed liabilities.

The comparisons between state's assessment of receipts and ex-
penditure and that 13th Finance Commission are presented in the fol-
lowing Table.

Table- 4.1.
(Rs in Crore)
S1. | [tems Assesed by [ Assessed by | Shortfall
No. State 13th Finance
Government| Commission

1 2 3 4 5
A Own Revenue Receipts
1 Own Tax Revenue 4012.89 3699.15 313.74
D Own Non-Tax Revenue 712.04 785.09 -73.05

Total (1-2) 4724.93 4484 .24 240.69
B. [ Non-Plan Revenue Expenditure
3 Salary 13924.43 7727.90 6196.53
4 Arrer Salary 2200.00 0.00 2200.00
5 Interest Payment 2544.93 2649.88 -104.95
6 Pension 3944.79 2779.09 1165.70
7 Others 4234.61 3192.26 1042.35

Total (3-7) 26848.76 16349.13 10499.66

Source- Finance Department, Tripura.

Moreover, in the macro-fiscal front, the State has been maintaining

a revenue surplus. So far, the State has also perfomed well in expendi-
ture control relative to other special category States.
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Fiscal Reforms:

Fiscal targets to be achieved:

The 13th Finance Commission has recommended a roadmap for
fiscal correction for Central and State finances. In accordance with the
projected debt to GSDP ratios over the 13th FC period (2010-11 to 2014-
15), The fiscal year 2010-11 has been designated as a year of adjust-
ment. According to the road map, all the States, except Punjab, are to
eliminate their revenue deficit and curtail their financing gap to 3 per-
cent of GSDP by 2011-12, and maintain the same thereafter.

Fiscal targets of the State:

The revenue deficit (difference between revenue and revenue re-
ceipts and revenue expenditure), fiscal deficit (difference between total
revenue receipts and non-debt capital receipts and total expenditure)
and outstanding debt to GSDP (Gross State Domestic Product) targets
for States for the award period of FC-XII for Tripura State is given in the
table below:

Table- 4.2.
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Revenue deficit-GSDP | >0.0% |[4.61% >0.0% 8.38% [>0.0% | 8.30%
Fiscal deficit-GSDP <3.5% |(1.41%) | <3.0% | (1.30%)|<3.0% | (1.52%)
Debt GSDP ratio <45.2% | 36.84% | <44.9% | 34.47% | <44.6%| 34.66%

( ) bracket indicates fiscal surplus.

Accordingly, State has ammended FRBM Act, incorporating the above

targets.

After enactment of FRBM Act as per recommendation of the 12th
Finance Commission, following actions have been taken in Tripura.

The prime objectives of the FRBM Act are as follows:

i) Quarterly review reports of the Finance Minister are placed be-
fore the Tripura Legislative Assembly since 3rd Quarter of 2006-

07.

ii) Fiscal policy statements along with fiscal correction path and
disclosures for the years 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11,
2011-12 and 2012-13 have been submitted before the Tripura

Legislative Assembly.
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iii) The targets of the FRBM achieved during the period of 12th
Finance Commission with exception of the financial year 2009-
10 which got affected due to revision of pay & pension of the
State Government employees and pensioners, respectively.

Financial constraints:

The most important financial constraint in Tripura is the State's de-
pendence on Central government for revenues. The Centre provided
about 85 percent of the State's receipts. The fiscal condition of the State
are determined to a large extent by the level of Central transfers.

In recent years, there has been a tendency on the part of Finance
Commissions to link central transfers with fiscal policy of States. The
legislation of Tripura Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act in June 2005 is one of the example of such linkages.

Fiscal Indicator:

The overall budgetary position in-terms of development and non-
development expenditures of Tripura for 2012-13(Provi) and 2013-14
(B.E) are presented in the following table.

Table- 4.3.
(Rs in crore)

Sl. | Disbursement 2012-13 2013-14
No. (Provisional) (B.E.)
L Development expenditure
A. Economic services of which 1571.55 2027.68
i) Agriculture and allied services 462.97 625.45
ii) Rural development 177.26 234.64
iii) | General economic services 59.79 82.83
iv) | Water and power development 230.87 359.88
V) Industry and minerals 82.00 82.79
vi) | Transport and communication 482.93 547.40
vii) | Others 75.73 94.69
B. Social services of which 2660.35 3294.50
viit) | Education, sports, art and culture 1120.33 1341.46
ix) | Medical and public health, family 606.23 763.52

welfare, water supply and sanitation
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X) Social Security and Welfare including | 684.01 938.54
S.C., S.T. and OBC Welfare including
Social Service
xi) | Housing and urban development 220.79 223.06
xii) | Information and publicity 28.99 27.92
Total: development 4231.90 5322.18
expenditure (A+B)
II. Non-development expenditure
a) Revenue expenditure under 2167.49 2589.97
general services
i) Organs of States 64.41 105.54
ii) Fiscal services 35.42 45.59
iii) | Interest payment and
servicing of debt 607.81 600.00
iv) | Administrative services 765.66 1118.84
V) Pension and miscellaneous 694.19 720.00
general services
(b) | Compensation and assignment to
local bodies and panchayat raj
institutions 108.60 114.56
C) | Capital expenditure 519.50 1389.78
i) General services 188.08 992.96
ii) Discharge of internal debt (NET) 281.28 325.86
iii) | Repayment of loans of Govt. of India | 31.21 51.96
iv) | Loans and advance to Govt. servants
and miscellaneous loans 18.93 19.00
V) Others 0 0
Total: Non-development expenditure | 2795.59 4094.31
III. | Aggregate expenditure (I + II) 7027.49 9416.49
IV. | Development expenditure as a % of 39.78 43.48
total expenditure

(Prov.) and 2013-14 (BE).

The following table shows the State's budget in brief for 2012-13

58




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

Table-4.4.
(Rs in crore)
SL. Receipts / Expenditure 2012-13 2013-14
No. (Provisional) (B.E.)
A | 1. Receipt
1.1. Revenue receipt 7050.30 8134.68
1.2. Capital receipt 835.27 832.00
1.3. Total: A (1.1+1.2) 7885.57 8966.68
B. | 2. Expenditure
2.1. Revenue expenditure 5212.88 6765.40
2.2. Capital expenditure 1483.19 2254.27
2.3. Public debt 312.49 377.82
2.4. Payment of loans and advance 18.93 19.00
and advance
2.5. Total: B (1+2+3+4) 7027.49 9416.49

The following table shows the tax as well as non-tax renvenues of

Tripura for 2012-13 (Prov.) and 2013-14 (BE).

Table-4.5.
(Rs in crore)
Sl | [tem 2012-13 2013-14
No (Provisional) | (B.E.)
I. | Receipt under revenue account:
A) | State tax revenue:
i) | Taxes on income, expenditure, property
and capital transaction 95.44 101.16
i) | Taxes on commodities and
services of which 909.21 1082.84
a) Sales tax 763.07 914.15
b) Taxes on vehicles 30.73 36.11
c) State excise 114.00 128.70
d) Others 1.41 3.88
State own tax revenue (i) + (ii) 1004.65 1184.00
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iii) | Share in central taxes 1493.18 1777.00
Total- A: (i)+(ii)+(iii) 2497.83 2961.00
B. | Non-tax revenue 4552.47 5173.68
(i) | State non-tax revenue 178.75 220.00
(ii) | Grants received from centre 4373.72 4953.68
Total revenue receipt (A+B) 7050.30 8134.68
II. | Receipt under capital account :
i) |Loans from Govt. of India 3.48 0.00
ii) | a) Internal debt-open market loan 686.28 680.00
b) Net negotiated loan 144.25 150.00
iii) | Recoveries of loans and advances 1.26 2.00
iv) | Net of public accounts, contingency
fund and inter-state settlement (-) 979.75
v) | Contingency fund 0.00 0.00
vi) | Opening balance 0.00 0.00
Total II: capital receipts (i) to (vi) 835.27 832.00
III. | Aggregate receipts (I+II) 7885.57 8966.68
% of state's own tax revenue
to total receipts: 12.74 13.20

The following table shows the details of fiscal indicators of State
during 2012-13 (Provi) and 2013-14 (B.E).

Table- 4.6.
(Rs in Crore)

Sl. | Item 2012-13 2013-14
No. (Provisional) (B.E.)
1. Tax revenue 2497.83 2961.00
la. | State's own tax revenue 1004.65 1184.00
1b. | Share in central taxes 1493.18 1777.00
2. Non-tax revenue 4552.47 5173.68
2a. | State's own Non-tax revenue 178.75 220.00
2b. | Grants 4373.72 4953.68
3. | Total revenue receipts 7050.30 8134.68
4. | Non-debt capital receipts 1.26 2.00
S. | Total receipts 7051.56 8136.68
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5} Revenue expenditure 5212.88 6765.40
7a. | Plan expenditure 1219.27 1575.89
7b. | Non-plan expenditure of which 3993.61 5189.51
i) Interest payments 532.81 600.00
ii) | Pensions 694.19 720.00
iii) | Salaries 2427.75 2859.73
iv) | Others 338.86 1009.78
8. | Capital expenditure 1502.12 2273.27
8.a. | Plan expenditure 1469.32 2236.21
8.b. | (i Non-plan Expend excluding

re-payment of loan 32.80 37.06
9. | Capital outlay 1814.61 2651.09
9a. | Plan 1469.32 2236.21
9b. | Non-plan 345.29 414.88
10. | Loans & advances 18.93 19.00
10a.| Plan 18.65 14.00
10b.| Non-plan 0.28 5.00
11. | Total expenditure 7027.49 9416.49
11a] Plan 2688.59 3812.10
11bJ{ Non-plan 4338.90 5604.39
12. | Revenue deficit (-)/surplus(+)(3-6) | 1837.42 1369.28
13. | Fiscal deficit(-)/

surplus(+)[5-11-8b(ii)] 336.56 -901.99
14. | Primary deficit(-)/

surplus(+)[13-7b(i)] 869.37 -301.99
15. | Total Outstanding Liabilities 7673.04 -

(as at the end of the year)
16. | GSDP at current prices 23854.70 -
17 | Revenue Deficit (as % of GSDP) 7.70 --
18. | Fiscal Deficit (as % of GSDP) 1.41 --
19. | Primary Deficit(as % of GSDP) 3.64 --
0. | Total Outstanding Liabilities

(as % of GSDP) 32.17 --
1. | States Own Tax Revenue

(as % of GSDP) 4.21 -

Scope for further augmentation of state's own resouces?

The following offers a scope for augmenting the States' resources:
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i) Scope for royalty on minor forest produce may be fully ex-
ploited by Forest Department.

i)  Scope for royalty on minor mineral may be fully exploited by
Industries & Commerce Department.

iii) The Union Ministry of Petroluam & Gas may be persuaded to
ensure that the Oil & Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) Ltd.
pays royalty to the State @ 10 percent of the price they charge,
which is also lower.

iv) Better services may be provided to end users and existing
user charges need to be revised including the health sector.

\Y| ARM measures are required to be applied on work contracy
taxes even on the works taken-up by Central Government
Agencies.

vi) Liquor is even sold without having any licence. Issuing of li-
cences may be simplified so that liquor can be sold through
licenced vendors only.

PLANNING:

1. 12th five year plan 2012-17:
1.1 Approch to the 12th five year (2012-17) Plan:-

The union cabinet approved the approach paper that targets 9 per-
cent economic growth during 12th five year plan (2012-17) period. The
theme of the next five year plan would be "faster, sustainable and more
inclusive growth.

1.2 Thrust areas for the 12th plan :-

The State has adopted multi pronged strategy which focuses on
building infrastructure, strengthening social infrastructure, inclusive and
sustainable growth, social and regional equity, improving quality of life,
capacity building and skilled development, widening livelihood oppor-
tunities, etc. For this, emphasis has been laid on the following:-

i) Reducing Infrastructural deficit- There is a need to bridge the
infrastructural gaps to meet the growing aspiration of the people. Fur-
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ther, growth in economic activities is to be supported by robust infra-
structure. The plan approach in Tripura has taken note of the vital
infractural needs like roads, power, drinking water, irrigation etc.

ii) Sustaining growth in agricultural and allied sector: - Dependence
of large population on agri and allied activities and its contribution to the
State Domestic Product make it a priority sector in Planning process.
The sectoral plans have been re-oriented for greater public investment
and capacity building.

iii) Expanding and Strengthening capacity of key social sector:- Health
,education, women and child welfare, nutrition and food security are
critical pillars of sustainable development. Attention has therefore been
paid to the key sectors like health, education and rural development.

iv) Inclusiveness- Flow of adequate benefits to historically disad-
vantage is one of the key under lying theme of the plan document. Thrust
has been laid for public investment for creating equal opportunities for
SC/ST/OBCs and Minorities. This is necessary for there empowerment
and greater participation in development process.

v) Social and regional equity:- There is a need for closing the gap
between the deprived local population and the rest of the country. It is
therefore necessary that there is enough investment for expansion of
social infrastructure for covering the disadvantaged sections,
backward,remote and border areas.

vi) Greater convergenc for improvement in livelihood and income
opportunities :- Strengths of strong social capital and vibrant demo-
cratic institutions is being laveraged for converging scheme in social sector
such that it leads to sustained livelihood opportunities for the poor and
deprived.

vii) Capacity building and skill development :- Developing capacity
and building strong human resurce base is fundamental necessity for
multiplying the returns from public investment in infrastructural devel-
opment. Emphasis is being laid in building capacity of human resources
for greater employment opportunities.

viii) Institutional decentranization :- Focus on better governance and
deeper involvement of people through net work of de- centralized insti-
tutions at village and Block level.
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1.3 Priority sectors :

The State has identified seven priority sectors for overall develop-
ment of the State, these are:

i) Agriculture and Irrigation.
ii) Drinking water.

iii) Housing.

iv) Road connectivity

\Y| Education

vi) Healthcare and

vii) Rural Electrification.

1.4. projection of outlay for 12th Plan:-

Preparation of the 12th Five Year Plan 2012-17, the State Govern-
ment had setup twelve (12) core groups namely, (i) Human Resource
Development (ii) Health (iii) Agriculture and allied Sector, (iv) Forest and
environment, (v) connectivity, (vi) Power (vii) Industries and Commerce
(viii) Disadvantaged segments, (ix) Urban Development, (x) Tourism, and
(xi) Housing (xii) Other Services for makling and in-depth analysis of
relevant issues such as achievements under the plan, existing protential
and steps to be taken for exploiting it for increase in State Domestic
Product (SDP), participation of public and private sectors, use of appro-
priate techonology, generation of employement, etc. for development of
the sector on a sustainable basis.

And in depth study was been conducted by 12-core groups cover-
ing the following areas-Human Resource, Health, Agriculture and Allied,
Forest and Enviroment, Connectivity, Power, Industry and Commerce, Dis-
advantaged Segments, Urban Development, Tourism, Housing and Oth-
ers. The study conducted by these core groups is relevant for drawing of
the overall Working plan size and highlighting the key and vital ares re-
quiring infusion of capital for sustainable growth in the next five year plan.

The recommendations of the 12-core groups and the past trends
have been kept as the basic yardstick for formulating the overall plan
size. Projection of total Plan outlay for the 12th five year plan is kept to
the tune of Rs.31538.80 core including Rs. 10737.85 core under Special
Plan Assistant (SPA)/ Special Central Assistant (SCA). Sectoral breakup
is indicate below:-
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Table- 4.7
(Rs. in crore)
Sector Projected outlay | Percentage
12th plan to total
I |Agriculture & Allied Activities 2157.10 6.84
II |Rural Development 936.20 2.97
III |Special Area Programme 1978.29 6.27
IV |Irrigation & Flood Control 1283.42 4.07
V  |Energy 875.96 2.78
VI |Industries & Minerals 433.81 1.38
VII | Transport 1610.00 5.10
VIII| Communication(police) 2.00 0.01
IX |Science, Tech. & Environment 696.28 2.21
X |General Economic Services 10823.45 34.32
XI [Social Services 10244.90 32.48
XII [General Services 497.39 1.58
Total : 31538.80 100.00

Annual Plan, 2012-13:

Proposed revised outlay during the year 2012-13 was Rs.2187.78
crore, out of which the expenditure (provisional) during the year 2012-
13 is Rs. 2163.78 crore (98.90%) sectoral break-up is indicated below.

Table-4.8

(Rs. in crore)

Annual Plan, 2012-13
Sector Proposed revised | Expendit. | Percentage
Outlay (Prov.) of expendt.
I. | Agriculture & Allied Activities| 135.64 133.44 98.38
II. [ Rural Development 218.36 222.25 101.78
III. | Special Area Programme 137.00 154.09 112.47
IV. | Irrigation & Flood Control 37.77 59.31 157.03
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V. | Energy 83.28 47.13 56.59
VI. | Industries & Minerals 40.99 50.92 124.23
VII. | Transport 269.84 299.13 110.85
VIII| Communication(police) 0 0 0
[X. | Science, Tech. & Environment | 69.94 93.64 133.89
X. | General Economic Services 11.74 11.02 93.87
XI. | Social Services 1094.60 1020.38 93.22
XII.| General Services 88.62 72.47 81.78
Total : 2187.78 2163.78 98.90

3.Special Plan Assistance (SPA):

An amount of Rs.500 crore (10 % state share + 90 % central share)
was sanctioned for 97 (ninety seven)-projects under Special Plan Assist-
ance (SPA) by the Planning Commission in 2012-13 out of which an amount
of Rs.450 crore was released as 90% grant by the Government of India at
the fag end in 2012-13 and Rs.180.88 crore was utilized during the year.

4. Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR):

The Non- Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) was created
in 1998-99 with the 10 percent of the Gross Budgetary Support (GBS) of
the Central Ministries/Departments earmarked for the development of
north eastern states including Sikkim.

The broad objective of the Non-Lapasable Central Pool of Resources
(NLCPR) is to ensure speedy development of infrastructure in the North
Eastern Region thereby increasing the flow of budgetary financing for
new infrastructure schemes/projects in the region. Both physical and
social infrastructure sectors such as irrigation and flood control, power,
road & bridges, education, health, water supply & sanitation, infrastruc-
ture development of agriculture and allied service and youth welfare
activities are consider for providing under central pool, with projects in
physical infrastructure sector receiving priority.

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region(Mo DoNER) has
been sanctioned 109 projects under NLCPR since inception upto 2012-
13 with the total approved cost Rs.1461.53 crore. Out of which, 42-
projects are completed upto 2012-13.
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5. Northern Eastern Council (NEC):

During 2012-13, the State has received fund of Rs.31.81 crore for
implementation of NEC project, out of which an amount of Rs.35.65 crore
was utilized during year.

6. Bidhayak Elaka Unnayan Prakalpa (BEUP):

The Government of Tripura has introduced "Bidhayak Elaka
Unnayan Prakalpa" (BEUP) in the year 2001 - 2002 under which every
Member of Legislative Assembly of the State will have a choice to sug-
gest to the concerned Sub-Divisional Magistrate works to the tune of
Rs.5.00 lakh in a year. This amount of Rs.5.00 lakh has been increased
to Rs.7.50 lakh in 2004-05, Rs.10.00 lakh in 2005-06 and Rs.15 lakh
from 2011-12 onwards.

The MLAs are entitled to recommend schemes as per guidelines of
BEUP, to the tune of Rs.15 lakh per year to the concerned Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate, for their constituency area during the tenure of their
membership of the Legislative Assembly from 2011-12onwards.

The Planning (P&C) Department of the State Government is func-
tioning as a Nodal Department for implementation of BEUP.. Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrates are also functioning as the Nodal Officers for imple-
mentation of the works under BEUP. During 2012-13, Rs.900.00 lakh
was released to the 23 Sub-Divisional Magistrates (Nodal Officers) of 60
Assembly Constituencies for implementation of the works, as per Guide-
lines of BEUP.

Concluding remarks:

Overall performance of the State's economy remained impressive
till 2012-13 despite its several infrastructural bottlenecks as well as geo-
graphical isolation. But due to slow down of the national economy as
well as price rise during last two successive years; the economy of the
State has also come under severe pressure since the State has limited
scope for generating own resources.

Although the State has implemented the significant reform in Power
Sector, similar initiatives and restructuring are required for the State
run Public Sector Units (PSUs) by using the information technology and

67




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

e-governance and also to improve the basic service delivery.

Efforts need to be taken for consolidating the debt including inter-
est payments as well as by additional resource mobalisation through the
proposed Goods and Services Tax (GST).

The Central Sectors and Centrally Sponsored Schemes have been
introduced with particular emphasis on removal of inter-state and inter-
regional disparities. It is, therefore, suggested that greater flexibility may
be provided for meeting state specific needs. Innovative efforts are also
needed for mobilizing private investment from out side the state for em-
ployment generation and improving the per capita income during 12th
Plan period, 2012-17.

The flag-ship programmes need to be implemented in the State in a
time bound manner, apart from other schemes and programmes.
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5) PRICE AND COST OF LIVING

he changes in prices af-
fect a wide range of eco-
nomic activities and also
purchasing power of
people. Therefore, constant
monitoring of price behavior be-
comes imperative for the regula-
tion of macro-economic policies. It
is said that stability in price level
has a direct impact on the eco-
nomic development of the State.
Rising prices or inflation lead to
increase in the inequalities of income. It also affects the fixed income
groups of the society.

For last couple of years, the state in particular and the country as a
whole is experiencing high price rise. Infact, price influences both quan-
tum and pattern of consumption.

Price affects every individual and variation in price changes reflects
directly in the economy. In practice, the price changes in goods and
services effect different segment of people, differently. In an economy
like India, the price situation of a State is bound to be influenced by the
price behavior in the country as a whole.

The rate of inflation is measured by the statistical device "Index
Numbers of prices" considered as a barometer of the economic activity.
A stable price with mild and tolerable rate of inflation is said to stimulate

/EI Overall inflation in the Sate during 2012-13 remained high\
in both rural and urban areas due to increase in prices of
primary articles.

