Prologue

The Chhattisgarh &/ Jan Rapat is primarily an
effort of the people of Chhattisgarh at the
Village, District and State level. The Report
is a tribute to the people of Chhattisgarh and
is the culmination of the hard work done by
the people of 19,000 villages, the sangwaaris
(village facilitators) and the village Sahyogi Dals
(village level task forces).

We are greatly indebted to the Cabinet sub
committee, which was formed under the
chairmanship of Shri Amar Agrawal, Minister for
Finance, Planning & Statistics, and Commerce
& Industries to analyse the Report. The other
members of the sub committee were Shri Ajay
Chandrakar, Minister for Panchayat & Rural
Development, Higher Education, Technical
Education & Manpower Planning, Shri Rajesh
Munat, Minister of State for Public Works &
School Education, Dr. Krishna Murthy Bandhi,
Minister of State for Health & Medical Education
and Shri A. K. Vijayavargia, Chief Secretary. We
are thankful to the Chairmanand the members of
the committee for providing valuable guidance
in finalising this Report.

The Report is an outcome of an interactive
process that involved academia and academic
institutions of Chhattisgarh, civil society
organisations, Panchayat representatives,
media and governmentinstitutions. The process
included manyworkshopsinalltheregionsofthe
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State — workshops with civil society, workshops
with media, workshops with sangwaaris and
workshops with Panchayat representatives. All
these institutions and people deserve special
thanks.

The Human Development Report team is
grateful to the district level advisory boards,
constituted in all the districts to facilitate the
process of writing the village Jan Rapats. The
Village Reports formed the basis of the district
Jan Rapats.

The chapters in this Report are primarily based
on background papers prepared on the basis of
village and district Jan Rapats. Subject experts
collated these papers and the final chapters
draw on their inputs and contributions. The
chapters on Natural Resources, on Education,
Knowledge and Information and Income and
Livelihoods are largely based on the background
papers prepared by Sanket Development
Group. The chapter on Health and Well-being
was put together by Ms. Rinchin, Mr. Amitabh
Singh & Ms. Leena Singh developed the chapter
on Society and Institutions and the chapter
on Human Development in Chhattisgarh. The
perception analysis in all the chapters has been
prepared by the Debate team. The 16 district
profiles are also based on inputs received
from the Sanket Development Group. We are
thankful to Ms. Nandini Oberoi, who reworked
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the chapters, and diligently edited the Report.
She has also prepared the executive summary.

The Report was prepared with the
encouragement and support of the Planning
Commission, Government of India. We thank
Dr. Rohini Nayyar, Adviser, Rural Development,
Planning Commission and Mr. B.N. Nanda,
Director, Rural Development, Planning
Commission for their support in the preparation
of the Chhattisgarh HDR.

We thank the Human Development Resource
Centre (HDRC), UNDP India Country Office for
providing training on estimating district income
to the State and district level statistical officers.
UNDP was supported by the Centre for Budget
and Policy Studies, Bangalore and Spatial
Data Pvt. Ltd., Bangalore in this training. The
HDRC provided valuable support throughout
the preparation of the HDR. We are thankful
to Dr. K. Seeta Prabhu and Dr. Suraj Kumar who
participated in the workshops and provided
substantive guidance. They steered the
process of preparation of the HDR, particularly
during the finalisation of the Report. We are
also thankful to Ms. Ritu Mathur who provided
technical inputs throughout the exercise.

Chhattisgarh ki Jan Rapat has also benefited
from several non-government organisations and
institutions in the State who provided valuable
comments.

The Human Development Report team
received the active support of the Directorate

of Economics and Statistics and many other
Departments especiallythe Directorate of Health
and Family Welfare, Directorate of Education,
Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, Directorate of Industry, Directorate
of Panchayat and Social Welfare. In statistical
work, Mr. P K. Bisi, Director, Directorate of
Economics and Statistics provided necessary
support during the entire process.

The team that planned, organised and directed
the collation of the Report under the guidance
of Shri Sunil Kumar and Shri Vivek Dhand
comprised of Dr. Alok Shukla, Shri Amit Agrawal
and Shri Amit Kumar from the Government
of Chhattisgarh. We are also thankful to
Shri C. K. Khetan who provided great support
and guidance in designing and printing this
Report. We are especially thankful to Shri
Amitabh Singh and Ms. Leena Singh from
Debate team. This Report is the result of the
hard work done by this team.

Chhattisgarh Infotech and biotech Promotion
Society (CH iPS) gave all assistance to the
project. Shri R. S. Awasthi, Dr. S. Joseph, Shri N.
K. Saki, Shri Hemant Jain, Shri K. Harish Kumar
and all the officials team of CH1PS, provided
necessary support and coordination during the
entire process.

ltmaynotbepossibletomentionthecontribution
of so many other individual and institutions
that played a vital role in the preparation and
publication of this Report. We are grateful to all
these individuals and institutions.
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