‘Land Acquisition -
ForMiningRoad |
Irks Citizens, NGOs
- Joaquim Fernandes |t

Panchawadi: The tiny agricultu-
ralvillage ofPanchawadiinPonda_. A
taluka already has one road for
transportation of mining ore. The
villagers are now faced with the
prospect of two more roads for ore
transportation which villagers
fear will ruin their agriculture,
bringindustpollution, noisepollu-
tionand accompanyinghealth haz-
ards: i o : ;
Now. the Panchawadi Bachao '
Samiti (PBS) alongwith some
NGOs and citizens is gearing to
drag the state governmerit to court
over alleged irregularities in ac-
quisition of land for construction
of one of the roads for mining com-
pany Sesa Goa. RN
hristev D'Costa, PBS presi-
dent, told TOI that the proposed -
road is meant for transportation o
miningore from the mining area o
Codli to a new proposed riverside
terminal for stacking/loading of
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congestion and éccidents. will
come to Panchawadi if this road is

built in the middle of the village.”

Panchawadi Bunder project, is
right in the middle of the village.

- The PBS fears the road and the
stacking and loading of the ore will
ruin their agricultural fields, coco-
nut plantations, cashew groves
and also cause dust pollution,

: ; -But PBS points out that'the road is
noise pollution and health haz-

- meant exclusively for Sesa Goa to

mineral ore into barges in the Zua- ards. RSt S R Jgg’lansport::thgiij.. minining ore.
HLEIvery, o L LR L T DG osta Satie] ‘e know what is *“How can this be a public purpose-
According to D'Costa, the prob- happenihg'mmi;vpﬂgm: nd Cur: ?"questions Durgesh Shisani, Pan-
lem is that the road and riverside chorem, just fo r Kilometres froj 1awadifarmerand landowner.
termed as th ust, noise, traffi

terminal project, _ PBS has been wanting to file a
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Thegovernment hasalready ac-
quired the land for the road under
‘the pretext of “public purpose.”

i

__T0 public interest petition before the :
: high court for some time now. But :
they are awaiting information

from the land acquisition office, :
which they have applied under

' ~ rightto information.

~According to Shisani, there are :

ing games with us,” Shisani said.

| Residents have repeatedly pet-
 itioned authorities to cancel per-
missions to the roads. One joint :
representation by Panchawadi :

- parish pastoral council of St An- :

- thony's church and the Shri Sante- :

- riDevasthan Committeetothegov- :
- ernor, chief minister and others,
'states, “The destruction of paddy :

 fields,

‘khazan lands, mangroves, :
- orchardsand forests due to the pro- :

‘posed mining related activities, if :
~ allowed, is inescapable. The sus- :
 tainablelives and economies of the

. Panchawadi residents are sure to :

- be destroyed causing mass dis- :

- placement of the entire society, if

'

several irregularities in the land
- acquisition, which the PBS iskeep- :
| ingclose to its chest right now. But :
Shisani says there are misrepre- !
sentations in the evaluationreport :
by the forest department which :
wrongly claims there are no trees :
in the mangroves area. “We asked !
for the file of land acquisition pro- :
ceedings under RTI in February :
- 2010. They have still not given it to
us. So we have appealed to the first :
appelate authority. They are play-

- our village. The.
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- theproject is not stopped.”