U Annual inflation in the State based on CPI-IW is 8.57 per-
cent in March, 2013.

U Increase in prices of primary articles and POL substan-
\ tially contributed for high inflation in the State. )
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economic growth, particularly in economies where recourses are sub-
stantially underemployed. But unchecked rise in prices endengers as
well as effects economic prospects and growth and also social stability.

[t therefore, becomes crucial for policy makers, planners and other
decision-making authorities to obtain reliable data on price movements
over the period of time and also to get projection for future price move-
ments. Price stability is essential for sustaining economic growth and
also ensuring equitable distribution of goods and services to all section
of the people.

The movement of changes in price of an economy can be studied/
analysed by the statistical method of index number of prices. Conceptu-
ally, the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is used to measure the overall rate
of inflation and Consumer Price Index (CPI) is used to measure changes
in prices of items for consumption. The WPI for Tripura is not available;
therefore, our analysis on price situation for the State is based on the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) numbers of Industrial Workers/ Middle class
employees/ Agricultural Labour etc.

Overall price-situation in the country:

Overall inflation in the country during 2012-13 remained high both
in rural and urban areas. The increase in prices of primary articles and
mineral oils substantially contributed for high inflation.

Inflation based on Wholesale Price Index (WPI):

The WPI is the most widely used and accepted index for interpreta-
tion and measuring the annual rate of inflation in the country. This is an
important indicator for micro-economic stability, measured on the basis
of year-on-year variations in WPI.

The all India WPI (2004-05=100) has moved gradually from 161.0 in
March, 2012 to 165.8 in July, 2012 and it stood at 168.8 in November,
2012. Finally, it ended-up at 170.1 in March, 2013. The inflation based
on WPI on year on year basis was 5.65 percent in March, 2013.

Rural price behavior:

The general price behavior in rural areas at all India can be ana-
lysed with the help of CPI for Agricultural Laborers (CPI-AL), 1986-87=100.
The CPI- AL has steadily moved from 559 in April, 2012 and 630 in
June, 2012 and thereafter, shows an increasing trend. The year-on-year
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basis inflation measured on CPI-AL shows that the inflation was 12.70
percent in March 2012 year-on basis at all India level, which was quite
high.

It is revealed from the above analysis that retail prices at all India
level behaved an up-ward trend during the fiscal 2012-13. The prices of
primary articales were the key driver of domestic inflation during 2012-
13. Besides, prices of fuel including LPG and petrolium products also
posed upward pressures for higher inflation in 2012-13.

Price-situation in the State:

The State is located in the Northeastern part of India and at the
extreme corner of the country with 60 percent of its area as forest area.
The State has only bordering area with two States namely Assam, 53 Km
(5.21 percent), and Mizoram, 109 Km (10.71 percent). The rest 84 per-
cent (856 Km) long bordering area of the State lies with the neighbouring
contry of Bangladesh.

The price situation in the State is actually influenced by the overall
price behaviour of the country. The price situation in the State during
2012-13 was high and not at all favourable in the State and shows up-
ward trend compared of 2011-12.

Retail price behavior of essential commodities in rural areas:

Retail prices of essential commodities from 146 rural markets of
different Blocks are being collected by the field Officials of the State
Directorate of Economics & Statistics on regular basis.

A comparative analysis of data of average retail prices in the State
for the months of March 2012 and March, 2013, reveals that retail
prices of only four essential commodities declined out of 19 com-
modities, which were atta, moong dal, onion and sweet pumkin. The
declined rate was -8.65 percent, 11.74 percent, 48.75 percent and
36.26 percent, respectively in 2012-13 as compare to preceding year
of 2011-12.

The retail prices of mustard oil, fish (small), egg, gur, milk (cow),
rice, salt, meat and green chillies increased in 2012-13. The maximum
increase for retail prices was observed for rice, potato, brinjal, gur, mus-
tard oil and salt in 2012-13 as compared to 2011-12.
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Table- 5.1.

Average rural retail prices of essential commodities in
Tripura during 2012 and 2013

Prices (In rupees) | Percentage variation

SL during (+,-) in March 2012

No. |Commodities Unit March March over, March' 2013
2012 2013

1 (2 3 4 5 6

i) |Rice (Medium) Kg. 21.34 21.62 +1.31

ii) |Rice (Coarse) Kg. 19.05 19.86 +4.21

iii) |Atta Kg. 21.50 23.36 + 8.65

iv) |[Moong Dal Kg. 72.65 81.18 +11.74

v) |Masur Dal Kg. 62.68 81.91 + 30.68

vi) |Potato Kg. 11.10 12.36 +11.35

vii) [Onion Kg. 17.97 26.73 + 48.75

viii) |Green chillies Kg. 44.33 64.50 +45.41

ix) |Pumpkin(Sweet) Kg. 13.10 17.85 + 36.26

x) |Brinjal Kg. 15.673 | 18.58 + 18.57

xi) |Fish (Small) Kg. 153.86 | 178.12 | + 15.77

xii) [Meat (Goat) Kg. 341.63 | 372.22 | + 8.95

xiii) [Egg (Duck) 4 nos. 28.10 33.74 + 20.07

xiv) [Milk (Cow) Liter 30.50 35.71 + 17.08

xv) |Mustard Oil(Loose) | Liter 93.88 108.00 | + 15.04

xvi) |Sugar Kg. 40.57 41.56 + 2.44

xvii) |[Gur Kg. 46.01 50.85 + 10.52

xviii| Tea (leaf) loose 100 g. 18.65 19.92 +16.81

xix) |Salt (pkt) 1Kg. pkt|12.95 15.24 | +17.68

Source: - Rural Retail Price, DES-Tripura.
Inflation based on Consumer Price Index:

The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is not available for Tripura, there-
fore, for assessing the price situation in this backward State, the Con-
sumer Price Index Number (CPI) for Industrial Worker/ Middle Class
Employees/Rural Labour & Agricultural Labour may be the useful in-
strument to study price behavior and the general price effect in the State.
The Consumer Price Index Numbers measure the overall price move-
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ment of goods and services at the consumption stage. The Consumer
Price Index Numbers are generally constructed for specified section of
the population.

Inflation based on Consumer Price Index numbers for Industrial
Workers:

The CPI-IW (2001=100), which is compiled and released by the La-
bour Bureau, Shimla, on the basis of the data supplied by the field offi-
cials of the State Directorate of Economics & Statistics measures monthly
movement of retail prices of various goods and services of the industrial
workers. The Government employees wage compensation (Dearness Al-
lowance) both central and state levels are done on the basis of move-
ment of this Index.

The inflation rate based on Consumer Price Index (CPI) captures
the retail price movement for different sections of consumers. The infla-
tion based on the CPI-IW (2001=100) was also high and it was 8.57 per-
cent in May-2013 year-on-year basis.

The CPI-IW exhibits up-ward trend during the year 2012-13. It
gradually moved from 168 in March, 2012 to 175 in June 2013 without
any sign of declining tendency. It increased to 190 in June, 2013.

The following table shows the year-on- year trend in CPI-IW for all
commodities in Tripura with base (2001=100) years 2012-13.

Table- 5.2.
Sl. Months 2012 2013 Percentage variation
No. during 2012-13
i) March 168 182 8.33
ii) April 173 184 6.35
iii) May 175 190 8.57
iv) June 175 190 8.57

Source: - Labour Bureau- Shimla.

Chart 5.1: CPI - IW
i:z : =2 173 220 175 =
160 |
140 -
120
100
80 |
60 -
40 -

8.57 8.57
20 4 8.33 6.35

March April May June

m 2012 w2013 Percentage varition during 2012-13
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The prices for CPI-IW are being collected from 10 (ten) different mar-
kets of Tripura viz., Maharajganj Bazar (Agartala), Mohanpur, Ranirbazar,
Dharmanagar, Kailashahar, Kadamtala, Kumarghat, Bishalgarh,
Santirbazar and Teliamura. The Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour,
Shimla releases the CPI for Industrial Worker after getting the data
weekly/ monthly basis from these markets collected by the State Direc-
torate of Economics & Statistics, Tripura.

Rural price behavior:

The rural price behaviour of the State can be explained with help of
CPI for Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL) and CPI for Rural Labourers (CPI-
RL). The CPI for Agricultural Labourers has moved from 585 in April
2011 and it thereafter increased and stood at 604 in August 2011 and
601 in January 2012. Finally, it ended with 630 in June, 2012.

The inflation rate based on CPI-AL on a year-on-year basis was 12.70
percent in March 2012, which was 4.30 percent in the preceding year. At
all India level, the inflation rate on year-on-year basis based on CPI-AL
was 3.76 percent in March, 2012.

The movements of the CPIs for Agricultural labour and Rural La-
bour during 2007 to 2013 may be seen in the following table:

Table- 5.3.
Category Year Tripura All-India
GeneralIndex | Food [General Index Food
CPI-Agri. April 2007 387 369 394 390
Labour April 2008 410 403 429 429
April 2009 440 441 463 468
April 2010 470 469 545 538
April 2011 534 526 587 587
Percentage 2007 to 2008 5.94 9.21 8.88 10.00
increased 2008 to 2009 7.32 9.43 7.93 9.09
during 2009 to 2010 6.82 6.35 17.71 14.96
2010 to 2011 12.10 13.62 11.60 8.74
CPI-Rural April 2007 376 365 395 390
Labour April 2008 404 400 429 429
April 2009 436 437 468 468
April 2010 464 464 546 538
April 2011 528 524 585 587
74




Economic RevieEw

oF Tripura, 2012-13

Percentage 2007 to 2008 7.44 9.59 8.61 10.00

increased 2008 to 2009 7.92 9.25 9.09 9.09

during 2009 to 2010 6.42 6.18 16.67 14.96
2010 to 2011 13.79 12.93 7.14 9.11

Source: - Labour Bureau, Shimla.

Consumer Price Index Numbers for Middle Class Employees of
Agartala:

The CPI for Middle Class Employees at Agartala was 3963 in April
2012 and it increased to 3998 in May 2012. In June 2012, it increased
to 4038 and thereafter increased further to 4220 in January 2013. In
April, 2013 it stood at 4364, showing on inflation of 10.11 percent year
on year basis.

Consumer Price Index Numbers for Rural, Urban and Combined:

The Central Statistics Office, Government of India has introduced a
new series of consumer price index for all India and States/UTs sepa-
rately for rural, urban and combined for the purpose of intra temporal
price comparison with effect from February, 2012.

Table- 5.4.
Category Year Tripura All-India
CPI- February 2012 114.3 114.6
Combined March 2012 114.8 115.5
April 2012 114.9 117.1
May 2012 114.8 118.2
June 2012 114.9 119.6
July 2012 116.8 121.4
August 2012 117.5 122.9
September 2012 116.7 124.0
October 2012 117.7 124.9
November 2012 118.6 125.4
December 2012 118.1 125.6
CPI-Urban February 2012 112.7 113.5
March 2012 114.2 114.6
April 2012 115.3 116.1
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May 2012 116.3 117.1
June 2012 116.9 118.5
July 2012 117.6 119.9
August 2012 118.7 121.1
September 2012 119.3 121.9
October 2012 120.7 122.6
November 2012 121.6 123.4
December 2012 122.3 124.0
CPI-Rural February 2012 114.9 115.4
March 2012 115.0 116.2
April 2012 114.8 117.9
May 2012 114.3 119.1
June 2012 114.2 120.5
July 2012 116.5 122.6
August 2012 117.1 124.3
September 2012 116.6 126.7
October 2012 116.6 126.6
November 2012 117.5 126.9
December 2012 116.5 126.8

Source: - Labour Bureau, Shimla.

Concluding remarks:

Price situation during 2012-13 in the State was not favourable and
shows up-ward trends in both rural and urban areas. The increase in
prices of primary articles and mineral oils substantially contributed for
high inflation. The increasing price trend of the State is greatly influ-
enced by the price behaviour of the country as a whole. Overall price
situation was hardened in 2012-13.

All major retail prices like rice (medium), rice (coarse), atta, moong
dal, masur dal, mustard oil, fish (small), egg(duck), milk, gur, sugar, on-
ion, tea-leaf, green chillies noticed an increasing trend in 2012-13 over
2011-12.
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6) POVERTY, MANPOWER & EMPLOYMENT

he generation of pro-

ductive and gainful em-

ployment to absorb the

growing labour force is

one of the main stretegies

of achieving inclusive growth dur-

ing 12th Plan period (2012-17).

Successive plan strategies and

programmes especially after fifth

five year plan are designed by the

Government with a special focus

on employment generation since

it was increasingly realised that

economic growth alone not in a position to tackle the problem of un-
employment, therefore, inclusive growth has been emphasised.

Though Population Census is the most credible source of data on
employment structure and labour force, conducted after a lag of ten
years. Therefore, to bridge the data gaps, quinquennial rounds of Na-
tional Sample Survey (NSS) on employment and unemployment and Eco-
nomic Censuses are conducted. In addition, employment data of organ-
ized sector is available through mandatory returns of factories, which
are registered under Factories Act, 1948. The Employment Market in-
formation (EMI) programme provides employment data of public and pri-
vate sector establishments.

Inclusive growth must create adequate livelihood opportunities

/
0  Total job seekers registered in the Live Register in the

State was 5,99,619 in March, 2013.

0 As per census 2011, out of total workers (main and mar-
ginal) 84.72 percent were in rural areas.

0 MGNREGA is successfully being implemented in the state
and 490.13 lakh mandays generated in 2012-13.

0 Average daily factory employment in the State was 48,436

in 2011-12.
\- J
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commensurate with the expectations of a growing labour force. The late
2007 onwards shows that the entire world economies including the de-
veloped nation are suffering from serious employment crisis as an im-
pact of economic recession, although the Indian economy did not crunch
much due to earlier inherited pattern of the planned economic develop-
ment initiated since 1st Five Year Plan, 1950-51. Moreover, the process
of economic development could not be much effective as the contempo-
rary pattern of growth of Indian economy is jobless especially for the
Northeastern States and the growth of GSDP do not necessarily imply an
equivalent growth of employment.

In 12th Plan also generation of productive and gainful employment,
on a sufficient scale especially during 2012-13 to 2016-17 to absorb the
growing labour force both in rural and urban areas is one of the main
strategies of achieving the inclusive growth. The experiences in-accel-
eration of employment growth in the State during 11th Plan period, 2007-
08 to 2011-12 is modest. On the other hand, the high price rise stated
since 2007, the people in general of the State have also come under
severe stretch and strain. The State may face serious problems for solv-
ing the issue of un-employment in-particular due to economic set backs.
The most important recent fiscal constraint of Tripura is not so favour-
able 13th Finance Commission's awards for the committed liabilities of
the State. The Centre provided about 85 percent of the State's existing
revenues. The fiscal condition of the State are determined to a large
extent by the level of Central transfers.

There is widespread under nutrition among women and children
especially in hilly and remote areas of the State. Moreover, the district
level Human Development Indices (HDI) varies among the districts of
the State as indicated in the Tripura Human Development Report (THDR),
2007.Problems of un-employment added another dimension since 27
percent of land is only available for agricultural cultivation. Moreover,
there is hardly any scope of getting additional land for cultivation of food
crops for absorbing the growing rural manpower.

The MGNREGA is successfully being implemented in the State for
reducing the rural poverty and performances in 2012-13 shows that
Rs.490.13 lakhs rural mandays were generated with an expenditure of
Rs.945.59 crores.
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Workforce as per Census-2011:

The workforce data based on Census-2011 has been released by
the Registrar General of India,New Delhi shows that the total number of
workers (main & marginal) in the State was 14,69,521. Out of these total
workers, 11,59,561 were the main workers and 3,09,960 were the mar-
ginal workers in 2011.

The total male workers (main & marginal) were 10,45,326 and re-
maining 4,24,195 were the female workers in 2011. Out of the total
worker (main & marginal), 11,16,076 (75.95 percent) were in rural areas
and 3,53,445 (24.05 percent) were in the urban area in 2011,respec-
tively. The proportion of total workers (main & marginal) in total popula-
tion of the State was 39.99 in 2011, which was 36.24 percent in 2001.

The total main workers were 10,77,019 in 2011, out of which
8,87,881(83.44 percent) were male main workers and 1,89,138 (17.56
percent) were female main workers.

Composition of main workers:

The percentage distribution of main workers according to economic
classification as per 1991, 2001 and 2011 Censuses is presented in the
table below:

Table- 6.1.
Sl. | Items 1991 2001 2011
No.
1 2 3 4 5
i) Cultivator 38.09 26.88 22.90
ii) | Agri-labourers 25.70 24.03 18.74
iii) | Mfg. processing servicing etc. 1.42 2.90 1.79
iv) | Other workers 34.79 46.19 56.56
v) | Total 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: - Census-2011, RGI.

The proportion of cultivators among all main workers in the State
declined from 43.29 in 1981 to 38.09 in 1991 and to 26.88 in 2001 and
further to 22.90 in 2011. In the same period the proportion of agri-la-
bour in the State decreased from 26.72 percent in 1981 to 25.70 per-
cent in 1991 and to 24.03 in 2001 and again to 18.74 in 2011. The
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proportion of other workers has increased from 34.79 percent in 1991 to
46.19 percent in 2001 and further to 56.56 in 2011. The proportion of
manufacturing main worker stood at 1.79 percent in 2011.

Classification of workers- (Census-2011)

Other
workers Agri-
56.56 % laboureres

18.74 %

mMfg.
1.79%

Work participation rate:

The work participation rate (WPR) stood at 39.99 percent in 2011
which were 36.2 per cent in 2001 and 31.1 percent in 1991, respec-
tively. The work participation rate among the rural population of the
State was 41.14 per cent in 2011.The similar work participation rate
among the urban population was 36.76 percent in 2011.

Male work participation rate:

Male work participation rate for state as a whole increased from
47.6 per cent in 1991 to 50.6 in 2001 Census and further to 55.77 per-
centin 2011.

Female work participation rate:

Female work participation rate increased from only 13.8 percent to
21.1 percent in 2001 and further to 23.57 percent in 2011.

Main and marginal workers:

Census-2011 classified the workers in two categories viz. main work-
ers i.e. those who worked for a major period of the year (i.e. 183 or more
days) and marginal workers i.e. those who worked for less than 183 days
in a year.

Main workers: The total main workers was 10,77,019 in 2011.The
proportion of main workers in total population of the State was 29.31
percentin 2011, which were 28.41 percent in 2001 and 29.10 percent in
1991,respectively.The proportion of rural main workers was 28.63 in
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2011 which was 28.07 percent in 2001 as compared to 29.21 percent in
1991. The same proportion of main workers in urban area was 31.25
percent in 2011 as compared to 30.02 percent in 2001 and 28.45 per-
cent in 1991.

Marginal workers: The total marginal worker was 3,92,502 in 2011.
The incidence of marginal workers among the males was low as com-
pared to females. About 40.11 percent of the males in the State were
marginal workers, while remaining 59.88 percent were female marginal
workers. The marginal workers in rural areas was 3,39,493 i.e. 86.49
percent of the marginal workers were residing in rural areas in 2011 as
against 53,009 marginal in urban area.

Male workers:

The total male worker was 10,45,326 (main and marginal), which
accounts 71.13 percent of the total workers in 2011. Out of which, main
male worker was 8,87,881 and main marginal worker was 1,57,445.

In rural area, total male worker (main and marginal) was 7,76,583
where as it was 2,77,559 in urban area.

This proportion of male main worker in the rural areas was 45.92
in 2011 as against 44.68 percent in 2001 and 46.92 percent in 1991 to
the total rural male population. In urban areas, the proportion of male
main workers was 51.49 percent in 2011 which was 48.92 percent in
2001 and 46.92 percent in 1991 to the total urban male population.

Female workers:

The total female worker was 4,24,195 (main and marginal), out of
which 1,89,138 was the main female worker in 2011.The proportion of
female workers (main and marginal) was 28.86 percent to total workers
in 2011. The proportion of main female workers was 8.95 percent in
1981 which rose to 10.14 percent in 1991 and 10.70 percent in 2001
and stood 10.51 percent in 2011 to the total female population.

Total female main worker was 1,39,560 in rural area and 49,578
was in urban area in 2011.

Employment as per 5th Economic Census, 2005:

The nature of the existing employment pattern in Tripura can also
be found from the Sth economic Census results. As we know Economic
Census is a complete account of all entrepreneurial units located within
the geographical boundaries of the State that covers all sectors exclud-
ing crop production and plantation. It has been revealed from the report
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that about 3,85,708 persons were working in 1,89,423 establishments
in 2005 against 2,68,257 persons in 1,04,427 establishments in 1998.
Out of the total workers of 3,85,708 persons in 2005, 2,59,910 (67.38
percent) were in rural areas and remaining 1,25,798 (32.61 percent)
were in the urban areas. As per the report, the total hired workers in
2005 were 2,05, 397, i.e. 53.25 percent of the total workers. The maxi-
mum number of workers was found engaged in retail trade: 28.21 per-
cent, followed by manufacturing: 18.60 percent, public administration:
14.54 percent, education: 14.40 percent and other community and per-
sonal services -4.84 percent totaling to 80.59 percent of the total
employments in the non-agriculture sector of the State.

