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Ioan turmng mto a proflt -making devrce for the Iandlord vmatlng |

mdlcated ﬁaai'fall“[:he a‘ttached
ranging from Rs 4, 000 to over
Rs15,000. 4

* are more prone to such kind of

wash dishes and clean cattle-
sheds of rich farmers in the hope

some used clothes. Their life

'~ isjustlike hell,” Karam Barsat,

20 000!

Hamir Kaur's is too stark an
example, but labour exploita-
tion is a reality across Punjab's

| rural heartland. It is only that

~ the means of exploitation dif-

fer. Rural labourers fall prey

due to debt in such a way that
‘their condition becomes like
that of bonded labourers.

‘To meet their daily needs,
the’hbeurepsgeuera]ly have to
| borrow advance money from
‘their employer (aland. orbnck-
~ kiln owner). Soon, it takes the
~ shape of a debt with a highinter-

_‘ est rate. The debt becomes a
 trap and they have no option
{ buttohvaeonﬂle mercyofthe
landownen Al )

Three yea .b

Questionin
full-time work that takes six-
~are

agriculture labourers.
Commonly, a ]abourer; gets

labourers were under loans
j At times, ghildrenandwmnén ‘
~ alsolandup in the trap. Women
exploitation. “They work for
negligible wages. Sometimes
of getting two meals a dayand
‘a columnist, writes in hzs'bwk i
“Agrarian and Natmnahty
Punjab”. ¥
cattle-shed cleaning in' xtselfxs -

: The landowners also devise
~ new ways to exploit attached ‘

2 eﬂ*ﬂi&tsheshﬁoweﬁhmfts

‘.semlwurs?dambutﬂlewages ‘R -

five to 10 paid holidays a T

Butmcaseofanmlmeu’torﬁ',

for some other reason the

labourer stays absent fromwork

for more than that period, a
double of his daily wage is

season, the deduction

deducted Ifitis harvestingor e

bemple.Else,hewﬂlhave en

family as his substitute.
‘IakethecasequeelaSmgh

(65) of Hodla village. Attached i
‘to a village landlord for Rs

=35,Mayearlzeelaaﬁ.m'mk

_in arow stumbled and f.rsac
tured his ribs. He cou.ldn’tget
back to work for amonth-
“a-half. “Now the landlord says

: he will deduct Rs 300 aday, '

" tosend an adult memberofhis “mc
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 said the;:a@oks .haa:%i been]:lost
When she stopped working,
they said the the family owed
them@sZOOOD S



