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Pman Pathak, a Bundelkhand
historian and mhredhead of the

er| deparhnentofhisﬁoryothansi,

Pankaj Jaiswal

= pialswalﬂhlnduslnnﬂmas r.om

not know that Bundelkhand had

rural employment guarantee

schemes in ancient ti run
by rulers in times of drou

The schemes not only- pro-

vided livelihood but also engaged

~ people mbmldmgponds, dams

and wells.

‘“Bundelkhand had ‘NREGS ?

since ancient times. History has

evidences of it,” says Prof Shiv

'_'Mosl;ofusma;y :

“dynasty, says:

College.
Chandel and Bundela rulers
used to run public welfare

schemes during times of droughts
and famines to provide liveli-

~ hood and food to people as well .

as further drought-proof the
region by making them build
rainwater structures.

The British government oo
followed it up and they used
the term ‘famine relief’ for the
schemes and called the people

- employed as ‘famine labour’.

British time gazetteers have

~ some records of them.

Diwan Kesri Singh, 95, a

" descendant ﬁ'om the Bundela
“in 1905 famine,

the ruler Malkhan Smgh built

huge ponds in Charkharl as
famine relief employment.”
Malkhan Sagar is one such struc-
ture that still exists and is func-
tional. Kesri Singh, who was a
cousin and aide of Raja
ArlmardanSmgh saysboth the

. A weir in Jhansl buIIt hy British on Pahuj river. It supplies drink-

- ing water to Jhansi and was built by famine labour. mmn
ple.In September1868 alocal

Chandel and the Bundela rulers
lemented such schemes in

times of drought.

- AJhansi gazetteer mentions:

“The Britiski government adopt-
ed certain measures to afford
relief to the famine-striken peo-

- ‘_r'ataoosto?RsﬂSSI

tion of Rs 150 per mensum for
- thereliefof famine affected peo-
- ple. The British also estabhshed
- several poor-houses at Jhansi,
~ MauRanipur; Barwa Sagarand
- Babina. For the employmentof
“able-bodied labourers 13 works

were undertaken, of which the

~ most important were cuttings

andbndges on the Saugor road;

- irrigation embgnkmenta‘at :

Mauhwam andMaragarwarai_il.
© 9,42,465 people were 1:%{1
ca 5

' lection of land revenue amount-

committee consisting of princi-
pal Civil and M]htary Officers
was convened toreview the sit-
uation. In October 1868 the State
of Gwalior agreed to donate Rs
400 and ﬂmreaflzer asubscnp- 4

 ing to RS 90,000 was also sus-
‘pended. Moreover, Rs 1,11,536

were distributed as Taccavi or

 loans for the construction of
- wells, purchase of seeds, plough

and cattle.” a0
The‘gazeweer ﬁn‘ther'meﬁ-

: mploymem
‘the scheme to’buﬂd—achm

tions that poor‘houses were

: opened at Talbe’hat, Bansl,

%'?ﬁ“ o
aview to provi o
‘ﬁ?ﬁp&gmthe poor-hous-

oti factory was started
at Banpur. In distriet Lalitpur,
Commissioner J Davidson man-
aged the relief with the cooper-
ation of the village headmen.
- Prof Pathak says: “But there

-wasad:ﬂ'ereneeintheanment

British

relief

churches apart from water har-

- Both Chandels-Bundelas and
ﬂleBrd:ah gave foodgrains along
with famme wages to the work-
ers.
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