Table- 6.2.
Sl Major activity Employment
No. West South North |Dhalai |Total
Tripura Tripura | Tripura
1 Farming of animals 3,218 2,415 1,027 1,115 |7,775
2 | Agri services, forestry & hunting | 2,626 4,036 683 605 7,950
3 | Fishing 457 909 436 495 2,297
4 | Agricultural activities (1+2+3) 6,301 7,360 2,146 |2,215 |[18,022
5 | Mining & Quarrying 41 51 673 215 980
6 | Manufacturing 31,498 15,615 15,974 |5,298 |68,385
7 | Electricity, gas & water supply 1,589 834 583 255 3,261
8 Construction 1,152 595 691 110 2,548
9 | Wholesale Trade 2,445 814 720 174 4,153
10 |Retail Trade 54,063 22,851 1,6872 19,935 |1,03,721
11 [Restaurants & hotels 6,311 3,916 2,480 1,310 |14,017
12 | Transport & storage 9,768 3,876 3,149 1,000 17,793
13 | Communication 1,597 839 845 260 3,541
14 | Financial insurance, 4,549 2,342 968 338 8,197
real estate & business services
15 | Community, social & 9,272 4,760 5,837 1,633 21,502
personal services
16 | Other (un-specified) activities 65,148 26,159 18,720 (9,561 1,19,588
17 | Non-agricultural activities(5-16) 1,87,433 | 82,652 67,512 |30,089 |3,67,686
18 | Agri & non-agri activities(4+17) 1,93,734 | 90,012 69,658 |32,304 |3,85,708

Source: Economic Census Report-2005, DES-Tripura.

The report also indicated the distribution of all establishments and
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persons working therein by size-class of employment in 2005, which are
presented in the following Table.

Table- 6.3.

Sl. | Item Size class of employment
No, 1-5 6-9 10 & above | All classes
1 (2 4 5 6
Rural
i) |Establishments 1,34,550| 2,285 (2,025 1,38,860
ii) |Persons usually working | 1,92,635| 16,602 (50,673 2,959,910
Urban
i) |Establishments 48,415 1,060 |1,088 50,563
ii) |Persons usually working | 70,383 7,720 47,695 1,25,798
Combined
i) |Establishments 1,82,965| 3,345 |3,113 1,89,423
ii) |Persons usually working | 2,63,018| 24,322 |98,368 3,85,708

Source: Economic Census Report-2005, DES-Tripura.

The following also table depicts a comparison among the earlier four
districts for the persons usually working (excluding crop production &
plantation) in the State as per Sth Economic Census, 2005 and 4th Eco-
nomic Census, 1998.

Table- 6.4.

Sl. | Districts 4%t Economic Census 5% Economic Census
No. Rural Urban | Combined | Rural Urban |Combined
i) | West Tripura | 74,339 [69,707| 1,44,046 1,05,226( 88,508 |1,93,734
ii) | South Tripura| 45,086 [13,425(58,511 73,374 [16,638 (90,012
iii) | North Tripura| 30,509 |16,031|46,540 51,192 (18,466 |69,658
iv) [ Dhalai 17,726 (1,434 |[19,160 30,118 |2,186 32,304

Total 1,67,660(70,344 | 2,68,257 | 2,59,910(1,25,798]| 3,85,708

Source: - DES-Tripura.

It is revealed from the above table that the liberalization and re-
forms of Indian economy has not given the expected acceleration of the
growth in employment especially for the educated youths till end of 11th
Five Year Plan in the State. The result of Sth Economic Census reveals
that employment increased less in urban areas than to rural areas. The
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annual average growth rate in employment during 1998 to 2005 has
increased considerably in rural areas due to successful implementation
of the anti poverty and wage employment programmes in the state. The
following table shows the number of employment as well as their growth
during the intra- economic census period of 1998 to 2005.

Table : 6.5.
Location Employment Employment | Annual average
EC-1998 EC-2005 growth rate
Rural 1,67,670 2,59,910 5.63
Urban 1,00,597 1,25,798 2.83
Combined 2,68,267 3,85,708 4.64

Source: - Economic Census Reports, DES-Tripura.

On the other hand, job seekers have been increasing over the years
due to higher literacy rates in the State and the employment situation
has now become alarming. In 1990, there were 1,76,742 un-employed
job seekers in the state, which rose to 2,50,729 in 1998 and further,
raised to 3,66,207 in March 2002, in March 2005 it stood at 4,21,835
and in March 2008 the figure touched at 5,32,775 and further to 5,99,619
in March 2013. Till recent year, Government sector has been the only
avenue for organized employment in this backward State since the State
has almost no industry under organized sector except brickfields and
age old tea industry, where-in scope of organized employment for the
educated persons are negligible.

On the other hand, agriculture sector has become stagnant and is
unable to provide any further employment. Against this backgroung the
State Government has rightly initiated the "Swavalamban", a self em-
ployment programme.

Poverty:

The basic human needs are usually listed in the material dimen-
sion as the need to be adequately nourished, the need to be decently
clothed, the need to be reasonably sheltered, the need to escape avoid-
able diseases, the need to be (at least) minimally educated and the
need to be mobile for purposes of social interaction and participation
of economic activity. Poverty is one of the main barriers between enti-
tlement and access to income, employment, education, housing, health
and other basic necessities of life such as food, clothing, shelter and
safe drinking water.
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Official estimates of poverty of India covering all States/UTs have
been made by the Planning Commission as nodal agency on the basis of
mathodology suggested by the Expert Group.

The Planning Commission has periodically estimated poverty lines
and poverty ratios for each of the years for which large sample surveys
on household consumer expenditure have been conducted by the Na-
tional Sample Survey Office, Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation,Government of India. These surveys are normally con-
ducted quinquennial basis.

Poverty Estimates for 2004-05 and 2011-12:

The methodology for estimation of poverty followed by the Planning
Commission has been based on the recommendations made by the ex-
perts in the field from time to time. In December 2005, Planning Com-
mission constituted an Expert Group eminent economist Prof. Lt.Suresh
D. Tendulkar to review the methodology for estimation of poverty. The
Tedulkar Committee submitted its report in December 2009 and com-
puted poverty lines and poverty ratios for 2004-05. For comparison they
also computed poverty lines and poverty ratios for 1993-94 also with
identical methodology. These were accepted by the Planning Commis-
sion, New Delhi.

Based on the estimates of the Tendulkar Committee, the final set of
new poverty ratio for 2004-05 for Tripura comes about 44.5 percent for
rural areas and 22.55 percent for urban areas against all India poverty
ratio of 41.8 percent for rural areas and 25.7 percent for urban areas,
respectively. The total poverty ratio combining the rural and urban stood
at 40.6 percent for Tripura against 37.2 percent for all India in 2004-05
as per the new expert group estimates.

The new expert group has also given the final poverty lines for all
the states including the North-Eastern states. The final poverty line
for Tripura was Rs.450.49 for rural areas and Rs.555.79 for urban
areas as against Rs.446.68 for rural areas and Rs.578.8 for all India
in 2004-05.

The next large scale survey of house hold consumer expenditure
was conducted in 2009-10. Following the Tendulkar Committee meth-
odology, Planning Commission made estimates of poverty for 2009-10
ahich were released through a Press Note on 19th March 2012. The
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following table shows the poverty ratio by Tendulkar Methodology using

Mixed Reference Period (MRP) for 2004-05 and 2011-12 as released by
the Planning Commission.

Table- 6.6.
Rural Urban Total
2004-05: Tripura 44.50 22.50 40.60
All India 41.80 25.70 37.20
2011-12: Tripura 16.53 7.42 14.05
All India 25.70 13.70 21.90

Poverty Ratio

30.00 4

25.70

25.00
21.90

20.00
16.53
15.00 - 13.70 14.05
10.00 - 7.42
5.00 -
0.00 T T

Rural Urban Total

Tripura m All India

Since several representation were made suggesting the Tendulkar
that the Tendulkar Committee estimate was too low, the Planning Com-
mission in June 2012, constituted an Expert Committee under Chair-
manship of Dr.C.Ramgarajan to once again review the methodology for
the measurement of poverty.

Poverty alleviation programmes:

The anti-poverty programmes have been strengthened in order to
generate additional employment, create productive assets, impart tech-
nical and entrepreneurial skills and raise income level of the poor. The
Government of Tripura is fully recognizing and accordingly, constituted
the three-tier Panchayat Raj system in the State and provided the Tripura
Panchayat Act, 1993 for effective implementation of the poverty allevia-
tion programmes and generation of employment opportunities as well as
the basic services programmes.
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A number of poverty alleviation and employment opportunities pro-
grammes including the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Gurantee
Act (MGREGA) are being implemented by the State Government, the
details is in box -6.1.The Union Government has taken the wage em-
ployment programmes, the outreach of these programmes increased es-
pecially during 1989 to 2007. These self targeting wage employment pro-
grammes implemented by the State Government with central assistance
with the objective to provide enhanced livelihood security, especially of
those dependent on casual manual labour.

MGREGA:

i) Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Gurantee Act (MGREGA): The
Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Act or MGREGA aims
at enhancing livelihood security of households in rural areas of the
country by providing at least one hundred days of guaranted wage em-
ployment in a fiscal year to every household whose adult members
volunteer to do unskilled manual work. The Act also ensures 33 per-
cent participation of women. The primary objective of the Act is aug-
menting wage employment. The Act is also a significant vehicle for
strengthening decentralisation of local governance by Panchayati Raj.

The Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MREGA)
actually guaranteed the livelihood security for 100 days of wage em-
ployment in a financial year to a rural household whose members vol-
unteer to do unskilled manual work.

ii) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY): The Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yogona (PMGSY) was launched on December, 2000 as a
100 per cent Centrally Sponsored Scheme with the primary objective of
providing all-weather connectivity to the eligible unconnected habita-
tions in the rural areas. The programme is funded mainly from the
accruals of diesel cess in the Central Road Fund. In addition, support
of the multilateral funding agencies and the domestic financial institu-
tions is being obtained to meet the financial requirements of the pro-
grammes.

iii) Indira Awas Yojana (IAY): The Indira Awas Yojana (IAY) aims at
providing dwelling wunits, free of cost, to Scheduled
Castes(SCs),Scheduled Tribes(STs),and free bonded labourers and also
non-SC/ST BPL families in rural areas. It is funded on a cost sharing
basis in the rates of 75:25 between the Centre and State.

iv) Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY): The Swarnjayanti
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Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) has been introduced after restructur-
ing the Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and allied
scheme in April, 1999.The SGSY is the only self-employment programme
for rural poor. The objective is to bring the self-employed above pov-
erty line by providing the income-generating assets through bank credit
and Government subsidy.

v) Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana (SGRY): The Sampoorna
Grameen Rozgar Yojana (SGRY) launched in September, 2001. The ob-
jective of the programme is to provide additional wage employment in
rural areas, as also food security, alongside creation of durable com-
munity, social and economic infrastructure in the rural areas.

vi) Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY): The Swarna
Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY) launched in December, 1997.
The Urban Self-Employment Programme (USEP) and the Urban Wage
Employment Programme (UWEP) are the two special components of the
SJSRY were substituted for various programmes operated earlier for
urban poverty alleviation.

vii) Valmiki Ambedkar Awas Yojana(VAMBAY): The Valmiki
Ambedkar Awas Yojana(VAMBAY) launched in December, 2001 to fa-
cilitate the construction and up-gradation of dwelling units for slum
dwellers and provides a healthy and enabling urban environment
through community toilets under Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan.

viii) Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC): The main objective of Total
Sanitation Campaign (TSC) is to create awareness and accelerate sani-
tation coverage in houses, schools in rural areas.

ix) Integrted Wastelands Development Programme (IWDP): The
Integrted Wastelands Development Programme (IWDP) aims is to har-
vest rainwater for irrigation, plantations including horticulture and flo-
riculture, pasture development, fisheries etc. in rural areas.

x) Swajaldhara: On December 2002 the reform initiative in the
Rural Drinking Water Sector were sealed up throughout the country by
launching the Swajaldhara by the then Hon'ble Prime Minister of India.
Since then, all the reforms initiative is Rural Drinking Water Sector
were brought under the scheme called 'Swajaldhara'.

xi) Tripura Urban Employment Programme (TUEP): Besides above
poverty alleviation schemes are being implemented in rural areas of
the State,the Government of Tripura launched a state run scheme for
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urban poverty alleviation since 2009-10 named as Tripura Urban Em-
ployment Programme (TUEP) in line with the MGNREGA, to provide at
least 75 days work to one adult family member of each and every BPL
listed families in a fiscal year. The TUEP is one of the unique schemes
in the country for urban poverty alleviation.

By generating employment through implementation of self-employ-
ment programmes have successfully been implemented in the State de-
spite its infrastructural bottlenecks as well as law and order problem out
of insurgency. Special emphasis has been given for covering economically
backward and ST / SC target groups including women and children.

During 2011-12, agreed outlay as per Labour Budget was
Rs.1,04,229.998 lakhs and there was a target for generating 500.00 lakhs
mandays.

The detail status report of MGREGA in Tripura during 2012-13 is
presented in the following table.

Table- 6.7.
i) Number of job card issued 6,37,195
ii) | Number of households provided employment 5,96,530
iii) | Mandays generated (in lakhs) 518.51
iv) | Average mandays generated 87
v) | Number of families provided work 5,96,530
vi) | Number of families demanded work 5,97,437
vii) | No. of households completed 100 mandays 2,37,184
vii) | Carryover fund of last year to this year(Rs in lakh) | 728.66
viii) | Central release (Rs in lakh) 76,888.98
ix) | State's release (Rs in lakh) 15,351.91
x) | Miscellenous receipts (i.e, interest) (Rs in lakh) 845.17
xi) | Total fund available for 2001-12 (Rs in lakh) 98,793.38
xii) | Total expenditure incurred (Rs in lakh) 97,168.64

Source: - RD Department, Tripura.

The financial report under MGNREGA in 2012-13 is presented in
the following Table.
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Table- 6.8.
(Rs in Lakhs)
District Actual |Central Misc SGEF State Total Total % of Balance
OB as |share receipt |interest | share fund expen- expen- | fund
on released amount |released availability | diture diture
01.4.12 | to District released| to Dist.
through to Dist. |through
SEGF A/c SEGF A/c
West 711.34 |13269.05 | 32.00 |53.09 2579.57 16645.05 [16361.87 [98.30 [283.18
Sepahijala| 29.23 11043.33 109.83 [0.00 2045.27 13227.66 [13194.82]99.75 |32.84
Khowai 252.07 |8327.97 198.72 [0.00 1539.39 10318.15 [9939.89 [96.33 [378.26
Gomati 750.89 |9874.04 50.66 |0.00 2172.72 12848.31 [12466.06 [97.02 [382.25
South 370.93 |10111.63 | 5.25 0.00 2044.76 12532.57 [12618.46 | 100.69 |-85.89
Unakoti 429.29 |6494.03 125.45[31.03 1286.1 8365.91 8476.69 |101.32|-100.78
North 595.93 [8342.67 137.37 [0.00 1597.92 10673.89 [9951.2 93.23 |722.69
Dhalai 2483.52|9426.26 185.89 (0.00 2086.17 14181.84 [14159.65(99.84 |22.19

Source: - RD Department, Tripura.

The physical achievements of MGNREGA in 2012-13 is presented
in the following Table.

Table- 6.9.
(Rs in Lakhs)
District Total job | Total Total Persondays| Average | HHs Persondays| % of women
card employ- emp generated |mandayy completed| generated participation
issued demanded| provided 100 days | for women
West 109233 | 102939 102830 | 8292514 81 18127 3198140 39
Sepahijala | 91562 87806 87770 7212232 82 22655 3183397 52
Khowai 67843 64456 64284 5581482 87 22197 2183321 39
Gomati 84101 77509 77425 7457384 96 51655 3759025 50
South 88936 79785 79672 6914443 87 24382 2777666 40
Unakoti 51228 47672 47586 4628124 97 34790 1622889 35
North 67482 63140 62997 4903794 78 19808 1773786 36
Dhalai 76810 74130 73966 6861261 93 43570 2802729 41

Tripura Urban Employment Programme (TUEP):

Source: - RD Department, Tripura.

Tripura Urban Employment Programme (TUEP) has been launched
since 2009-10 by the Government of Tripura. It is modeled in line with
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).
The vision of this scheme is to provide employment to one adult mem-
ber of each listed BPL family of each ULBs in AMC areas. The State
Government has decided to provide 75 days employment in a year. The
Scheme is fully funded by the State Government from its own budget.
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The total fund released from State Finance Department was Rs.50
crore under this scheme and entire fund was released to Agartala Mu-
nicipal Council and other Nagar Panchayats. The total mandays gener-
ated under TUEP was 18,54,802 in Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in 2012-
13.

The detailed position of implementation of TUEP during 2012-13 in
ULBs is presented in the following Table.

Table- 6.10.
(Rs. in lakhs)
Sl. | Name of ULBs Job Fund Expdn. Mandays | Avg.
No. card placed 2012-13 | generated | days,
issued | 2012-13 2012-13 2012-13

1) | Agartala Municipal Council 24513 | 2570.42 | 1720.42 | 863594 35
2) | Khowai Nagar Panchayat 1331 150.57 97.97 54219 41
3) | Teliamura Nagar Panchayat 2305 | 230.25 171.55 105399 46
4) | Ranirbazar Nagar Panchayat 1500 155.17 112.62 59367 40
5) | Sonamura Nagar Panchayat 1683 171.30 31.64 55190 33
6) | Bishalgarh Nagar Panchayat 1498 158.82 128.50 54248 37
7) | Udaipur Nagar Panchayat 1944 215.40 158.03 67072 35
8) | Amarpur Nagar Panchayat 1201 110.28 79.92 47190 39
9) | Belonia Nagar Panchayat 2331 252.34 164.35 104895 45
10. | Sabroom Nagar Panchayat. 912 104.05 66.60 39030 47
11. | Santirbazer Nagar Panchayat. | 1812 169.95 110.94 82918 52
12. | Dharmanagar Nagar Panchayat| 1543 185.26 180.11 72650 50
13. | Kailashahar Nagar Panchayat. | 1448 161.34 142.20 98373 68
14. | Kumarghat Nagar Panchayat. 1089 119.27 81.37 44354 41
15. | Kamalpur Nagar Panchayat. 1414 137.72 108.97 68606 49
16. | Ambassa Nagar Panchayat. 906 107.88 77.27 37697 42

TOTAL 47430 | 5000.00 | 3432.46 [ 1854802 | 44

Manpower & Employment:

The State Directorate of Employment Services & Manpower Planning
has six following employment exchanges: One of the main functions of
these organizations is to register the names of job-seekers having various
kinds of enducational degrees and diploma and forward the name of job
seekers to the requiring departments, organizations for recruitment.
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i) Sub-Regional Employment Exchange, Agartala.

i) Special Employment Exchange of Physically Handicapped,
Agartala.

iii) District Employment Exchange, Udaipur, Gomati.

iv)  District Employment Exchange, Kailashahar, Unokati.

v)  District Employment Exchange, Ambassa, Dhalai.

vi) Town Employment Exchange, Dharmanagar, North Tripura.

The State Directorate of Employment Services & Manpower Plan-
ning also acts in-accordance with a Central Act namely Employment
Exchanges (compulsory Notification of Vacancies) Act, 1959 and rules
made there under in 1960. Besides, it also implements some of the
provisions of the persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, pro-
tection of rights and full participation) Act, 1995 and rules made there
under in 1996.

The operational functions of employment exchanges and employ-
ment information and Assistance Bureaxs includes registration of names
of jobseekers, maintenance of live register of the unemployed, time to
time submission of names against the vacancies notified by the employ-
ers, preparation and dissemination of employment statistics, collection
of employment market information, imparting vocational guidance to the
jobseekers, promotional and motivational programme for jobseekers in
self-employment, career guidance to the jobseekers as per their educa-
tional qualification, set-up and conduct coaching centers for different
Joint Entrance examinations at school level, conducting all India Level
Staff Selection Commission's Examination at Agartala, conducting ca-
reer counseling in various schools and colleges for future guidance of
the aspirants.

The State Government have already notified forty coaching centres
for the intending students for Joint Entrance Examinations. The venues
of coaching centres are the hgher secodary schools including the Trbal
Sub Plan and Special Component Sub Plan area.

In 2012-13, three booklets as well as leaflets are containing infor-
mation on career and job opportunities containing information on job
opportunities in sub-divisoins, block offices as well as employment ex-
changes. During 2012-13, the State Department conduted fifty career
programmes in different schools/ colleges.
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Air force recruitment rally: Airmen recruitment rally for admission in
Indian Air Force has conducted at Agartala during 26th July, 2012 to
2nd August, 2012. In the said rally, candicates from Tripura and other
North-Eastern states participated.

Stuty circle: In the Sub-Regional Empoyment Exchange, Agartala one
study circle has been opened, where the unemployed person could study
for various competitive examinations, employment news, carrier guide

etc.

Total job-seekers registered in the live register till March 2013 in

the State was 5,99,619 and details by category are as follows:

Table- 6.11.
SC ST OBC PH Ex-Serviceman | Un-reseved | Total
96,430| 1,33,891| 40,491 | 5,021 952 3,22,834 5,99,619

Source: Employment & Manpower.
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The registered job-seekers in live register of Special Employment
Exchange for physically handicapped till March 2013 was 5,021 as shown

below:
Table- 6.12.
Orthopedically Visually | Hearing | Mentally | Multiple | Total
3,507 0691 681 99 43 5,021
Source: Employment & Manpower,Tripura.
Factory Employment:

The data available from State Factories & Boilers Organisation for
2011-12, the average daily factory employment in the State was 48,436.
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Out of these, the district-wise average number of workers employed dur-
ing the year 2011-12 is as follows.

Table-6.13.

District Under Sec.| Under Sec.[| Under Sec.| Total Average No.

2m(i) 2m(ii) 85 section | Factories| of Workers

employed

West 284 72 534 890 30,825
South 108 20 190 318 14,497
North 131 9 70 210 11,557
Dhalai 49 8 29 86 6,580
Total 572 109 823 1,504 63,459

Source: - Chief Inspector of Factories & Boilers, Tripura.

With this additional coverage, number of total registered and licensed
factories under the Factories Act comes to 1582 up to March, 2013 and
number of total workers benefited comes to 65064.

Type of factories as on 31st March, 2013:

Table-6.14.

