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slow but steady

They still lift
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rain-harvested water even today

in parts of Bundelkhand
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BUNDELKHAND REGION OF UP
&MP: Persian wheel may
be breathing its last in
Egypt where it is fabled to
have been originated in
ancient times, but is live
and kicking in two dis-
tricts of the water-chal-
lenged Bundelkhand
region—Lalitpur (in Uttar
Pradesh) and Tikamgarh
(in Madhya Pradesh).
Persian wheel, which is
also known as Bucket Wheel
or Water Wheel, is called
‘Rehat’locally and is in vogue
inthe regionsince the times
of Chandela dynasty—ninth
entury onwards.
“Nothmg has changed

since Chandelas—except
that steel replaced wood in
most movmg parts of the
device," says Professor Shiv
Pujeni™ - Bathak fSeseq
Bundelkhand historian and

' '.'-‘toesanamnonsthesedays.
in the field. Rehatisaglo-

othing has change
about this water-lift-
- ing device since
Chandelas-except that
 steel replaced wood in
most moving parts of
the device
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chain is smaller but as the
summer catches on and
water level in wells starts

' falling, we keep on adding
- more buckets to the chain.
~ Postrrains, my chainhad just

20 buckets and now it has
45, Earlier the buckets were

madeofwood,butnowthey-.

has his two-acre field i m
Khandi panchayat in
Talbehat. A nearby ancient

pond—Odwan Tal—made
by tapping a rain rivulet ;

crops. He J hadhm’q]“a],toma-

quus example of irrigation

blgdams.

HOW IT WORKS

parts of Bundelkhand
- Rehats were common in

~ smallorbig
e water har-
veated in the reservmrs

jork of ammals and men,
I s slow, people do
ot extract water indis-
crnnmately‘mﬂﬂceﬁxemod
ern daywat.er ‘pumps that

throws water rapidly ata
thatjudiciouslyuses  push ofabutton. Sorehat is
lmfwestedwaterm "even relevant today in the

all  Tripathi, a drough
 the areaswhere there were
nds, small or

region,” says Dharmendra

t-activist
in Talbehat. While they all

" use bullocks to run the sys-
~ tem, some farmers use camels

in Tikamgarh district.
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