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i history is replete with tales of

‘water, apnarembr peo-
ple in this water-challenged
area valued (andshﬂdo) water
“more than

anything else.
JusthkeRa]asthan,thefolk- :

loz:em Bundelkhand talks alot
about water. So much so that
~ evenitsp uses water sim-

iles and metaphors profusely. -
‘Take for instance Alaha, the

- medieval epic-valour poetry of

- the regmn, which refers to
‘water’ several times.

“People inwaber-:challen@d

area are far more romantic and

- respectful towards water.

Bundelkhand and Rajasthan

are such areas. Their folk art

reflects this. It is amazing to

s kmwhqwmawdlffammm :

peo,ll

c Q :m ects

spewﬁe name for

 specifi ﬁnd of cloud. People

insuchregions cherish clouds

- and water more than

- pleinwater-rich regions,” says
‘Rajender Singh, a

awardee and water activist
m Alwar, Rajast]

The folk poetry and songs

are replete with ‘water’ and

water harvesting structures.

AIahaKhandmaversesays
o f ’? f’ ¥

0o n“ai;ﬁaye ¥ isdm
ma . niﬁm,lto.f; mﬁbra
sur hoi Jaye aily bath in
Madmmagarwo d make
a meek person brave)”

Madansagaumafamous 1,000-
_year-old pond in Mahoba. It
was built by a Chandela king.
1ol Another folk- songiblgages

sa vzma??r{rtx,

Mahobabefearleasfomvermd

Afo}ksong descrlhesbeau- . m
ty and significance of water

bodies in a fort: “Aathkua, nau
bawri; solah sau panihar, jiske
awat jat se gadh per hoye bahar
(thefortloolmbeauh&ﬂbecause

1600 water carriers which

equent the eight wells and

ninety step-wells, 79 wellsand
gﬁk ; Bﬁpohg:m&a.lm:tt&wn{

atara is a town in Tikamgarh

eﬂ-‘he o r‘dismof Pradesh.pm
4 ofKJratsagar be forever and

~ The 'fvérsé goes li
‘this:“Nabbe ber, nawasi kua,
cmpPﬂMﬂIJatam,bua(It‘sthe

ofBundelkhand. '

A valour poem aays‘ “Jatsen ,

water clrculates in clouds, S0

- swiftly moves the sword).

- And a famous Bundela pOem
reads: “Bundelkhand ki sunoh
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