District Stone/ | Saw| Tea | Steel |Rubber |Elec-|Printing| Engineer| Water |Other|Total| Workers

Bricks | mill [ ind- | fabri- |plastic press workshoyq treat-

ustry| cation| ment

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
West 110 42 |7 185 [22 7 61 115 39 144 |732 | 22852
Khowai 29 0 10 0 3 2 3 15 66 4032
Sepahijala | 30 1 58 3 0 7 4 40 159 | 5195
South 59 2 15 3 0 12 5 13 115 | 7502
Gomati 49 0 60 2 4 45 11 26 212 | 7280
North 62 12 7 16 4 2 18 12 3 13 149 | 7331
Unakoti 24 9 4 0 1 2 5 9 61 4243
Dhalai 49 3 10 0 1 1 4 14 88 6629
Total 412 75 | 29 358 |34 18 112 196 74 274 |1582| 65064

Source: - Chief Inspector of Factories & Boilers, Tripura.

Tripura Public Service Commission:

In the year 2011-12, 390 posts were advertised by the TPSC, 23,355
numbers of applications were received for these posts and 187 num-
bers of candidates were recommended against these advertisements.
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Future strategy for employment generation:

For accelerating the growth of employment opportunities in the State
and also allow to realise full potential of the state's economy for income
generation opportunities, the State should encourage the following.

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

Vi)

vii)

viii)

State Government may focus the State as vibrant border trade
region with Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Thailand for specific
areas like food processing, rubber based industries, bio-tech
projects etc. In this regard the recommendations of IIFT, New
Delhi may also be consulted.

Expansion of the infrastructural facilities like road, rail con-
nectivity; banking; power supply etc.

Vocational courses should be encouraged by introducing vo-
cational subjects in conventional courses and through mar-
ket, industry, institution linkups.

Job oriented courses may be introduced in Degree Colleges to
get more job opportunities or self-employment opportunities.

Expansion of technical education by establishing more colleges
in Engineering, Nursing and Paramedical institutions in pri-
vate sector.

Creation of special economic zones, industrial estates, biotech
parks, food parks, IT parks, railway projects, roadway projects
including rural roads etc. will provide large-scale employment
opportunities to unskilled, semi skilled and skilled workers.

Utilisation of vast gas recourses, rubber etc. will generate size-
able employment opportunities.

Providing employment opportunities to rural poor programmes
like SGSY, JFM and watershed development would enhance
the wage employment opportunities of rural poor. Efforts should
be made to increase employment opportunities under special
SGSY, STEP etc.

The projects for dairy sector with the help of Ministry of Agri-
culture under Operation Flood /NDDB be implemented in three
more districts in addition to West Tripura District.

Creation of infrastructure facility at all tourist spots and pro-
motion of Tripura as tourist destination in neighbouring Bang-
ladesh for foreign tourist throughout the year.
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Technology imputes:

A good number of rural technologies have been developed by vari-
ous research organisations for both agriculture and non-agriculture sec-
tors through funding from NIRD, Hyderabad, CSIR, ICAR etc. may be
requested to impart training of unemployed youth, women. The technol-
ogy so developed and suitable for hill farming etc. may be transferred in
the State. There is a need to establish Training and Technology Devel-
opment Centres (TTDCs) in each district of the State.

Responsive role of bankers: CD ratio in the State is poor as well as
low and therefore, bankers need to invest at least in initial years half of
their state's deposit within the State under strict instruction of the RBI.
Unless the RBI issues such specific guidelines for improvement of CD
ratio in North Eastern Region, the Public sector banks would not be ready
to invest at least 50 percent of the state's deposit in the state.

In fact, bankers have to play an aggressive role in extending finan-
cial assistance to set up self-employment ventures and also to extend
credit to farmers. Evidence shows that good banking support contrib-
utes significantly for employment generation and therefore, reduces the
poverty.

Concluding remarks:

The State's economy is characterized by high rate of poverty, low
per-capita income, low capital formation, in-adequate infrastructure fa-
cilities, geographical isolation and communication bottleneck, inadequate
exploitation and use of forest and mineral resources, low progress in
industrial field and high un-employment problem. For reducing the ab-
solute poverty emphasise would be given for generating more employ-
ment opportunities particularly for the weaker and poorer section of the
people.

The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme requires to be
implemented for the creation of the rural assets also.

The adoption of modern agricultural techniques, high quality breeds
for animal husbandry and horticultural sectors as well as irrigation fa-
cilities may able to improve the productivity and reduce the rural pov-
erty and un-employment to a large extent in the State.
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7) FOOD, CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS

he State is deficit in food-
grains production and al-
most all essential com-
modities are imported
from other parts of the country,
therefore, Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS)/Targeted Public Distri-
bution System (TPDS)/Other Wel-
fare Schemes (OWS) provides best
way of food security to the people.

It is therefore emphasised the Public Distribution System (PDS) as
a major instrument of the State Government's economic policy for en-
suring availability of food-grains to the public at affordable prices as well
as enhancing food security for the poor. It is an important constituent of
the programme for poverty eradication and is intended to serve as a
safety net for the large number of poor who are nutritionally week.

The responsibility of procurement, storage, transportation and bulk
allocation of food etc. lies with the Central Government, while creating
the network of fair price shops, distribution of food /food-grains, identifi-
cation of families below poverty line, issue of ration cards, supervision
and monitoring the fIt is needless to say that State Food, Civil Supplies
& Consumer Affairs Department which plays the key role in ensuring
steady and timely supplies of PDS and also keeping open market prices
of essential commodities under control over the plan periods.

4 N
QO Total number of Fair Price Shop in the State is 1,755 in
2012-13.

O Total rationing families in the State was 9,64,946 as on
March, 2013.

O Total godowns in the State was 115 with a storage capacity
of 37383 MT in March 2013.
- J
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Objectives:
i) Uninterrupted operation & maintenance of PDS/TPDS/OWS.
ii) Quality control under PDS/TPDS/OWS.

iiij) Control and monitoring of market prices of essential commodi-
ties.

iv) Ensuring availability of POL-products including LPG.
v) Protection of consumer interest and ensuring consumer welfare.
Programmes and Schemes:

In order to ensure food security to the people,lifting, storage of
foodgrains, levy sugar and salt etc. and also ensures proper distribution
of those ration commodities including kerosene oil through a network of
1755 fair price shops of the State. These fair price shops catering the
needs of about 9.64 lakh families of the State under universal PDS.

1. Above Poverty Line (APL): In 2012-13, about 5,29,481 families
were covered for providing rice @Rs.18 Kg/ to 25 Kg/ family per month
within the Government of India monthly APL allocation of 12,592 MT
rice at the cost of Rs.10.35 per kg against the present market price of
rice for Rs.28-30/Kg of the similar quality.

2. Below Poverty Line (BPL): Till 2012-13, about 1,80,172 families
are identified as BPL families as per quota fixed by Government of India
and accordingly the families are entitled to get rice @ 35 kg per family @
Rs.2.00 per kg after giving subsidy of Rs.4.15 per kg as met from the
government ex-chequer. Monthly allocation of BPL rice for the state was
6,365 MT.

3. Ad-hoc BPL: There are 1,63,044 of ad-hoc BPL families who are
entitled to get rice at subsidized BPL rate of Rs.6.15 per kg @22 kg per
family per month, as against additional allocation of BPL rice made by
Government of India till March, 2013. Further, State Government has
decided to continue the scheme within the normal monthly allocation of
APL rice and still continuing.

4. Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY): There are about 1,11,949 families
as per quota fixed by the Government of India who are identified from
the poorest of the identified BPL families in the State. They were pro-
vided rice @ 35 kg rice per month per family @ Rs.2/- per kg against
Government of India monthly allocation of 3,960 MT rice.
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5. ANNAPURNA (ANP): The State Social Welfare & Social Education
Department is the nodal department of the scheme. Under the scheme,
beneficiaries are getting 10 kg. of rice per month, per head, free of cost
from fair price shops. The beneficiaries have been identified by Panchyat
Raj Institutions in rural areas and Urban Local Bodies in urban areas. In
2012-13, about 14,851 senior citizens (65 years old or above), who were
not covered under the National Old Age Pension Scheme have been
given the benefit under the scheme.

6. National Programme for Nutritional Support to Primary Education
(NPNSPE) (mid-day-meal): The State Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs Department arranges procurement, lifting, storage and delivery
of food-grains under the scheme throughout the state. The students pros-
ecuting studies in primary schools and upper primary schools have been
getting the benefit of the Scheme @ 3 kg. rice per month free of cost.
However, the same scheme has been modified to provide cooked meal
since April, 2003 pursuant to the directions of the Supreme Court of
India.

7. PDS wheat (atta) and Sugar: In 2012-13, the Government of India
was allotted 2,353 MT of wheat and 2,647 MT of sugar under PDS for
the State, which the beneficiaries were getting @ Rs.10/- and 13.50/-
kg. for wheat and sugar, respectively. The distribution scale was one kg.
per head per month for Agartala Municipal Council areas and 700 gm.
per month for the rest of the areas in the State. During festive season,
flour and suji and sugar were also distributed at reasonable price as
fixed by the Government as special festival programme at normal or dou-
ble scale.

7. PDS Salt: Packet iodized salt was also distributed to the ration
cardholders through fair price shops in the State as per allotment of
Government of India. It is distributed at the scale of 500 gm. per head
per month at the rate of Rs.7.00/kg. per packet with the monthly re-
quirement of 1,325 MT.

8. PDS SKO (Kerosene QOil): The Kerosene Oil is also distributed
through fair price shops @ 1 litre/ per head per month throughout State
at a rate fixed by the Government. Depending on the location of the fair
price shops against the Government of India monthly allocation of 3,264
kl. Keresene oil which was distributed through fair price shops network
for APL cardholders under AMC area with the scale 0.5 litre/head per
month @ Rs.15.54.
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Godowns:

In the State, there are 115-food storage godowns in 59 different
places with a storage capacity of 47,065 MT, among these, 74- godowns
are for rice with a capacity of 37,383 MT and remaining 41-Godowns are
for salt with a capacity of 9,682 MT. The detail district-wise break-up is
given below:

i) The State Transit Godowns are located in three places at
Dharmanagar, Udaipur- and Agartala. Although, FCI railways
terminals depot of foodgrains are also located in three places at
Dharmanagar, Churaibari and Kumarghat.

ii) The State Godowns are also located in 51 places including 79-
godowns for food-grains and 29-godowns for salt.,

iii) The 16 new godowns are coming-up with 21,000 MT capacity
under central sector fund during 2012-13 and 2013-14.

iv) Setting up of a rail-fed food godown and Indian Oil Co-orporation
depot at Jirania, so that induction of essential commodities be-
came easier and faster.

v) The newly started eight POL agencies at Gandacherra,
Amarpur, Bagbasa, Pecharthal, Madhab-bari, Damcherra,
Palatana, Halahali as well as ten more POL retail outlets are
being established during 2013-14 by the Indian Oil Co-
orporation.

vi) In addition, seven new LPG outlets have been established at
Teliamura, Mohanpur, Ranirbazar, Udaipur, Boxanagar, Mandai,
and Manu in 2012-13.

Fair Price Shops:

Total number of fair price shops in the State has increased from
1,673 in March, 2012 to 1,755 in March, 2013. Of these, 689 fair price
shops were in Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC) areas and remaining 1,066 fair price shops in non-TTAADC
areas catering the needs of 9,64,946 families of the State. The district
wise break-up of the fair price shops in 2012-13 as well as their distri-
bution in TTAADC and non-TTAADC areas in presented in the follow-
ing Table.
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Table- 7.1.
Districts Urban | Rural Total TTAADC | Other areas
North Tripura 30 128 158 47 111
Unakoti 41 80 121 29 92
Dhalai 130 69 199 140 59
Khowai 54 125 179 75 104
West Tripura 61 390 451 119 332
Sepahijala 152 59 211 56 155
Gomati 162 44 206 121 85
South Tripura | 93 137 230 102 128
Tripura 723 1032 1755 689 1066

Source: - Food & Civil Supplies Department, Tripura.

Districtwise number of Fair price shops
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451

North Unokoti Dhalai Khowai West Sepahijala Gomati South

Allotment, procurement & offtake:

i) Allotment: The Government of India allotted 3,34,667 MT rice un-
der PDS/TPDS/OWS in 2012-13 compared to 2,85,793 MT in 2010-
11.The allotment quantity of wheat and sugar for the 2012-13 year was
25,851MT and 30,200 MT, respectively. The details are given in the fol-
lowing Table.
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Table- 7.2.
(in Mt)
2011-12 | Allotment | Procurement/ 2012-13 | Allotment|Procurement/
lifting lifting
Rice 3,34,667 3,00,725 Rice 3,78,690 |3,29,545
Wheat 25,851 13,962 Wheat 30,498 27,891
Sugar 30,200 27,826 Sugar 32,955 32,955

Source: - Food & Civil Supplies Department, Tripura.

Total allotment of rice could not be delivered at cent percent level
due to labour disputes and other administrative constraints although it
has been increased in 2012-13 over 2011-12. However, the State Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department has successfully imple-
mented the PDS and other welfare schemes like Annapurna and mid-
day-meals, WBNP, Sabla, RMG though its PDS net work.

Off take:

In 2012-13, off-take of rice under all schemes was about 3,23,601
MT). The average monthly offtake of rice increased in 2012-13 over in
2011-12. The offtake of wheat in 2011-12 was 17,522 MT as compared
to 27,891 MT in the year 2012-13. Offtake of salt and sugar were also
increased in 2012-13. The details of off-take is presented in the follow-
ing Table.

Table- 7.3.
Commodity 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Rice 2,68,460 2,82,794 3,23,601
Wheat 22,147 17,522 27,891
Salt 8,917 6,936 11,869
Sugar 30,738 27,061 34,657
K. oil 39,264 39,264 39,168

Source: - Food & Civil Supplies Department, Tripura.

Legal metrology (weights & measures):

Activities of State Legal Metrology (Weights & Measures) Organisa-
tion are primarily aimed at eliminating any possible scope of cheating of
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the consumers by the unscrupulous section of the business community.
With a view to achieve this objective, the organization undertakes verifica-
tion of commercial weight or measure periodically with the help of official
standard equipments to ensure accuracy of the commercial weight or

measure etc. Besides, the organization contributes handsome amount of

non-tax revenue to the State exchequer collected from the sources like

verification fees and fine imposed on the defaulters. The achievements of

State Weights & Measures Organisation in 2012-13 is presented in the

following Table.

The achievement of Legal Metrology during 2012-13 in the State is
presented in the following Table.

Table- 7.4.

Parameters Total % Increase over
previous year

No. of traders whose weights,
measures etc. verified 15,199 (-) 44%
Nos. of inspection 22,591 (-) 10%
Raids conducted 2,028 (-) 4.5%
Revenue Collection (Rs. in lakhs) 61.93 (-) 20.2%

Source: - Food & Civil Supplies Department, Tripura.

Jurisdiction of Consumer Redressal Courts:

i) Cases for compensation claim upto Rs.20 lakhs can be filed in

the District Forums.

ii) Cases for compensation claim upto Rs.1 crore can be filed in the

State Commission.

iiij) Cases for compensation claim above Rs.1 crore can be filed in
the National Commission.

The achievements of Consumer Courts in 2012-13 are presented

in the following Table.
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Table- 7.5.
Particulars Status during 2012-13
District Flora State Commission
No. of cases filed 2174 61
No. of cases disposed 164 62 (including spill
over cases from
previous years)
% of Disposal 94.25% 101%

Source: - Food & Civil Supplies Department, Tripura.

Authorizing field functionaries for filling complaints in the con-
sumer courts on behalf of the consumers:

With a view to protect interest of the consumers from unfair trade prac-
tices/ negligence of the unscrupulous traders/ service providers in a
more responsible manner, the Government in the State Food, Civil Sup-
plies & Consumer Affairs Department, has authorized all its field Offic-
ers for filling complaints in the consumer courts on behalf of the con-
sumers from 14th December, 2012. The authorized officers have so far
field 22 such cses in the consumer courts out of which 19 cases have
already been disposed-off and all cases are gone in favour of the con-
sumers. Government of India has recently termed this step of the State
Government as excellent and innovative and requested all other States/
UTs for adoption of this procedure as a pro-active step towards con-
sumer welfare.

Concluding remarks:

Total allotment of rice from Government of India has been increased
in 2012-13. On the otherhand, allotment of sugar has been decreased.The
State Food & Civil Supplies Department has successfully implemented
the central schemes, like Annapurna, NPNSPE, SDGR, National Food for
work etc. though its PDS channel. Total allotment of rice could not de-
liver at cent percent level due to labour disputes and other administra-
tive constrains in 2012-13.
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8) AGRICULTURE AND ALLIED ACTIVITIES

8.1. Agriculture:

Economy of Tripura is ba-
sically an agrarian and rural
based. The latest Census-2011
data reveals that about 42 per-
cent of total main workers are
engaged in agriculture includ-
ing 22.9 percent cultivators and
18.74 percent agricultural la-
bourers. The similar proportion
of total main workers engaged
in agriculture was about 51 per-
cent in 2001. Agriculture and allied activities in the economy of Tripura
primarily refers to cultivation, animal husbandry, pisiculture, horticul-
ture and floriculture.

Food security as well as providing the gainful employment to the
rural labour force is the main attention of the Government planning and
policy making. The State's favourable agro-climatic conditions, fertile soils,
sub-tropical climate with pockets of temperate zones, large tilla lands
and abundance of rainfall really offers immense scope for development
of horticulture sector comprising of fruits, vegetables, spices, plantation
crops, floriculture, medicinal and aromatic plants etc. The activities of
agriculture and allied sector in the State by and large are in the hands of
small and marginal cultivators. Soil of the State is very fertile and re-
ceives abundant normal rainfall, which is conducive for agriculture and
horticultural crops including rubber and tea plantations.

(Q About 27 percent of land is available for cultivation in the )
State.

U The State has become surplus producer of certified HYV paddy
and mustard seeds.

U State Government has taken Perspective Plans for Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal Hunbandry and Fishery sectors for at-
taining self sufficiency.

U Three bio-fertilizer production centers at Udaipur,

\_ Dharmanagar, and Ambassa are functioning under PPP model. )
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As we know that agriculture has an important potential demand
base for both industry and services sectors, in addition to being the sup-
ply base for food and raw materials. The better performance of the agri-
culture has a direct and multiplier effect across the economy. Agricul-
ture sector plays the key role in the State's economy.

The 60 percent of the geographical area is forest land and only about
27 percent is actually available for cultivation, which is far below the
national average. Moreover, there is hardly any scope of getting addi-
tional land for cultivation of food crops. The performance in agriculture
continues to be essentially monsoon driven in the State. On the
otherhand, increasing population in the State has posed a serious threat
to agriculture scenario in the years to come. At present there is a gap
between actual production and requirement of food-grains in the State.

A small and marginal farmer constitutes about 96 percent of the
total farmers in the state against All India similar proportion of 78 per-
cent. Availability of cultivable land is one of the main constraints of the
state. Therefore, agriculture and allied activities has been remained as
the backbone of the State's economy and rural economy is largely driven
by this sector.

The main agricultural crops grown in the State are paddy, maize,
wheat, pulses, oilseeds, jute and mesta. Fragmentation of land holding
is still continuing as a part of social phenomenon. Average size of hold-
ing has been declined from 1.25 hectares in 1976-1977 to 0.97 hectares
in 1990-1991 and this is the lowest amongst the North -east Region. In
1995-96, average rise of holding has stood at 0.56 hectares traditionally,
people in the hills cultivate on high slopes by practicing jhum or shifting
cultivation. The State Government has been given technical guidance
and production inputs under improved method of jhum cultivation pro-
gramme especially.

Perspective Plan:

The State Government formulated a ten year Perspective Plan with
the ultimate objective of achieving self-sufficiency in food grain produc-
tion. Implementation of the Perspective Plan was initiated in 2000-01.
The Perspective Plan for self-sufficiency in food production has led to
significant increase in production. Till 2011-12, the food grain produc-
tion was increased to 7.30 lakh tons from 5.13 lakh tons in 1999-2000
against the requirement of 8.56 lakh tons. The gap in production during
2011-12 was 1.26 lakh tons.
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The demand for food grains in Tripura is projected at 8.54 lakh tons
for the year 2012-13. Rice continues to hold the key to sustain food
security in the State. Rice alone contributes 96 percent to the total food
grain production with present productivity level (2012-13) of 2,800 kg/
ha. The demand for foodgrains in Tripura is projected at 8.54 lakh tons
for the year 2012-13 and the production of food grain is likely to reach
7.25 lakh tons during 2012-13 as against 7.30 lakh tons during 2011-

12.

The Perspective Plan has been given emphasis on following issues,
these are:

i) Self-sufficiency in HYV certified seed production,

ii) Varietal replacement,

iii) Enhancing consumption of plant nutrients,

iv) Exploitation of full irrigation potential,

\Y| Availability of adequate farm power,

vi) Institutional flow of credit,

vii) Training & retraining of farmers,

viij)  Involvement of Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs).

Achievements under Perspective Plan:

The following are some of the achievements made during the Per-
spective Plan:

i) Certified HYV seeds production and seed replacement rate: The
State has become surplus producer of certified HYV paddy and mustard
seeds. The seed replacement rate (SRR) of HYV certified paddy has been
maintained at the optimum level of 33 percent for the last few years. In
case of mustard, the SRR is 50 percent. Steps have been taken to achieve
self-sufficiency in HYV pulses and groundnut seeds also.

b) Increasing use of bio-fertilizer: There is one central bio-fertilizer
laboratory in Agartala to monitor the quality of production. The bio-ferti-
lizer production centers at Udaipur, Dharmanagar and Ambassa are func-
tioning under Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model. Ten more mini
bio-fertilizer production units are coming-up in ten blocks through the
support of Rastriya Krishi Bima Yojona (RKBY). Besides, one bio-ferti-
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lizer production center already started production under private man-
agement. As a result, use of bio-fertilizer have increased manifold from
meager 1.4 ton in 1999-2000, 1069 tons in 2010-11, 1500 tons in 2011-
12 and 1032 tons in 2012-13.

c¢) Use of Chemical Fertilizer: Use of chemical fertilizers has increased
from 25 kg per ha in NPK to 55 kg per ha in 2011-12. It is expected to
increase to 60 kg per ha by 2012-13.

d) Increasing flow of Credit to Agriculture through Kisan Credit Card
(KCC): Special initiatives have been taken by the State Government to
increase flow of credit to agriculture through Kisan Credit Card (KCC),
which includes sponsoring of eligible farmers to banks. Total number
of farmers in the state is about 4.90 lakh, out of which about 4.26 lakh
farmers have been covered under KCC. The State Agriculture Depart-
ment has drawn up a plan in-consultation with Banks to cover all eligi-
ble farmers under KCC with-in next three years. It is targeted that about
1,00,000 farmers will been issued KCC in 2012-13. The details year
wise sanctioned and amount disbursed is presented in the following
Table.

Table- 8.1.

Components 2006-07 |2007-08| 2008-09 [2009-10 | 2010-11] 2011-12 |2012-13

Kisan Credit Card 14343 19198 27274 (30416 | 50290 114872 |[126911

issued (Nos.)

Amount disbursed 1978.21 |3304.61| 5401.11 |9414.95 | 6080.22| 17523.17(59094.45

(Rs. in lakh)

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.

e) Increasing irrigation potential: Area under assured Irrigation in-
creased from 52,197 ha in 1999-2000 to 1,04,995 ha in March 2010. It
is further expected to increase to 1,11,744 ha in 2012-13

The comparative scenario of the Perspective Plan in the State is
presented in the following Table.
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Table : 8.2.

Components Status in Achiev. Achiev. Achiev. Achiev.

base year, in in in

1999-2000 2009-10 | 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Production of food grains
(Lakh tons) 5.13 6.48 7.12 7.30 7.25
HYV paddy seed
replacement rate (%) 2.80 33 33 33 33
HYV certified paddy seed Not
production (Tons) introduced 4,440 4321 4,500 -
Per ha use of chemical
fertilizer (Kg/Ha) 25 39 44 55 60
Bio-fertilizer use (Tons) 1.4 258 1,069 1,500 1,032
Area coverage under Not
SRI method (Ha) introduced 59,577 72,815 86,630 87,978
Area under assured
irrigation (Ha) 52197 1,04,995| 1,08,449| 1,10,524 1,11,744
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Not
issued (Nos) introduced 30,469 59,294 1,14,872 1,26,911
Cropping intensity (%) 169 176 184 185 186

P= Provisional, N.A.= Not available.
Major achievement after implementation of Perspective Plan:

i) Production of food grains (in Lakhs Tons): The improvement in food
grains production during the Perspective Plan period can be depicted in
the following Table.

Table : 8.3.

Year Requirement Food grains production Gap
2004-05 7.66 6.12 1.54
2005-06 7.77 6.14 1.63
2006-07 7.88 6.30 1.58
2007-08 8.00 6.49 1.51
2008-09 8.12 6.35 1.77
2009-10 8.22 6.48 1.74
2010-11 8.44 7.12 1.32
2011-12 8.56 7.30 1.26
2012-13 8.54 7.25 1.29
2013-14 8.66 8.17 (Target) ---
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Food grain Production
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® Requirement Food-grain Production

ii) Production of HYV certified paddy seed: The State was fully de-
pendent for HYV seeds from out side state, but special initiatives were
taken to make the state self sufficient in respect of HYV seeds. Now, the
state is producing surplus quantity of HYV seeds. The surplus produc-
tion is being marketed to the neighboring seven North Eastern states
through National Seed Corporation (NSC). The status of seeds produc-
tion for paddy and its supply to NSC over last three years is presented in

the following Table.
Table- 8.4.
Year Production in M.T. Supplied by NSC in M.T.
2006-07 4000 34.98
2007-08 4000 15.12
2008-09 4000 134.37
2009-10 4040 106.32
2010-11 4321 0
2011-12 4500 39.96

iii) Crop diversification: As a part of crop diversification, State Gov-
ernment has given special thrust on increasing area and production of
pulses and oilseeds in the state for which pulses and oilseed policies
have been adopted.

Approach and strategy for increasing pulses and oilseed cultiva-
tion:
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i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)
vi)

vii)

Bringing additional area under cropping systems,
Increased production and productivity,

Area based approach,

Crop specific approach,

Seed village approach,

Processing,

Front line demonstration/ Block demonstrations,

viii) Oil seed production shall be increased by increasing the area

ix)

x)

Xi)

xii)

through inclusion in cropping sequence once in a yeatr,

Adopting high productivity and high oil content varieties can also
increase production,

Emphasis should be given on problem-oriented research,

50-100 percent seed replacement of high yielding improved va-
rieties of oilseeds,

More area to be brought under irrigation,

xiii) Use of organic manure and chemical fertilizer,

xiv) Easy credit flow to oil seed cultivators,

XV)

Training and re-training of farmers as well as field personals.

Use of Fertilizer:

The distribution of chemical fertilizers as well as use of chemical

fertilizers are depicted during the years 2006-07 to 2012-13 in the fol-

lowing Table.

Table- 8.5.
Components 2006-07| 2008-09 | 2009-10 | 2010-11| 2011-12 | 2012-13
Distribution of Chemical 42491 | 35,133 37,410 45,994 68,800 73,990
Fertilizer (MT)
Per Ha. use of chemical
fertilizer (KG/Ha) 47 38 39 44 55 60

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.

The following Table shows the bio-fertiliser production in the State
during 2006-07 to 2012-13.
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Table- 8.6.
Components 2006-07| 2007-08[2008-09| 2009-10| 2010-11| 2011-12 | 2012-13
Bio-fertilizer 20 31.5 16.93 | 258 1069 1500 1032

production(Mt)

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.
Integrated Pest Management:

Sole reliance on chemical pesticides and their indiscriminate and
unilateral use as plant protection tool invokes three 'r' (resurgence, re-
sistance and residue) problems resulting in environment and human
poisoning. Crop protection measure ought to be such that there is pest
residue but no pesticide residue, which will help in maintaining the natu-
ral enemies of the pests in a balance state. One State bio-control labora-
tory was set up in the state in the year 2001 AD for mass production of
bio-agents for their field application. The products of State bio-control
laboratory are now a day's popular with brand name of "TRIP' (viz. TRIP
TV, TRIP TH, TRIP FLURO, TRIP BACIL, TRIP GRAMMA, AND TRIP
GREEN) among the farmers of Tripura.

Marketing and quality control:

[t is an established fact that if quality of the product is not en-
sured, cultivators cannot fetch good remunerative of their produces.
Quality of produce is the pre-condition for proper marketing of their
products. Moreover, post harvest technology is also a pre-condition
to get a remunerative price, in addition. Untill marketing networks
are not improved from villages where production of agricultural crops
are initially made by the cultivators upto the level of wholesale mar-
kets and from whole sale markets to the retail markets of different
parts, the cultivators will not get remunerative price and naturally
they will lose interest to cultivate crops. It is, therefore, imperative
that both qualities of farm produces as well as marketing facility are
required to be improved for the betterment of the farmer's community
of State.

The market development work for the years 2009-10, 2010-11,
2011-12 and 2012-13 are presented in the following Table.

Table- 8.7.
Sl. No.| Items 2009-10 | 2010-11| 2011-12| 2012-13
1 Micro management, Nos. | 13 15 NA Nil
2 State plan, Nos. 30 10 NA Nil
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Flow of credit to agriculture through Kisan Credit Card (KCC):

All out efforts have been made to issue Kisan Credit Cards to all
eligible farmers. The State Department of Agriculture conducted fresh
survey for identifying the eligible farmers as on 31st March 2009 and
based on which banks will sanction the Kisan Credit Cards (KCC). The
detail bank wise sanction and disbursement is shown for the years 2004-
05 to 2011-12 in the following Table.

Rastriya Krishi Bima Yojana (50:50):

The objective of the scheme is to provide relief to the farmers in the
shape of compensation for loss of yield due to natural calamities or other
causes of loss of productivity. Outlay for 2010-11 was Rs.20 lakhs out of
which state's share was Rs.10 lakhs.

The following table depicts the status of RKBY in Tripura during the
years 2002-03 to 2011-12.

Table- 8.8.

Year No. of Area Premium Claims Settled

Farmers | in Ha subsidy Farmers| Amount(In Rs)
2002-03 1188 739.27 22710.70 271 331245.75
2003-04 1005 489.94 17431.96 215 366493.97
2004-05 1916 1223.37 | 66128.91 322 384538.86
2005-06 2651 1771.81 | 87258.52 1460 3615935.31
2006-07 2402 1718.99 | 100830.45 9 4329.08
2007-08 1867 828.02 67052.53 203 557155.13
2008-09 4118 2656.05 | 197248.35 620 564120.60
2009-10* 413 452.12 58100.00 9 7931.00
2010-11 1488 872.07 53786.34 0 0.0
2011-12 1226 893.83 74220.92 0 0.0

* Only Rabi Crops

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.

Training to Farmers:

During the period of Perspective Plan, farmers were trained on vari-
ous agricultural technologies within the state as well as outside. The
State Agriculture Department has organized the State Level Krishi Mela,
felicitated a number of farmers by celebrating Krishak Sanman Diwas as
well as organised the international rice seminar. Many intellectual gi-
ants and policy planners, including Prof. M. S. Swaminathan participated
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in the various seminars in the State. The year wise position is shown in

the following Table.
Table- 8.9.
Components 2006-07 | 2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2009-10| 2010-11 [2011-12|2012-13]
Farmers' Trained
(Nos.) 65485 | 70000 70000 53000 55000 75000 | 86560

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.

New technology to farmers:

As regards development of new technology and local need based
researches, performances have been noticed in the field. New technol-
ogy like SRI (System of Rice Intensification) has been accepted by the
farmers of the Tripura. Production of food grains was increased at least
by 30-50 percent in SRI system than that of conventional methods. New
Technologies have also been adopted to boost the production of Jhum
cultivation for hill rice.

Table- 8.10.
Year Name of Crops Area covered Total area Percent
in SRI (in Ha.) covered (in Ha.)
2007-08 | Aman Rice 15876 147191 11
Boro Rice 14969 63915 23
Total 30845 211106 15
2008-09 | Aush Rice 2723 21287 13
Aman Rice 13484 145235 9
Boro Rice 14225 62188 23
Total 30432 228710 13
2009-10| Aush Rice 4247 21289 20
Aman Rice 35508 146488 24
Boro Rice 19821 63209 31
Total 59576 230986 26
2010-11| Aush Rice 6976 32930 21
Aman Rice 35668 150126 24
Boro Rice 29949 65113 46
Total 72593 248169 29
2011-12 | Aush Rice 10534 37253 28
Aman Rice 40415 149133 27
Boro Rice 35681 62365 S7
Total 86630 248751 35
2012-13| Aush Rice 13404 33971 39
(P) Aman Rice 44018 145149 30
Boro Rice 30556 S7272 53
Total 87978 236392 37

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.
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COLD STORAGE :

Since potato is one of the principal crop of Tripura and to avoid
the gluts and distress sale in the market after harvesting and also to
provide remunerative price to the growers through out the year. At
present there are four cold storages under State Agriculture Depart-
ment viz. 500 MT potato cold storage at Teliamura of Khowai District,
2000 MT potato cold store at Baikhora of South Tripura District, 1000
MT cold stores at Satchand of South Tripura District, 2000 MT potato
cold store at Kumarghat of Unokati District and 3500 MT multi-cham-
bered cold store at Melaghar of Sephahijala District. Besides, four
cold storages are run by the private agencies, two cold storages runs
by Co-operation Department and one run by Central Government.
Total capacity of cold storages are at present in the State is about
51500 MT.

Farm Mechanization:

Apart from inputs, agricultural machineries like power tillers, paddy
reapers, paddy trans planters etc. also are being distributed at subsidy
to the farmers of the State. The yearwise position is shown in the fol-

lowing Table.
Table- 8.11.
Implements 2007-08 | 2008-09 [ 2009-10 [2010-11 | 2011-12 [2012-13
Power Tiller distribution 808 201 373 1281 1000
Paddy reaper/harvester 14 24 2 0 0
Paddy transplanter 0 0 0 0 0
Other improved firm 43,956* | 16,623 | 13,188* | 12,786 37,157

Implements like paddy
weeder, paddle thresher etc.

*including SRI marker.

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.
Land Use Statistics, 2012-13:

The following Table depicts the Land Use Statistics of the State for
the year 2012-13 (P).
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Table- 8.12.

Items Area in Ha
i) Geographical area, 10,49,169
i) Forest area, 6,29,426
1ii) Land not available for agriculture use, 1,44,440
iv) | Land under miscellaneous tree crops

and groves not included in net area sown, 12,248
\Y| Permanent pasture and other grazing land, 1,679
vi) | Culturable waste land, 3,070
vii) | Current fallow, 1,380
viii) | Fallow Land other than current fallow, 1,712
ix) | Net cropped area, 2,55,213
X) Gross cropped area, 4,74,378
xi) | Cropping intensity (%) 186

Area, production & yield of crops, 2012-13 (P):

The area, production and yield of crops for the year 2012-13 (P) is
depicted in the following Table.

Table- 8.13.

Crops Area in Ha | Production in MT | Yield in Kg/Ha
Aush 33971 86286 2540
Aman 145149 434982 2997
Jhum 57272 172961 3020
Boro 18351 18993 1035
Total Rice 254743 713222 2800
Wheat 650 1300 2000
Maize 3632 4703 1295
Arhar 1498 1124 750
Moong 386 207 536
B/Gram 827 512 619
Other 1928 1265 656
Total Kharif Pulses 4639 3108 670
Moong 281 163 580
B/Gram 554 371 670
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Lentil 475 324 682
Pea 995 758

Gram 164 127 774
Other 1331 1107 832
Total Pulses (Kharif +Rabi) | 8439 5958 706
Total Food grains 267464 725183 2711
Sesasum 2085 1188 570
Kharif Groundnut 232 251 1082
Total Kharif Oilseed 2317 1439 621
Rape & Mustard 2132 1701 798
Rabi Groundnut 365 480 1315
Total Rabi Oilseed 2497 2181 873
Total Oilseed (Kharif +Rabi) | 4814 3620 752
Jute 640 5261 8.22
Mesta 641 S077 7.92
Cotton 922 1341 1.45
Sugarcane 899 45436 50541
Potato 6700 116198 17343

* indicates production in bales of 180 kg each.
** indicates production in bales of 170 kg each.
Rainfall:

The following Table depicts the rainfall by month during 2006 to
2012 in the State.

Table- 8.14.

Rainfall pattern (mm)
Month 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
January 2.0 0.0 36.3 0.0 0.0 3.6 14
February 0.0 62.3 13.0 2.4 14.5 3.7 9.5
March 0.4 52.4 41.6 21.9 79.9 70.5 14.8
April 166.9 | 313.4 53.1 138.3 168.9 58.3 270.2
May 510.7 | 267.2 218.5 366.7 448.1 398.0 | 178.9
June 484.4 | 638.0 324.3 239.9 438.5 | 404.7 |493.4
July 237.0 | 617.3 321.2 442.1 234.0 245.1 | 243.1
August 265.0 | 304.5 385.5 381.2 278.4 381.8 | 301.7
September 254.2 399.7 174.1 222.2 237.9 239.8 | 165.6
October 63.9 273.5 237.2 147.1 268.9 56.3 159.2
November 9.4 85.5 0.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 31.1
December 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 17.5 0.0 0.0
Annual Rainfall | 1991.9| 3013.8 | 1804.8p | 1961.8 2188.6 | 1861.6| 1881.3

Source: - Agriculture Department, Tripura.
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Operational holdings :

Fragmentation of land holding is continuing as a part of social phe-
nomenon. The average size of holding has declined from 1.25 hectares
in 1976-1977 to 0.97 hectares in 1990-1991, which is the lowest amongst
seven sisters of NE Region.

The operational holdings in the State as available from the last offi-
cially released data of Agricultural Census, 1990-91 depicts as follows.

Table- 8.15.
Holdings:
i) Number of marginal holding (Below 1.0 hec.) | 2,47,380(82%)
ii) | Number of small holding (1.0 hec- 2.0 hec.) 40,409 (13%)
iii) | Number of medium and large
holding (above 2.0 hec.) 13,238 (5%)
Area Operated:
i) Marginal holding (in hec) 80,513 (44%)
ii) | Small holding (in hec) 55,879 (31%)
iii) | Total marginal and small holdings
(in hec)(i+ii) 1,36,392 (75%)
iv) | Medium and large holdings (in hec) 44,829 (25%)
Average size of holdings
Total number holding (in nos) 3,01,027
Total operated area (in hec) 1,81,221
Average size of holdings (in hec) 0.60

Source: - Revenue Department, Tripura.

118




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

It is revealed from the above that 95 percent of total operational
holdings in the State are below the size of 2 hectares and they operate
75 percent of the operated area. In other words, only S percent of opera-
tional holdings are in the size class of 2 hectares and above with 25
percent of operated area. The average size of operational holdings has
been declined in the State over the years and it was declined from 1.07
percent in 1980-81 to 1.02 percent in 1985-86 further to 0.97 percent in
1990-91 and to 0.60 per cent in 1995-96. About 32 percent of opera-
tional holdings belongs to ST operational holdings and 15 percent op-
erational holdings belongs to SC communities of the State.

Cropping pattern:

The Cropping pattern in Tripura acquires typical character of hill
agriculture in the North Eastern Region where two distinct and parallel
farming system viz., (i) shifting cultivation or jhum in the hill slopes (ii)
settle farming cultivation in the plains are in vogue. Rice is the pre-domi-
nant crop in both the systems.

The State grows three seasonal rice crops viz. aush, aman and boro
in the settled farming areas including wide range of food and non-food
crops.

The below noted table reveals the cropping patterns in the State
during the years 2009-10, 2010-11 & 2011-12.

Table- 8.16.

Crops % to total Gross Cropped Area
2009-10 2010-11 2011-12

1 2 3 4
Paddy 54.5 55.8 56.3
Maize 0.43 0.7% 0.8
Wheat 0.16 0.2 0.1
Pulses 1.38 1.6 1.8
Oil seeds 0.76 0.9 1.0
Jute & mesta 0.27 0.3 0.3
Cotton 0.22 0.2 0.2
Sugarcane 0.19 0.2 0.2
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Horticultural crops (including

vegetables, flowers, fruits,

plantations & spices etc.) 20.98 20.0 20.4
Tea 1.78 1.7 1.7
Rubber 10.14 10.1 11.2
Others(drug, narcotics, medicinal

& minor non reporting crops) 9.17 8.3 6.0

The cropping pattern in the State depicts that about 60 percent
area of Gross Cropped area is account for food grain crops and 21 per-
cent of GCA is under Horticultural Crops.

Improvement of Agricultural Statistics:

Efforts have been made to improve agriculture statistics adopting
plot-to-plot survey following statistical methodologies through the cen-
tral scheme of Establishment of an Agency for Reporting Agricultural
Statistics (EARAS).

Youth in agriculture:

Involvement of youth in agriculture would be facilitated through
entrepreneurship development programme, entrusting more and more
integrated farming system to combine agriculture / horticulture/animal
resources/fisheries as well as the RD programmes are needed to extend
proper training programmes, encouraging them to adopt modalities and
packages in the line of rehabilitation of the returnees. This would in-
clude areas of input management, post-harvest management outside
the farms, value addition approach to the produce etc.

Women in agriculture:

Empowerment of women is being promoted through formation of
Self-Help Groups (SHGs). Estimation of kitchen gardens, backyard farm-
ing, ensuring at least two fruits plant per family, participation in minor
field operations (transplanting and harvesting), post-harvest manage-
ment outside the farm, processing of agricultural produce like turmeric,
ginger, chilly, jute, bamboo for various practices including incense
sticks, coconut husk dust for growing orchids, mushroom cultivation,
vermin-compost preparation, feeding milching cattle, feeding fish in the
ponds and various other operations through training programmes, to
update their knowledge about farm technology, human hygiene and
animal nutrition. Other plausible ventures are homestead farm of rab-
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bits, mushroom cultivation, Cashew-nut processing through the SHGs
etc. A convergence of SLNA, ATMA, Technology Mission, RKVY, RD and
Forestry through regular interface at the District and State level will
open-up the scope of attaining new avenues, avoid unnecessary dupli-
cation, and strengthen throughout the year in all the 554 agricultural
markets. Bulk of the local produce namely viz. brinjal, squash, betel-
vine, radish, coal corps etc. are grown in abundance and import of some
of the vegetables from outside the State has been gradually minimized.
A programme for production of pulses development would definitely
contribute towards increase of consumption of vegetable protein which
helped in increasing the biological value of protein when taken in com-
bination with cereals. This would provide protection against any mal-
nutrition and protein deficiency. Emphasis has been laid on expansion
of area not only under fruits but also on root crops including carrot and
pulses. Water-shed development will also be largely supportive to fod-
der development and development of duckery, poultry and other ani-
mals.

8.2. Horticulture:

Tripura is a small hilly
state in the North Eastern Re-
gion. The agro climate of this
State offers immense poten-
tial for production of a number
of tropical and sub tropical
fruits and vegetables. Keeping
in view of this opportunity the
state had adopted a 10 year
Perspective Plan (2002-2012)
for doubling the production of
fruits, nuts and vegetables,
besides increasing the production of spices and flowers. As a result, the
total production target (12.00 lakh Mt.) of all horticultural crops has ex-
ceeded substantially (13.86 lakh Mt) by the terminal year with signifi-
cant increase in the productivity level. The productivity levels stood at
67 percent for fruits, 76 percent for vegatables and 26 percent for spices,
respectively in the terminal year.

A consultative workshop was organized on August 23, 2012 involv-
ing all stake holders including authorities in TTAADC, Zilla Parishads,
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Panchayet Samities, Block Advisory Committees, Farmers' organizations,
representative farmers, scientists, field extension agency etc. in which
major issues were identified for further emphasis, plan and action dur-
ing 2013-17 for finalizing the road map for future development of
horticulture,which includes (i) stabilization of the gains of Perspective
plan (ii)supply of quality planting materials (iii) high density plantation
for major fruit crops (iv) application of manures and fertilizers in the fruit
gardens (v) better management of old gardens (vi) introduction of suit-
able horti crops in agricultural fallow land (vii) post-harvest care, man-
agement and marketing tie-ups for traditional, exotic and jhum vegeta-
bles and (viii) processing and value-addition.

In the said workshop, an action plan has been proposed for addi-
tional coverage of 30,350 ha under seasonal fallows in the rice-based
cropping system and 21,000 ha in uplands in the RoFR areas, beside
sustenance of the production trends as achieved under the Perspec-
tive Plan and to increase further horticultural production from 12.98
lakh MT in 2012-13 to 23.20 lakh MT by the end of Twelfth Five Year
Plan in 2016-17.

Fruits:

The undulating topography of the State favours the fruit cultivation.
As a result more than 40% of area is under different fruit crops. The fruit
crops identified under perspective plan are pineapple, banana, mango,
orange, jackfruit, litchi and papaya.

The following salient features of fruit culture depicting the potenti-
alities.

i) Income is generated more by growing fruits than growing any
agronomic crop like wheat, rice, maize, etc.

ii. Caloric value of food is more than cereals.

iii. Fruit culture provides employment to the rural people through-
out the year.

iv. Cultivation of fruit crops helps in maintaining ecological balance
and checks the pollution.

v. Being rich in minerals and vitamins fruit crops assume great
importance as nutritional security.

The area, production and productivity of major fruits in Tripura dur-
ing 2012-13 are tabulated below:
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Table- 8.17.

Crops Area (000" hec) | Production Productivity
(Lakh MT) (MT /hec)

Mango 8.38 0.288 3.44
Pineapple 11.84 1.650 13.93
Orange 5.28 0.284 5.38
Jackfruit 9.02 2.694 29.86
Banana 13.58 1.337 9.84
Litchi 3.46 0.179 5.19
Lime/Lemon 3.86 0.184 4.78
Papaya 2.73 0.271 9.91
Sapota 0.13 0.012 9.51
Musambi 0.36 0.0032 0.89
Guava 0.52 0.027 5.22
Others 0.96 0.047 5.00
Total 60.14 6.978 --
Vegetable:

Tripura grows huge number of vegetables from temperate to hu-
mid tropics. Vegetables are excellent source of vitamins, particularly
niacin, riboflavin, thiamin and vitamins A and C. They also supply min-
erals such as calcium and iron besides proteins and carbohydrates.
Vegetables combat under nourishment and are known to be cheapest
source of natural protective tools.

Most of the vegetables, being short duration crops, fit well in the
intensive cropping system and are capable of giving high yields and
better economic returns to the growers.

Moreover, it is necessary to increase the production and produc-
tivity of vegetable to meet the demand of growing population to ensure
better nutrition by adopting improved technology.

Vegetables in Tripura have already shifted from tiny home stead to
large scale commercial cultivation over the State .Now- a -days; hy-
brids are being admired by most of the farmers of the State. Off-season
vegetables like summer cabbage, cauliflower and tomato which pro-
vide much higher return per unit area has been introduced in the state
and the progressive growers are also coming forward to adopt the pro-
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duction technique. The area, production and productivity of summer
and winter vegetables in the state during 2012-13 has been depicted

below:

Table- 8.18.
Crops Area (OOO'Ha) Production Productivity

(Lakh MT) (MT /Ha)

Summer Vegetables | 17.91 2.73 15.24
Winter Vegetables 18.87 3.32 17.59
Total 36.78 6.05 --
Potato:

The cultivation of potato in Tripura has already been started on a
commercial scale but the present availability is slight below of our re-
quirement. The area under potato will be increased through use of TPS
seedling tuber (tuberlet) along with application of appropriate use of
fertilizer and improved packages of practice.

Presently a sizable area of potato has been covered by tuberlet and
emphasis is on to bring more area under tuberlet as well as TPS which
will replace dependence on conventional seed-potato procured from
outside the State besides generating income to the potato farmers of
Tripura involved in this activity. During 2012-13, an area of 8321ha was
covered through potato with its production of 149046 MT (Productivity
17.91MT / Ha).

Plantation crops:

Plantation crops constitute a large group of crops. The major plan-
tation crops in Tripura include the coconut, arecanut, oil palm, cashew,
tea, coffee and rubber. plantation crops which are dealt by the State
Horticulture Department are coconut, arecanut and cashew only.

During 2012-13, an area of 17,776 ha was covered through planta-
tion crops with a production of 41,179 MT with the productivity level of
2.32 MT/ Ha.

Spices:

A spice is a dried seed, fruit, root, bark or vegetative substances
used in nutritionally insignificant quantities as a food additative for the
purposes of flavoring and sometimes as a preservative by killing or pre-
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venting the growth of harmful bacteria. The important spices grown in
Tripura are chilli , black pepper, turmeric and ginger . The following
Table shows the area, production and productivity of spice crops in
Tripura during 2012-13.

Table- 8.19.

Crops Area (OOO'Ha) Production Productivity
(Lakh MT) (MT /Ha)

Ginger 1.97 0.155 7.87
Turmeric 1.38 0.103 7.42
Chilly 2.39 0.043 1.85
Betel vine 0.83 0.096 11.59
Others 0.25 0.009 3.6
Total 6.82 0.406 --

Floriculture:

Floriculture is a sunrise sector in Tripura. Owing to steady increase
in demand of cut flower, commercial approach of floriculture has be-
come one of the important sectors in the State. Its area is fast expanding
and commercially produced flowers are marigold, gladiolus, tube rose,
cheri gold in open field condition and some exotic flowers like gerbera,
orchids and anthurium are being cultivated under controlled condition.
During the year 2012-13 an area of 209.95 ha was under cultivation of
flowers in the State.

Technology Mission on Horticulture :

The significant achievement under the Technology Mission on Hor-
ticulture in the State for 2012-13 is presented below:

Table- 8.20.

Sl. | Component Achievement
No 2012-13
1 Area expansion (Ha)
i) Fruits

(banana, pineapple, litchi, orange,

mango, papaya) 2487 ha
ii) Rejuvenation 500 ha
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iii) | Vegetables (Cabbage, cauliflower, tomato,

capsicum, potato) 4425 ha
iv) | Spices (ginger, chilli) 600 ha
V) Flowers (lillium, rose, tuberose, gladiolus) 247 ha
2 Creation of water source :
i) Community tank 238 Nos.
3 Creation of infra structure for production

of planting materials:
i) Big nursery(private and public) 6 Nos.
ii) Small nursery(private & public) 11 Nos.
4 Transfer of technology 5425 Nos.
S Adoption of IPM 460 ha

Rastriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) :

The significant achievements under the RKVY Programme in 2012-
13)in the State is presented below:

Table- 8.21.

Sl. [Component Achievement
No.
A [RKVY steam-I
1 |Cultivation of cowpea, brinjal, bhindi and chilli

as inter crop in horti plantation in FRA areas 400 ha
2 |Production of seedling tuber by the registered

growers using TPS 53.20 ha
3 |Production of table potato using TPS 350 ha
4 |Production of table potato using seedling tuber 91.31 ha
S [Introduction of colocasia in forest areas as inter crop 100 ha
6 |National vegetable initiatives for urban cluster:
a [Winter vegetables 520 ha
b [Summer vegetables 210 ha

Watershed Development:

The achievement under the project of NWDPRA and IWMP in the
State during 2012-13 is presented below:
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Table- 8.22.

Sl. | Items Unit NWDPRA | IWMP
No
1 | Entry point activities Nos - 180
2 | Soil & mositure conservation activities Ha 303 -
3 | Agri. crop/horti. crop demostration,

agronomic conservation practices. Ha 208 171.34
4 | Run off management structure, check

dam & other structures. Nos 137 -
S | Various water bodies/water harvesting

Structures. Nos 258 800
6 | Various water bodies/water harvesting

structures.(Renovated) Nos - 161
7 | Dry land horticulture/ plantation Ha 238 330.88

8 | House hold production system, dairy,
sericulture, poultry, piggery, duckery,
goatary and other live stock mangement/

rehabilitation component. Nos 675 439
9 | Development of organic manures. Nos 185 -
10 | Capacity building programme Nos - 446

11 | Microenterprises undertaken in
composite fish culture, rice mill, puff rice
making, sugarcane juicer machine,

nursery promotion etc. Nos - 856
12 | SHG formed Nos - 151
13 | Household benefited Nos - 4600

Tripura Small Farmers Agriculture Business Consortium (TSFAC):

Tripura Small Farmers Agriculture Business Consortium (TSFAC)
is a state level society of Central SFAC, a public- private joint venture
society declared as a financial institution under the RBI act 1936 and
IDBI Act. TSFAC has been set up under the Chairmanship of Minister
for Agriculture Department, Tripura and registered under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860 with Registration No. 3679 of 2001.

As per prescribed guidelines, Government of India, the fund of cen-
tral SFAC is being routed through the TSFAC for implementation of the
HMNEH (Technology Mission) in the State. During 2012-13, an amout of
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Rs. 4480 Lakh has been spent in Tripura through different implement-
ing agencies like the Dy. Directors of Horticulture (South/West/Dhalai/
North districts as well as state head quarter of Directorate of Horticul-
ture.

Tripura Horticulture Corporation Limited (THCL):

The THCL started its functioning from the year 1987, under Com-
panies Act 1956 with an authorised share capital of Rs 5 crores. The
THCL has created cashewnut, pineapple, banana and orange orchards
at different places of Tripura about 1,087 hectares of land. The different
activities of THCL are procurement and supply of quality planting mate-
rials, seeds, PPC, fertilizer, agricultural/ horticultural equipments etc in
farmer's interest.

MGREGA:

The State Directorate of Horticulture & Soil Conservation is under
the process of implementation of funds of MGNREGA for plantation pro-
gramme specially in tribal areas (FRA belt) with pineapple, banana,
papaya, arecanut, lime/lemon, orange, musambi, litchi, mango, guava,
cashewnut, coconut and jackfruit. An area of 4116 ha has been addi-
tionally been brought under plantation under MGNREGA during the
year 2012-13.

8.3. Animal Resources:
Background:

The livestock sector plays the vi-
tal role in the rural economy and sup-
ports small and marginal farmers both
economically and nutritionally. It also
plays an important role in employment
generation and augmentation of rural
income. Despite many constraints,
Tripura has made significant progress
in the development of animal re-
sources, particularly in egg and meat
production.

For proper nutrition, a balanced diet containing all essential nutri-
ents i.e., carbohydrate, protein and fat in the ratio of 4:1:1 is needed. In
case of protein, 50% of total requirement should come from anumal ori-
gin food, animal resources sector.

There has been a substantial growth in rural economy with the in-
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troduction of improved anumal husbandry practices for enhanced live-
stock and poultry productivity, socio economic upliftment and better
health coverage for animal.

The increased emphasis has resulted in the growth of animal and
bird population over the years based onLive Stock Censuses, which is
shown as follows:

Table- 8.23.

Species 1977-78 1997-98 2002-03 2007-08

Number Value Number | Value Number | Value Number | Value

(in lakh) (Rs.in [(in lakh) | (Rs.in |(in lakh) [ (Rs.in | (in lakh) | (Rs.in

crore) crore) crore) crore)

Cattle 5.92 177.60 [6.81 340.50 |7.59 531.30 | 9.48 948.00
Buffalo 0.14 7.00 0.09 5.40 0.14 9.10 0.14 9.80
Goat 1.97 591 3.41 17.05 4.71 32.97 6.45 64.50
Pig 0.45 6.75 1.00 30.00 0.30 1.20 2.63 118.35
Fowl 5.20 2.60 14.00 9.80 22.71 18.17 25.40 25.40
Duck 1.16 0.58 4.56 2.74 7.08 4.96 7.51 6.01
Total 118.59 200.44 597.69 1172.00

Source: - Animal Resource Development Department, Tripura.
Perspective Plan:

The State Animal Resource Development Department has been im-
plemented ten years Perspective Plan during the years 2002-12 for in-
creasing livestock products to meet the demand gap and to enhance
household income of the farmers. During implementation of Perspective
Plan, infrastructural facilities for expansion of artificial insemination fa-
cilities were created for up-gradation of local low yielding cattle, intro-
duction of exotic variety of pigs (large white Yorkshore and Landrace)
and low input technology (LIT) poultry breed for augmenting egg produc-
tion with minimum feed cost. In addition, capacity of poultry and duck
breeding farms were also enhanced.

Depending on current realities of the progress made so far in milk,
meat and egg sectors, the targets fixed after mid-term appraisal was
revisited on 8th December, 2009 and a decision was taken to revise the
targets for reducing the gap between state's availability to the targeted
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production in case of milk and egg sectors. In meat sector, wehre the
achievement is slightly more than the national average, it was decided to

revise the targets to a higher level within the stipulated perspective plan
period (2011-12).

The targets and achievements made are given in the following Table
during 2007-08 to 2012-13.

Table- 8.24.

Year Milk (in MT) Meat (in MT) Egg (in Crore)
Target Achiev. Target Achiev. |Target | Achiev.

2007-08 | 91,340 | 91,312 14,153 | 14,098 |13.36 | 13.20
(99.97) (99.61) (98.80)

2008-09 | 95,910 | 95,598 16,134 | 19,226 |15.36 | 13.89
(99.67) (119.106) (90.43)

2009-10 | 1,02,623| 1,00,640 | 18,715 | 21,102 |18.12 | 14.42
(98.006) (112.75) (79.58)

2010-11 | 1,07,476| 1,05,233 | 25,765 | 23,436 |18.40 | 15.70
(97.91) (90.96) (85.32)

2011-12 | 1,15,282| 1,10,300 | 33,646 | 25,000 |20.56 | 16.50
(95.38) (74.30) (80.25)

2012-13 | 1,15,594| 1,18,042 | 26,875 | 31,793 [17.49 | 15.65
(102.12) (118.30) (89.48)

Source: - Animal Resource Development Department, Tripura.
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Meat production (in MT)
during (2007-08 to 2012-13)
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Impact of Perspective Plan during 10th and 11th plan periods?

The per capita availability of meat which has increased approximately
three times during 2002-03 to 2011-12 from 2.26 to 6.81 kg/year. The im-
pact in respect of egg and milk which has grown over in the same preiod from
31 to 45 nos/year and 67.51 to 82.32 gm/day during 2002-03 to 2011-12.
The following Table shows the real impact of per-capita availability during
10th and 11th plan periods in the State.
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Table- 8.25.
Year Meat Egg Milk
(kg./year) | (nos./year)| (gm./day)

2001-12

i.e., before 10th Plan

(also before introduction

of Perspective Plan) 2.26 30 67.93

10th Plan 2002-03 2.31 31 67.51
2003-04 2.54 31 68.59
2004-05 2.66 32 69.89
2005-06 3.57 33 70.03
2006-07 3.65 35 70.30

11th Plan 2007-08 4.01 38 71.23
2008-09 5.38 39 73.41
2009-10 5.82 40 76.08
2010-11 6.38 43 78.53
2011-12 6.81 45 82.32

An approach has been also taken for 12th five year plan (2012-17) per-
taining to animal resources sub-sector to ensure food security inclusive of

animal origin food and sustainable upliftment of rural economy and creation

of avenues for self employment opportunities and additional income genera-

tion as well. Emphasis has also be given to bridge the gap between supply
and demand of animal origin food through augmentation of production and
productivity of livestock and birds. The year wise realistic target of 12th Plan
for the period 2012-13 to 2016-17, has been fixed, based on the field reality
as per decision of the State Government on 12-06-2012.

The following Table shows achievements during the period of 10th and

11th plan periods and target set for 12th plan period:

132




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

Table- 8.26.

Sl |Parameters Unit Achievements Target
No in terminal year

10th Plan| 11th Plan |12th Plan

(2006-07) | (2011-12) |(2016-17)
1. | Production of meat, Mt. 14098 25000 37587
2. | Production of milk, Mt. 91312 110300 140773
3. | Production of egg, Crore 13.2 16.5 23.44
4. | Per capita availability of meat,| Kg./year | 3.65 6.38 9.38
5. | Per capita availability of milk, | Gm/day | 70 78 96
6. | Per capita availability of egg. | Nos/year | 34 43 58

Major schemes implemented, 2012-13:
Veterinary services and animal health:

Optimum productivity of livestock and birds depends on their state of
heatlh and mental care. Therefore, this is a priority scheme of the to protect
the animal resources from diseases and other ailments. The State wide Vet-
erinary Services network was ensured through 15-veterinary hospitals, 59-
veterinary dispensaries, 426-veterinary sub-center. composite livestock breed-
ing farms, 10 other livestock breeding farms, 2 intensive cattle development
projects, 4- disease investigation laboratories and 4- district veterinary medi-
cal stores. Resently, State Government has been approved to open at least
one new centers in all Goan Panchyats and Tripura Tribal Areas Autono-
mous District Council villages of the State.

The animal health coverage in these State run Veterinary Institutions
in 2012-13 is presented in the following Table.

Table- 8.27.
SL. | Name of the item West South North Dhalai | Total
No. District District | District District
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Health Coverage:-
i) Animal Treated 231003 145682 | 79319 75366 531370
ii) Birds Treated 1800745 1206355 | 510092 453790 | 3970982
Total = 12031748 1352037 589411 529156 | 4502352
Converted
(Animal & Birds): 2031748 1352037 | 589411 529156 | 4502352
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D Castration: -
i) Bull (with incentive) 1860 1208 2202 1348 6618
ii) Kid 636 45 390 121 1192
iii) Pig 892 89 94 47 1122
Total = 3388 1342 2686 1516 8932

3. Artificial insemination:-
Deep Inst. 37051 24553 7410 5172 74186
Door Step 43291 5983 3479 1810 54563
Total = 80342 30536 10889 6982 128749

4. Calf Born:-
Deep Inst. 13995 8292 2472 2133 26892
Door Step 16190 2501 1017 813 20521
Total = 30185 10793 2489 2946 47413

3 Vaccinated:-
i) F.M.D. 283318 220478 | 111974 98245 714015
ii) Com 0 19918 0 11932 31850
iii) Anthrax 12382 0 0 0 12382
iv) S.F. 42042 12023 10277 13900 78242
v) R2B 260499 221307 | 102620 110879 | 695305
vi) A.R.V. 12944 4475 870 1400 19689
vii) B.Q. 162629 23234 26567 17582 230012
viii) H.S. 158867 108379 | 32806 64325 364377
ix) D.P. 80058 18420 4961 9193 112632
x) F1 893825 512584 | 175977 159241 | 1741627
xi) D.C. 46324 18731 3164 6937 75156
xii) I.B.D. 634640 296530 | 174941 55000 1161111
xiii) P.P.R. 12782 0 0 0 12782
xiv) R.D. Losata 219800 93874 51633 91953 457260
xv) Others, if any 27101 0 10578 0 37679
xvi) Fowl pox 0 0 200 0 200
xvii) Fowl cholera 0 0 0 1800 1800
Total = 2847211 1549953 | 708368 640587 | 5746119

Source: - Animal Resource Development Department, Tripura.
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Cattle and Buffalo Development:

The main objective of this scheme is to augment milk production of
the state through introduction of improved germ plasma into the indig-
enous genetic pool of cattle by means of artificial insemination using
frozen semen technology. The ultimate target group of this scheme is all
the breedable cattle of the state.

Side by side, since Tripura is deficient in anumal food grain produc-
tion & consequences malnutrition is the major contributing factor for
mortality of calves, Department is implementing the scheme to supply of
Calf growth meal (CGM) on higher plan nutrition up to the age of 28
month for cross breed calves at 50% support price to maintain optimum
health condition of new born calves & attaining poverty in time.

Poultry Development:

The primary objective of the scheme is to augment poultry/duck
egg and meat production, including broiler meat to make the state
self sufficient. The State Animal Resource Development Department
maintains poultry and duck breeding farms for production and sup-
ply of quality chicks and ducklings of low input technology (LIT) vari-
ety. Present stock maintained in Government breeding farms requires
feed of sizeable quantity and other essential items. This scheme en-
tails scope of huge employment generation for the youths of both ur-
ban and rural masses and especially to the weaker section people of
the State.

Goat development:

The basic object of the scheme is to preserve and upgrade the
unique character of "Black Bengal goat" through selective breeding and
its scientific management. It is also planned to promote goat rearing by
the forest dwellers through beneficiary oriented scheme.

Piggery development:

Pig rearing is now most popular activity of the State. Now, it is the
endeavor of the State Animal Resource Development Department to
make this sub-sector more economically viable by enhancing productiv-
ity and value addition for ensuring sustainability. It is also planned to
promote pig rearing by the forest dwellers through beneficiary oriented
schemes.
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Other livestock development:

The main objective of the scheme is to popularize rabbit rearing in
rural areas for production of non-conventional meat of rabbit as an al-
ternative source for less cholesterol containing meat.

Feeds and fooder development:

In order to exploit optimum production potential of livestock and
birds, quality feeds and fooder are the most vital components. The state
has entirely depended on outside state resources for all important feed
ingredients, particularly the grain portion. Cultivation of fooder and grass
were undertaken and grazing facilities were developed for fooder pro-
duction in farmers land in the block level with definite programme in-
volving panchayats under MGNREGA.

There are S Nos. of fooder seed production farm under State Govt.
1) RK Nagar Fooder Farm, 2) Devipur Fooder Farm, 3) B.C. Manu Fooder
Farm, 4) Nalicherra and 5) Nalkata Fooder Farm.

Utilization of MGNREGA fund for tapioca cultivation during 2012-
13 is presented in the following Table.

Table- 8.28.

S1. | District Amount utilized | Beneficiary benefited | Area covered
No. (Rs. in lakh) (Nos) (Ha)
1 | West 17.73 153 18.88
2 | Khowai 33.86 338 27.76
3 | Sepahijala 14.44 93 13.68
4 | Gomati 8.24 85 13.60
5 | South 32.22 267 39.76
6 | Unakoti 45.02 206 32.96
7 | North - - -
8 | Dhalai 16.63 190 30.40

Total 168.15 1332 177.04

Source: - Animal Resource Development Department, Tripura.

Utilization of MGNREGA fund other than tapioca cultivation during
2012-13 is presented in the following Table.
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Table- 8.29.
Sl. | Name of district Net amount No. of beneficiary | Area
No. received & benefited covered
utilsied (Nos) (Ha)
(Rs.inlakh)
1 | West 16.46049 142 16.52
2 | Khowai 31.36186 313 36.16
3 | Sepahijala 19.26255 124 8.60
4 | Gomati 11.82681 122 17.36
5 | South 27.38935 227 35.76
6 | Unakoti 44.80073 205 32.8
7 | North 6.233 155 4.60
8 | Dhalai 16.6278 190 30.40
Total 173.96259 1478 182.2

Source: - Animal Resource Development Department, Tripura.

Teaching, training and extension:

The main objective of the scheme is to render modern technical
knowhow of anumal husbandry practices and to upgrade skill develop-
ment of the professionals and also to the animal husbandary farmers
and dairy development, cattle development, poultry development, duck
development, quail development, goat development, piggery develop-
ment, rabbit development. Such trainings would help overall augmenta-
tion of milk, meat and egg production of the State.

Veterinary education:

The College of Veterinary Science & Animal Husbandary at Radha
Kishore Nagar near Agartala has started functioning during 2009-10 with
the admission capacity of 20 students for bechalor degree. Besides,the
state has also sponsored about eight students to outside state institu-
tions for bechalor degree.

The State Veterinary Training Institute is modernising to render the
training and skill up-gradation.

Assistance to Co-operative Societies:

The main target of the scheme is to re-vitalize milk cooperative sec-
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tors for processing and distribution of milk and also to make proper
arrangement towards proper milk marketing system with a view to as-
sure the remuneration by milk producers.

8.4. Fisheries:

Fish is an important constituent of
daily diet of more than 95% of the popu-
lation of the State.its populace. The per
capita consumption of fish in the State
is reported to be highest among the in-
land states of the country. The State
made considerable achievements with
regard to carp seed production during
last decade of 20th century. It is rather
surplus in fish seed production with the present production level of
384.55 million against a requirement of 300 million at the end of 2012-
13. This is the first state in the North East, rather one of the very few land
locked States of the country, to produce seed of fresh water prawn in
artificial sea water on a commercial scale. But the State remained far
behind in fish production to fulfill the requirement of fish for its popu-
lace till early years of 21st century.

Progress in fishery sector during 2012-13:

Encouraging results with regard to fish culture activities could be
obtained in the State, particularly in the rural areas due to implementa-
tion of the plan activities during 2012-13. Besides, a class of progressive
farmers could be developed in the State who are obtaining fish produc-
tions of even above 4 - 5 tons per ha. The total fish production could also
be raised to 58,655 Mt as against 57,460 Mt in 2012-13. The per capita
availability of fish from local production has also increased to 16.33 kg
in 2012-13 as against 15.06 kg in 2011-12. Moreover, about 2324 ha
more water bodies including big water bodies have been brought under
the scientific fish culture and about 1219.33 ha. additional water area
created during 2012-13. Greater emphasis is now being laid on use of
floating pelleted feed, stunted fingerling etc in fish culture and also the
culture of high value species to increase per ha productivity and total
production in the State.
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The district wise water area and production of fish during 2012-
2013 is given in the following Table:

Table- 8.30.
Sl. | District Culturable | Inland fish Catch of fish Total (4+5)
No. water area | excluding non- | non-professional
(in hac) subsistence (subsistence

fishermen fish (in Mt)

fish (in Mt)
1 |2 3 4 5 6
1 |West 2464.55 5470.86 706.71 6177.57
2 |Shipaijala [ 3369.46 6955.59 948.49 7904.08
3 |Khowai 2770.70 6577.66 846.34 7424.00
4 |South 3060.58 6225.40 816.91 7042.31
S5 |Gomati 4485.45 9067.86 1260.01 10327.87
6 |Dhalai 3784.64 7577.29 974.96 8552.25
7 |North 2873.46 5756.30 703.07 6459.37
8 |Unakoti 1895.19 4190.69 576.87 4767.56

TOTAL:- |24704.03 |51821.65 6833.36 58655.01

Source: Fisheries Department, Tripura.

The important schemes implemented during 2012-13 and its
achievements are as follows :

Assistance for Scientific utilisation of resources:

Towards scientific utilization of available resources, thrust has been
laid on dissemination of technologies in the form of demonstration of
scientific fish culture, viz. composite fish culture, 'semi -intensive fish
culture', intensive fish culture in 'small' and "non perennial" water bod-
ies for development of this sector during 12th Plan period. Under this
programme in 2012-13 ,benefit has been extended to 9,789 farmers.

Popularisation of prawn culture among the farmers:

Emphasis has also given on popularising prawn farming in the State
due to its high market demand during 2012-13. For the purpose of pro-
duction of prawn juveniles, 7-hatcheries have been established and these
are being utilized regularly for production of prawn seed. In 2012-13,
about 6.11 lakhs prawn seed has been produced in the government
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sector and supplied to the farmers of remote and inaccessible areas for
cultivation.

Propogation of pabda and chitala fish

For the purpose of conservation of endangered fish pabda and its
culture technology for breeding has been standardised in the State and
seed is being cultured in farmer's pond. To achieve the production of
pabda, 3-pabda hatcheries so far been established and are being uti-
lized for production of pabda seed on regular basis. In 2012-13, about
34,000 pabda seeds have been produced and distributed among farm-
ers for culture in their ponds. Besides, about 6,000 chitala seeds have
been produced under live gene bank programme in Lembucherra farm
near Agartala in 2012-13 and distributed among the farmers for culture.

Ranching in open water bodies:

For enhancing fish production in open water bodies as well as en-
suring income potential of the fishermen living in and around the open
water bodies i.e river, rivulets and reservoir of the State , about 27 lakhs
big size fingerlings (7-10 cm and above 10 cm size) have been stocked in
open water bodies in 2012-13.

Involvement of co-operative societies & SHGs in fish culture:

There are about 144- Fishermen Co-operative Societies including
1- Apex Co-operative Society associated with fisheries activity. The State
Fisheries Department is providing technical and financial supports to
the less privileged societies for their better income and growth in fish
production. In 2012-13, assistance provided to 20- Fishermen Co-op-
erative Societies in the form of managerial subsidy and also provided
basic inputs to 53 - Co-operative Societies for adoption of fish culture in
52.92ha areas. Besides, 1365-Self Help Groups (SHGs) on fishing activ-
ity have been formed till 2012-13, of which benefit extended in the form
of inputs along with required training to 98-SHGs for adoption of culture
in 97.90 ha. water areas in 2012-13.

Effective training and motivation programme:

Towards motivation of farmers in scientific fish culture, emphasis
has been laid on organizing workshops and training camps at different
levels. Keeping in view ,8-training centers have been established so far
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in the State for catering training facilities to the fish farmers. In 2012-13,
about 45 workshops for 4500 farmers have been organized for encour-
aging them for adoption of scientific fish culture in the State. Besides,
about 7170 farmers were covered under effective training programme
on various pisciculture technology for skill development in 2012-13.

Concluding remarks:

As some important issues and challenges concerning the Indian
farmers for both production and marketing side especially for North-
East States remained unresolved in WTO regime and therefore, there
is need for sufficient protection of these farmers in North-East Region
since entire economy and its employment are heavily depends upon
the agriculture and allied activities. In recent years, the Union Gov-
ernment has been withdrawing the required subsidy for agricultural
production as well as bank loan facilities with less interest rates of
these farmers for fiscal correction as a result they face more challenges
to maintain the cost and quality at par with the similar agricultural
produces from outside the North East Region.

The State is basically an agrarian and rural based. Agriculture and
allied sector is the main backbone for generation of income and em-
ployment opportunities. As the population will be increasing and is
estimated to reach over 38.30 lakhs by 2015, the requirement of food-
grains, fruits and vegetables, milk, meat, fish, egg etc including animal
feeds would also naturally be increased. If the present deficit trends of
food, fruits and vegetable, fish, egg etc. continues, the State would defi-
nitely face more deficits by 2015 due to more demand and insufficient
supply.

Post-Perspective Plans: The Perspective Plans have been drawn at
the beginning of 10th five year plan have been terminated in the termi-
nal year of 12th five year plan on Agiculture/Horticulture/Animal Re-
sources and Fishery to over come the food deficits as well as generat-
ing employment. As most of these Perspective Plans have achieved
their targeted level but during Post-Perspective Plan periods in 12th
plan period more emphasise be given to sustain the level production
etc. achieved and maintaining the food security for future generation.

It is fact that more and more water bodies have come up under
scientific fish culture and new water areas have been created,

141




Economic Review
oF Tripura, 2012-13

More action is required to over come the weakness of the State
agriculture which includes low productivity, limited utilization of irriga-
tion facilities, limited storage facilities, complete non-existence of or-
ganized retail trade especially for fruits and vegetables, quality control
as well as adoption of modern farming techniques.

The opportunities available from the favourable agro-climatic con-
dition for horticultural crops including medical and herbs in the State,
right to be fully utilised. The growing middle class of the State increases
the demand for the horticultural produce both fresh and processed,
which need to be tapped by the local entrepreneurs.

The adoption of modern agricultural techniques, higher quality
breeds for animal husbandry and horticultural sectors as well as irri-
gation facilities would be able to solve the problems of rural poverty
and employment to a large extent in the State. Moreover, use of better
quality of seeds for higher productivity per acre in agriculture is also
needed. The State may directly approach for such techniques and
breeds as well as know-how suitable for the State from abroad particu-
larly from the South-East Asian countries.

Fish farmers of the State in general have come to believe that
fish culture is a profitable activities under agriculture & allied sectors.
[t is evident from the fact that more and more water bodies have come
up under scientific fish culture and new water areas have been
created,this level of confidence and progress shall continue in 12th
five year plan also.
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9) FORESTRY & RUBBER

Introduction:

orest is an integral part
fof the culture and tra-

dition of Tripura. It also
maintains the environment,
bio-diversity, land, soil, water
& air regimes. Any imbalance
in equilibrium of the above
components affects the system
adversely and has an adverse
impact on human life.

The state has a geographical area of 10,491 km2 of which 6,294
km?2 (60 percent) is the forest area as per legal classification in the State.
As per Report of the Forest Survey of India, 2011 total forest cover in the
state is 7977 km2 i.e 76.04 percent of the total geographical area. Due
to 856 km long international borders with Bangladesh, the trans-border
smuggling of forest produces is one of the major serious constrains lead-
ing to degradation of these forests. In the forests of the state, about 266-
species of medicinal plants, 379-tree species, 320-shrubs, 581-herbs,
165-climbers, 16-climbing shrubs, 35-ferns, 45-epiphytes and 4-para-
sites are found. Most importantly, there are 50-species endemic to
Tripura, 2-primitive plants and 7-endangered plants are also found in
Tripura.

/0 Total forest area is 6,294 sq.km out of total area of 10,491 R
sq.km. in the State.
¢ Revenue earned from the forestry sector was Rs.655.84
crore in 2012-13.
¢ State is the 2nd lartest producer of natural rubber in the
country after Kerala.
¢ Till 2012-13, 946 Joint Forest Management groups have
\ beenformed involving 44,882 families. )
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Forest composition and growing stock:

Blessed with high rainfall, humidity and nutrient rich soil, the for-
ests of Tripura are rich in productivity and the potential productivity
index is estimated to be 9-12 cubic meter per hectare per annum.

The forests of Tripura are divided into two major forest types. These
are - i) Evergreen forests and ii) moist deciduous forests. Moist decidu-
ous forests are further divided in two distinct categories, namely, a) Moist
Deciduous Sal Forests and b) Moist Deciduous Mixed Forests. Moist
Deciduous Sal Forest covers part of Belonia, Udaipur, Sonamura and
Sadar Sub-Divisions.

Inventory report published by the Forest Survey of India in the year
2011 gives the account of forest cover of Tripura,which is presented in
the following Table.

Inventory survey carried out by Forest Survey of India gives the
account of composition of growing stock of Tripura as follows: -

Table- 9.1.
Stratum Area in sq. km Forest area (% of Geo. Area)
Very dense forest 109 1.04
Moderately dense forest | 4686 44.67
Open forest 3182 30.33
Total forest 7977 76.04

Source: Forest Department, Tripura.
Contribution of forestry sector to rural economy:

Forest is the complex system providing a variety of ecological and
other valuable services like timber, food, fodder, beauty of landscape,
wilderness, peace and solitude. Efficient use of these resources for wel-
fare of the state and its people is the utmost priority.

The revenue earned from forestry sector in 2012-13 was estimated
to be Rs. 655.48 lakhs. It is estimated that contribution of the forestry
sector to the Net State Domestic Product at current prices at factor cost
was about Rs.5700 crore in the state's economy during 2012-13.

Activities:

The State Forest Department manages the recorded 6294.287 sq.
km. of forest area in the State. Besides, managing the forest area, it
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undertakes extension of tree cover to private holdings for better envi-

ronmental management and for achieving the following aims and objec-
tives:

i)  Maintain and improve the productive potential of natural resources,

ii) Strengthening of rural livelihood by providing fuel, fodder, timber,
bamboo and other

NTFP,

iii) Conservation and development of resources base by introducing new
technologies and encouraging people's participation through the JFEM
programmes,

iv) Addressing the ever-increasing demands of the population,
v) Reduce the pressure on forests.

Achievements in 2012-13:

i) To increase the productivity of existing forests, afforestation around
18,757 hec was taken up on degraded forestland during 2012-13. Fur-
ther, 129.88 lakhs seedlings have been distributed till March, 2013 by
the State Forest Department for plantation.

ii) An innovative scheme of 'Angan-Ban Prakalpa' for productive
use of fallow land in private holdings is being implemented by the For-
est Department since 1996-97. Under the scheme, it is envisaged to
provide technical inputs and guidance to the selected beneficiaries in
raising plantation of forestry species on private wasteland. Till 2012-
13, about 4999.37 hec. has been covered under the project involving
around 26, 891 beneficiaries.

iii) For the purpose of active participation and involvement of lo-
cal communities in protection and development of forests, Joint For-
est Management (JFM) has been undertaken in the state on a large
scale based on the decision of the State Government in January 2002.
Till 2012-13, about 946 JFM committees have been formed involving
a project area of more than 2,60,211 hec and involving 95048 fami-
lies of tribal and rural people. The details are presented in the follow-
ing table.
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Table : 9.2.
Name of No. of JFMC's formed Project Afforested No. of families involved
Sub-Division Forests JICA Total Area area ST SC Gen OBC | Total

(in ha) (in ha)

Manu 39 0 39 8,654 2558 3265 59 10 53 3387
Kanchanpur 88 69 157 37700 3388 7766 4205 2951 3487 | 18409
Kailashahar 30 42 72 18466 3058 2115 1300 1372 1440 | 6227
Ambassa 44 0 44 9428 5450 4106 618 12 320 5056
Udaipur 82 52 134 24648 13006 3681 2879 2682 3162 | 12404
Gumti 28 58 86 16140 14360 4056 1832 1545 1620 | 9053
Bagafa 73 72 145 27215 5209 2978 1547 1398 1350 | 7273
Sadar 27 50 77 32132 12765 4318 3880 2916 4074 | 15188
Teliamura 52 79 131 69694 21196 6279 3027 2133 3129 | 14568
Trishna 36 17 53 14854 401 1147 743 521 637 3048
wild life
Sepahijala 8 0 8 1280 808 220 115 0 100 435
wild life.
Total 507 439 946 260211 82200 39931 | 20205 15540 | 19372| 95048

Source: - Forest Department, Tripura.

iv) To provide support to community participation in protection
and management of forest, JFM has been made an integral part of Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) like Intensification of Forest Manage-
ment (90:10), Rastriya Krishi Vikash Yojana (RKVY), Assistant to States
for Development of National Park and Sanctuaries, Project Elephant,
National Bamboo Mission, National Afforestation Programme, Central
Zoo Authority, National Rain fed Area Authority, Rudrasagar Wetland
Development project in Tripura and NEC-Bamboo Resource Develop-
ment for Socio-economic upliftment of rural poor through community
based approach in Tripura. During 2011-12, an amount of 1710.20
lakhs has been released by the Government of India for implementa-
tion of the National Afforestation Programme. The plantation over 6,517
hec has been raised under National Afforestation Programme in 2011-
12.

Revenue:

The forest revenue realized on account of disposal of forest pro-
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duces of different category in the state in 2012-13 is presented in the
following Table.

Table- 9.3.
(Rs. in lakhs)
Year Timber Firewood | Bamboo | Sand Other | Total
2012-13 189.00 10.00 63.00 105.00 | 288.84 | 655.84

Source: Forest Department, Tripura.
Plan Expenditure:

The expenditure incurred on the forestry programmes and man
days generated on account of implementation of such programmes
in the State during the year 2012-13 is given in the following
Table.

Table : 9.4.
Year Expenditure incurred on forestry programmes | Mandays Area of
(Rs. in lakhs) Generaged | afforestation
(lakhs (Ha)
State Plan | CSS/ NEC Total
2012-13 9068.412 | 369.498 9437.910 | 45.50 18,756.72

Source: - Forest Department, Tripura.

Protected Area Network (PAN):

Bio-diversity of the State is dwindling at an alarming rate. Pursu-
ant to the need for conservation and development of bio-diversity in
situ, a network of 4 sanctuaries and one National Park has been
established in the State during last decade. One more sanctuary
in Atharamura hill range is being considered by the State Govern-
ment.

The PAN represent diverse ecosystems and wildlife habitats spread
throughout the State. These are prioritized for protection and conserva-
tion of diversity, both floral and faunastic. The sanctuary wise position in
2012-13 with targeted species for conservation are presented in the fol-
lowing Table.
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Table : 9.5.
Name of the sanctuary Area in Important flora and fauna found
sq.km?2
1]|Clouded Leopard National at 5.08 Slow Loris, Capped Langur,
Sepahijala spectacled Langur, Clouded Leopard.
2|[ Sepahijala Wildlife Sanctuary || 18.54 Birds and primates, migratory birds
in the winter.
3| Gumti Wildlife Sanctuary 389.540 Elephant, samber, barking deer,
wild goats, serrow etc.
4|[ Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary 194.708 Bison, leopard, barking deer, wild dog,
capped langur, king cobra, spectacled
monkey, slow lorries etc.
5. [[Roa Wildlife Sanctuary 0.858 Many species of birds and primates.
Total: 603.6404

Source: - Forest Department, Tripura.

Notification under Section 26(A) of WL (P) Act are yet to be issued
for all the 4 sanctuaries, proclamation by Collector under Section 21 has
been issued and required enquiries are in progress. The PAs are iso-
lated as "Islands" amidst agricultural land and human settlements. These
are under tremendous stress. Man and animal conflict is on the rise. Ar-
eas with actual and potential conflicts with surrounding population, un-
authorized collection of timber, fuel wood, NWFP beyond sustainable lim-
its have been identified and efforts are on to have a harmonious balance.

In addition to in-situ conservation efforts, Sepahijala Zoo has been
established for ex-situ conservation measures. The zoo houses 558 ani-
mals as on 01-08-2011 and birds belonging to 56 faunal species. The
captive breeding programme on selected 4 species viz as spectacle mon-
key, clouded leopard, pigtail macaque and binturong, along with aware-
ness promotion efforts have been by and large successful. The number
of visitors has been constantly increasing in Sepahijala Wildlife
Sanctuary.In 2012-13 about 1.68 lakh visitors visited and revenue
earned was Rs.23.18 lakh.

Forest Protection:

The following table shows the cases drawn against the persons in-
volved in tree felling and other forest offences in 2012-13. Due to finan-
cial constraints over the years, infrastructure network of State Forest
Department could not be improved. Due to advent of better communi-
cation facilities including mobile phones, seizure of illicitly felled timber
has become more difficult in 2012-13 since the state has long interna-
tional boarder.
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Table : 9.6.
Year Nature of cases Adjudicated Court Timber seized
Illegal | Others| Total Departmentally| cases (cum)
felling
1997-98 1007 671 1678 1401 277 1765
1998-99 | 1024 682 1706 1383 323 1297
1999-00 | 477 1071 1548 1402 146 1290
2000-01 | 809 679 1488 1334 154 3509
2001-02 | 550 1087 1637 1469 168 1859
2002-03 | 692 622 1314 1209 105 1404.40 (round)
670.17 (sawn)
2003-04 | 467 1144 1611 1531 80 1947.71 rmt.(other)
1035.37 (round)
546.57 (sawn)
2004-05 | 173 745 918 831 87 838.237
2005-06 | 960 829 1789 1742 47 2036.44
1123.31 (round)
913.131 (sawn)
2006-07 | 919 903 1822 1684 138 1857.603
2007-08 | 288 256 544 522 19 372.735 (round)
247.204 (sawn)
2008-09 | 416 595 1011 1112 51 2110.05 cum
32545 rmt
2009-10 | 977 1468 | 2445 765 38 3607.321 cum
395.13 rmt
2010-11 | 171 774 957 892 58 3860.83 (round)
1387.04 (sawn)
2011-12 | 29 128 157 141 8 1156.131 cum
2012-13 | 70 211 315 270 21 141.72 cum
Source: - Forest Department, Tripura.
Miscellaneous:

i) In 2012-13, the State Forest Department has implemented a project
for regrouped forest villages at 21 sites involving 3,330 families in clus-
ters near roadsides. These families have spontaneously moved out from
interior forest areas to these locations.

ii) The eco-tourism programme are under active consideration of
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the State Government. Efforts are being made to attract tourists to sce-
nic places of the state having ecological importance.

iii) Research activities have been geared towards better socio-eco-
nomic contribution of bio-diversity; implication of climate change; activi-
ties that adversely affect economy due to deforestation, fertilizers, pesti-
cides; use and inventory of medicinal important plants; rural energy,
marketing etc. A State Medicinal Plant Board has been constituted by
the State Government with Divisional Forest Officer (Research) as its
Chief Executive Officer.

iv) The special focus is being given to value addition to non-timber
forestry products and promotion of the bamboos for giving more eco-
nomic return to rural people.

v) The project proposal submitted to Japanese Bank of Interna-
tional Cooperation for environmental improvement and poverty allevia-
tion for an amount of "'Rs.249 crore has been approved by the bank for
funding in Tripura. The project shall be implemented in 7-territorial di-
visions and 2-wildlife ranges under the State Forest Department.

Tripura Forest Development and Plantation Corporation Ltd. (TFDPC
Ltd.):

India ranks third in terms of production of natural rubber in the
world after Thailand and Malaysia. Tripura is the second largest pro-
ducer of the natural rubber in the country. Incidentally, TFDPC is the
single largest owner of rubber estate in the country. In Tripura rubber
plants (Hevea brasiliensis) were initially introduced for soil and mois-
ture conservation by State Forest Department in 1963. Rubber is a tropi-
cal crop and grows well in Tripura. The species has proved excellent for
permanent settlement of tribal jhumias. Till 2012-13, TFDPC owns
8474.40 hec rubber plantation and besides created 3200.89 hec plan-
tation for SC/ST families. The estimated production in 2012-13 by TFDPC
was about 2704 MT.

The study conducted by the National Bureau of Soil Survey and
Land Use Planning, as a part of exploratory study for the World Bank
assistance revealed that approximately 1 lakh hec of land in the State is
suitable for rubber cultivation. This offers tremendous scope for expan-
sion and cultivation of rubber crop. The national apex bodies of indus-
tries and commerce like CII, FICCI etc. have also realised the impor-
tance and potentiality of rubber cultivation in the State.
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below:

i)

ii)

i)

iv)

The TFDPC Ltd. is the major producer of rubber in the State and it
functions under the administrative control of State Forest Department.
A rubber mission has been set up by Government of Tripura for better
coordination of all the agencies involved in taking up rubber plantation
and marketing of rubber.

The other notable contribution of TFDPC in 2012-13 are explained

The TFDPC ia a profit making PSU with annual turn over for in
2012-13 was Rs. 5316.26 lakh

The TFDPC is running a cenex (concentrated latex of 60% DRC)
factory at Takmacherra with annual installed capacity of 1000
MT. Besides, it is also manufacturing skim rubber/PLC/ EBC
and also supplying to rubber industries.

The Technically Specified Rubber (TSR) factory constructed at
Takmacherra in South District is now under operation for pro-
duction of superior grade rubber block (ISNR) with an annual
installed production capacity of 1500 MT.

Industrial estate at Anandnagar under the management of the
TFDPC is producing high quality solid rubber wood board,
treated timber and high quality furniture from rubber wood
since 1999, with an annual capacity of 2,24,000 cubic feet.

An export oriented door making unit with funding under NER,
Government of India, has been established and now under
operation with the production capacity of 40 doors/per day
started since 2012.

Upcoming activities:

De-structure bamboo board unit in technological collaboration
with the Forest Research Institute, Dehradun.

Bamboo dhari board manufacturing unit in technical collabo-
ration with IPIRTI, Bangalore.

Promotion of eco-tourism in the state with consultancy of jun-
gle Lodges & Resorts, Bangalore.

vii) Provides direct employment to 222 people and also creates 15

lakh man days annually, besides self employment to another
200 people and creates number of indirect employment.
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viii) Entrepreneurship development has remained a constant en-
deavour of TFDPC Ltd. Due to availability of raw materials like
cenex, dry rubber sheet, rubber scrap, rubber wood and scope
of value additions in many industries are being established in
Tripura. The 'Rubber Park' is an example of its kind.

Rubber Plantation:

India ranks fourth in terms of pro-

E'
duction of Natural Rubber in the World ﬂaa | gfﬁi
!

after Thailand, Indonasia and
Malayasia. Kerala is the largest and
Tripura is the second largest producer
of natural rubber in the country. In
Tripura rubber plants (Hevea
brasiliensis) were introduced for soil
and moisture conservation by Forest
Department in 1963. Rubber is a tropi-
cal crop and grows well in Tripura. The species has proved excellent for
permanent settlement of tribal jhumias.

The following table shows the year wise extension in area of rubber
plantation in Tripura till during 1976-77 to 2011-12.

Table : 9.7.
Year Area (in Ha)
1976-77 574
1981-82 3,590
1986-87 10,085
1991-92 17,860
1996-97 23,936
2001-02 30,575
2006-07 35,760
2011-12 57,620
2012-13 61,231

Source: - Rubber Board, Tripura.

The study conducted by the National Bureau of Soil Survey and
Land Use Planning, as a part of exploratory study for the World Bank
Assistance revealed that approximately one lakh hectares of land is suit-
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able for rubber plantation in the State. This offers tremendous scope for
expansion of rubber plantation. Apex Bodies of Industries and Com-
merce like CII etc. have also realized the importance and the potential of
rubber cultivation in the State. It is also proposed to engage an external
agency to study the feasibility to extend rubber cultivation in an area not
exceeding 10 percent of the total geographical area of the State.

The area and production of rubber in 2012-13 is presented in the

following table.
Table- 9.8.

District Nature area| Immature Total area Production

(ha) are (ha) (ha) (Mt)
West 15677 13392 29069 16044
South 7185 12795 19980 15328
North 3517 3925 7442 4702
Dhalai 3736 1004 4740 1203
Total 30115 31116 61231 37277

Source: - Rubber Board, Tripura.

Concluding remarks:

The State is endowed with rich flora and fauna and therefore, grow-
ing of medical plants and herbs as well as other forest based industries
including traditionally rich handloom and handicrafts industries have
an immense potential to develop. Besides, there is ample scope for de-
velopment of eco-tourism in the State.

The soil erosion beyond the permissible limit especially in the river
catchments, draining out of the rain water as run-off water with out re-
charging the ground water table causes frequent floods as well as of
water during the dry month, which need to be tackled in a phased man-
ner for better environmental conservation.

On the otherhand, Gregarious Flowering in Muli and other bam-
boos has posed a serious threat to the State's natural resources, which
require to be addressed scientifically to reduce the depletion in the grow-
ing stock of bamboo.
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10) CO-OPERATION

o-operative movement has

been passed through six

decades, which playing an
impotant role for economic devel-
opment especially to the weaker
section of the people in rural ar-
eas of the State including the
tribals. Co-operative movement is
handling both agriculture and non-
agriculture sectors for providing
credit facilities, agricultural inputs and distribution of consumers arti-
cles. The assistances from State Government and Government of India
under the Agriculture Debt Waiver & Debt Relief Scheme and
recapitalization fund of revival package of Short Term Credit Coopera-
tion Srructure (STCCS). Presently, emphasis has been given to over-
come the bottle necks of the cooperative movement for achieving self-
sustaining cooperative structure in the State.

The main objective of the co-operative movement is to facilitate self-
employment opportunities especially in the rural areas and also to pro-
vide additional source of income to the farmers and rural artisans. The
movement also prevents exploitation of farmers and artisan by the trad-
ers and to enable them to get better returns for their produces and proper
distribution of consumer's article as well.

The movement acquired a comprehensive character with the enact-
ment of Tripura Cooperative Societies Act, 1974 and the Tripura Coop-
erative Societies Rules 1976. Most recently 2nd amendment to TCS Act
and TCS Rule 1976 has been done in the year 2009 and 2012, respec-
tively. Besides, amendment of bye-Laws of the credit societies has been

(o

There are 1,732 Co-operative Societies out of which )
132 are women societies in 2013.

¢ Total membership was 6.52 lakhs in 2013.

¢ Working capital was Rs.926.24 lakhs in 2012-13.
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done for giving more autonomy to the management of co-operatives based
on the recommendations of the Vaidyanathan Committee-I for revival
package.

The Cooperative Movement in Tripura started way back in 1949
with the registration of Swasti Samabay Samity Ltd. at Kanchanpur Sub-
Division under North Tripura District.

In Tripura, 2-tier Cooperative Movement is followed i.e. Apex (State)
and Primary level. The dominant sector of cooperative movement in the
State comprises agri credit, consumer, marketing etc, and these can be
broadly categorized according to their activities as agri credit and non-
agri-non-credit societies.

Apart from agriculture credit and non agriculture credit societies-
fishery, animal husbandry, village and cottage industry cooperatives are
also playing a significant role in the rural economy of the state.

The economy of the State is agro-based facing the problem of farm
credit, therefore, received attention of the successive State Governments
for comprehensive Co-operative movement.

The status of the co-operative societies in the State is depicted in
the following table for the years 2011-12 and 2012-13.

Table : 10.1.
S1. No | Items Units 2011-12 | 2012-13
i) Societies Numbers 1720 1732
1) Membership Lakh 6.51 6.52
i) Share capital Rs. Crore 109.12 112.82
iv) Working capital Rs. Crore | 921.20 926.24
V) Societies per lakh of population | Numbers 47.77 46.81

Source: Co-operative Department, Tripura.

The number of co-operative societies in the State was 1,696 in 2010-
11 which increased to 1,720 in 2011-12 and further to 1,732 in 2012-
13. Total membership of these cooperative societies was 6.51 lakh in
2011-12 which rose marginally to 6.52 lakh in 2012-13. There are about
334 co-operative societies in the State which are at the stage of liquida-
tion.

The total share capital of these societies was Rs.112.82 crores in
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2012-13. The amount of working capital of these Sscieties in the State

stood at Rs. 926.24 crores in the year 2012-13, which was Rs. 921.20
crores in 2011-12.

Number of Co-operative Societies

1740 -
1732

1730 -
1720
1720 -
1710 -
1700 - 1696
1690 -

1680 -

1670

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

The different types of cooperative societies in the State during the
year 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13 are shown in the following table :

Table- 10.2.

Sl. No| Types of Co-operative Societies 2010-11| 2011-12 | 2012-13
i) Agriculture 389 399 401
i) Non Agriculture 17 19 21
i) Marketing 14 14 14
iv) Milk Supply 112 113 113
V) Apex Society 11 11 11
vi) Weavers 189 194 196
vii) Consumers 210 211 213
viii) Housing 3 3 3
ix) Farming 2 2 2
X) Non Agricultural Non Credit 258 259 259
Xi) Fishery 146 146 148
xii) Industries 309 313 315
xiii) Others 36 36 36

TOTAL 1696 1720 1732

Source: Co-operative Department, Tripura.
Co-operative Societies in districts:

The co-operative societies are classified into two sectors, one credit
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societies and other non- credit societies. The credit societies consist of
agriculture credit societies (LAMPS, PACS, services, farmers, small farm-
ing) T.S.C.B Ltd., T.C.A.R.D.B Ltd., A.C.U.B Ltd. and employees credit
societies. The non credit societies consist of marketing, weavers, other
industries, fisheries, milk consumers and transport etc.

The district wise breakup in un-divided form of these credit and
non credit co-operative societies in 2012-13 are presented in the follow-
ing Table.

Table : 10.3.

Sl. | Type of Cooperative Societies [ West | South | North|Dhalai | Total

No.

1. | Apex Societies 11 0 0 0 11

2. | Agri Credit Societies 181 98 76 46 401
a) LAMPS 18 20 9 9 56
b. PACS 91 51 48 21 211
c. FSS 0 1 0 0 1
d. Service 33 11 9 9 62
e. Multipurpose 28 7 6 6 47
f. Small farming 11 8 4 1 24

3. | Other industries 169 45 54 47 315
a. Tailoring 16 3 4 1 24
b. Multipurpose industry 28 1 11 9 49
c. Rubber 3 0 1 2 6
d. Brick klin 12 6 8 S 31
e. Cinema 3 1 0 6 10
f. Tea plantation 11 7 7 7 32
g. Carpentry 16 2 3 2 23
h. Bamboo & cane 29 13 6 3 51
i. Pottery 9 3 1 1 14
j- Cobblers 9 2 3 2 16
k. Paddy husking 3 0 0 4 7
1. Others 30 7 10 S 52

4. | Non agri-non credit 170 34 37 18 259
a. Transport 85 9 14 7 116
b. Labour 26 14 10 3 52
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c. Forest labour S 2 0 0 7
d. Rickshwa pullar 18 7 4 S 34
e. Press Coop 13 0 2 0 15
f. Agril-engineering 4 0 0 0 4
g. Supplier Coop 13 0 1 2 16
h. Other social 6 2 6 1 15
5. | Weavers 121 30 28 17 196
a. Handloom 115 29 28 17 189
b. Khadi 6 1 0 0 7
6. | Non-agri credit 20 1 0 0 21
a. Urban bank 1 0 0 0 1
b. Employees/others 19 1 0 0 20
7. | Housing Coop 3 0 0) 0) 3
8. | Pry. marketing 6 4 3 1 14
9. | Fishery Coop. 67 47 20 14 148
10 | Milk supply 68 8 36 1 113
11 | Piggery Coop 9 7 2 4 22
12 | Poultry Coop 6 1 3 2 12
13 | Farming Coop 2 0) 0) 0) 2
14 | Processing Coop 1 1 0 0 2
15 | Consumer Coop 138 18 34 23 213
Total societies 972 294 293 |173 1732
Under liquidation 194 52 51 37 334
Grand Total 1166 (346 344 |210 |2066

Source: - Co-operation Department, Tripura.

Others Co-operatives:

Co-operative Societies falling under the category of other co-opera-
tives are labour, press, housing, cobbler, rickshaw puller etc. who are
being financially supported by the department for economic ameliora-
tion of the members in 2012-13, an amount of Rs. 99 lakhs was pro-
vided as share capital to other co-operatives.

Women Co-operative Societies:

There were 133 of Women Co-operative Societies in the State till
March, 2013. Out of this, 80 societies were in West Tripura District, 16
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societies were in South Tripura District, 23 societies were in North Tripura
District and remaining 14 societies were in Dhalai District.

The total share capital and working capital of these 133-Women
Co-operative Societies in 2012-13 were Rs.46.86 lakhs and Rs 77.12
lakhs, respectively.

New Initiatives:

i) Implementation of Vaidanathan Package-1:

The Government of Tripura, accepting the recommendations of the
Vaidyanathan Committee, had entered into a MOU with the Government
of India and NABARD on 21st January 2008. As per the condition of the
MOU, special audit of 268- LAMPS and PACS as on 31st March 2004 for
ascertaining the actual quantum of losses have been completed and
certified by the State Level Implementation Committee (SLIC).

Under the revival package, the financial assistance amounting to
Rs.79.42 crore in respect of 268 LAMPS and PACS as worked out by the
special audit has been shared (except the position of losses incurred
due to fraud etc) by the Government of India and State Government in
the proportion of 90:10. In view of the revival package, Government of
India and State Government have released their proportionate share to
the Tripura State Co-operative Bank (TSCB) in two spells for revival of
261 LAMPS and PACS to an amount of Rs.69.17 crores and 7.71 crores,
respectively. The Government of India did not release the recapitalization
assistance amounting to Rs.0.17 crore in respect of 7- PACS , as these
PACS had no credit business outstanding as on 31st March 2004.

As per requisite of the package-l, necessary amendment of the
State Cooperative Societies Act 1974, has already been done in 2009.
Besides, amendment of bye-laws of the credit societies has been done.
The State Government in the Department of Cooperation has converted
the equity share to an amount of Rs. 5028 crore is excess of 25% into
grant. The State Government has already released its committed finan-
cial liabilities of 261 credit society (LAMPS/PACS/FSS) including one
TSCB Ltd.

ii) Implementation of Integrated Co-operative Development Project:

The Integrated Co-operative Development Project (ICDP), a central
sector scheme under National Co-operative Development Commission
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(NCDC) was first introduced in West Tripura District. With this experi-
ence, for the second time one more projects for South Tripura District
having a total project cost of Rs.14.80 crore which includes 30 percent
subsidy component has been sanctioned. For overseeing the implemen-
tation of the project work one State Level Co-ordination Committee (SLCC)
comprising the heads of the line departments has been constituted. Simi-
larly, at the District Level Coordination Committee (DLCC) comprising
the district level officers of the line departments has also been consti-
tuted. Tripura State Cooperative Bank (TSCB) has been assigned with
the task of Project Implementation Agency (PIA) for South Tripura Dis-
trict. The PIA is responsible for overall implementation of the project. As
per the terms and condition of the project, the State Government has to
incur the expenditure of the projects and thereafter, on the submission
of claim by the State Government, the NCDC will reimburse the expendi-
ture in a phased manner.

The State Government has released Rs.1.50 crore, Rs.2.11 crore,
5.43 crore and 3.38 crore during the financial years 2009-10, 2010-11,
2011-12 and 2012-13, respectively.

As per objectives of the project in un-divided South Tripura District
(which restructured into the present Gomoti and South Tripura Dis-
tricts), the required fund has been allocated to 125 co-operative socie-
ties during 2011-12, which were as as follows.

1. LAMPS - 20 Nos.
2. PACS - 51 Nos.
3. PMCS - 04 Nos.
4. Fisheries - 39 Nos.
S. Others - 11 Nos.

In 2012-13, an amount of Rs, 1.19 crore, has been sanctioned to 17
co-operative societies for their project purpose towards share capital,
loan and subsidy.

State Government grant-in -aid to TSCB:

In order to revive the credit delivery system, the State Government
has provided to an amount of Rs.7.29 crore to TSCB in 2007-08 and in
2008-09 for settlement of outstanding dues to the extent of 40 percent
against 181 identified LAMPS and PACS in the state under One Time
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Settlement(OTS) scheme. As a result, all the 268- LAMPS and PACS in
the state have not only become 'debt free' but also have attained eligibil-
ity to obtain fresh loans from TSCB for further extending loans to the
borrowers/members. Considering TSCB potentially viable the State Gov-
ernment has provided an amount of Rs. 2.37 crore during 2011-12, to-
wards Infusion, which helped the TSCB to achieve the license from RBI.

Agricultural Debt Waivers & Debt Relief Scheme, 2008(ADW&DR):

TSCB had received Rs.32 crore in 2008-09, under the Agriculture
Debt Waiver & Debt Relief Scheme, 2008(ADW & DR) announced by the
Government of India, based on the claim submitted in favour of 18,553
borrowers/farmers of 96 co-operative societies (11 LAMPS and 85 PACS).
The Government of India has already released the claim to the TSCB
through NABARD, and, the bank has already adjusted the released fund
towards the dues of defaulting farmers. As a result the erstwhile default-
ing members/farmers have become eligible for obtaining fresh loans also.

Consumer Sector:

At present Tripura State Co-operative Consumers Federation
(TSCCF) Ltd.has been dealing in consumers goods, distribution of LPG
cylinders, essential commodities (both PDS and non-PDS), kerosene oil,
stationery articles, medicine etc. through its retail outlets. In addition,
the TSCCF Ltd. is also engaged in the supply of dietary items to the
hospitals and jails etc., supply of office stationery and other office
equipments are also being made available on requisition by different
Government Departments. The State Government has been extending
financial support as share capital for strengthening the TSCCF. As such
The State Government has provided Rs.1.56 crore towards share capital
for strengthening the TSCCF in 2012-13.

The TSCCF decided to construct a commercial multi-storied build-
ing with an estimated cost of Rs. 39 crores at Sakuntala Road, Agartala.
The proposed construction has been taken up by a Joint Venture Com-
pany namely SHRISTI. In 2012-13, total turn over and working capital
stood at Rs. 8.08 crore and 2.73 crore, respectively.

The performance of the TSCCF LTD. Agartala, as on 31st March,
2013 is presented in the following Table.
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Table- 10.4.
1 Membership (Nos) 1,023
2 Share capital (Rs. In crore) 19.46
3 Working capital (Rs. In crore) 2.73
4 Business turnover(Rs. In crore) 8.08

Source: Co-operative Department, Tripura.
Credit Sector:
i) Tripura State Co-operative Bank (TSCB):

Tripura State Cooperative Bank Ltd. (TSCB) was established in the
year 1957 under the Bombay Cooperative Societies Act. TSCB is an
Apex Cooperative Bank in the State channelising funds as per the guide-
lines of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to LAMPS and PACS for effecting
disbursement of credit to the cooperative members at a nominal rate of
interest.

Presently, TSCB has 49-branches and 7-extension counters in the
State. In the recent past, the credit sector faced constraints of credit
business due to non-realisation of substantial over dues from the co-
operative members of LAMPS/PACS. As a result, most of these credit
societies (except few) could not avail fresh credit support from the TSCB
during last ten years.

With a view to revamp the sector, stringent action was initiated
which has resulted in the improvement of recovery climate. Apart from
extending the institutional credit support, TSCB Ltd. also provides dif-
ferent kinds of loans to the individual borrowers. Further, working capi-
tal of the Bank has been improving gradually over the years. The TSCB
has been implementing various Government sponsored schemes like
Swabalamban, Tripura State Support Project for SHG's (TSSPS) and other
banking services including old age pensions, MREGA payment, and dis-
bursement of salaries to the employees. The TSCB has also introduced
Kissan Credit Card (KCC) in the year 1999-2000 for providing timely and
adequate flow of credit support to the farmers/cooperative members of
LAMPS/PACS in the state. For organising and looking after the SHG
groups, the State Co-operative Bank Ltd has been taking special initia-
tives. In 2012-13, TSCB has sanctioned Rs.1298 lakhs to 408- SHG
gro