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Record of hunger deaths reported in newspapers and/or verified through independent fact finding teams, 2015-2018 

Name & Age  Block & District Date of death Details Sources 

Shiv Kumar Majhi, 4 yrs 
(m) 

Surguja, 
Chhattisgarh 

Late May 2015 Adivasi?, Family PDS ration card was cancelled; father worked as casual 
labourer, the family did not have a ration card; possibly PDS card was 
cancelled 

Indian Express 

Jungle Singh, age 
unknown (m) 

Pendra Block, 
Bilaspur, 
Chhattisgarh 

27 May 2015 Dalit or Adivasi; reportedly did not have a single grain in his stomach as per 
post mortem report. 

Indian Express 

Lambu Ram, 60 yrs (m) Bagicha, Jashpur, 
Chhattisgarh 

October 2015 Adivasi; had to mortgage PDS ration card to meet medical expenses for his 
father, never got card back. 

Catch News 

Jobha Majhi, 60 yrs (m) Sheikhpura, Bihar 25 March 2016 Musahar (Mahadalit); CM claimed that he had an AAY card and had got grain 
in January 2016. 

TOI report 
The Telegraph 

Ramsurat, 50 yrs (m) Nalanda June 2016 Dalit; had reportedly not eaten for 10-20 days; survived by an 8 year old son Newsx.com  

Govinda 5 years, (m), 
Aishwarya/Munni, 2 yrs 
(f) 

Koransarai, 
Dumrao, Buxar, 
Bihar 

26 August,  
1 September, 
2018 

Musahar (Dalit); father in jail for alleged participation in violent protest. 
Family had PDS ration card, but unable to get Aadhaar card made, so were 
not getting rations for the past 8 months; No work under NREGA  

Bhaskar.com and 
The Wire 

Paro, 2 yrs, Shikha, 4 
yrs, and Mansi 8 yrs (f) 

Mandavali, East 
Delhi, Delhi 

25 July, 2018 Mother was mentally unstable, father unemployed used to operate cycle 
rickshaw, did not have a ration card 

Delhi Rozi Roti 
Adhikar Abhiyan 

Indradeo Mali, 40 yrs 
(m) 

Hazaribagh, 
Jharkhand 

December 2016 Dalit; No food cooked in house since three days before death. Family did not 
get ration for two months preceding death. 

News18.com and 
Dainik Jagran 

Santoshi Kumari, 11 
years (f) 

Simdega, 
Jharkhand 

28 September, 
2017 

Dalit; Santoshi’s family was denied ration for six months preceding her death. 
Its ration card was deleted as it was not linked with an Aadhaar.   

RTFC Jharkhand 
statement 

Baijnath Ravidas, 40 yrs 
(m) 

Jharia, Dhanbad, 
Jharkhand 

21 October, 
2017 

Dalit; rickshaw puller, long term deprivation; had applied for PDS ration card 
many times, but did not get it. Family got ration card after his death, his wife 
awaits widow pension 

Report of fact finding 
by HRLN 
News18.com 

Ruplal Marandi, 60 yrs 
(m) 

Deoghar, 
Jharkhand 

23 October, 
2017 

Adivasi; Ruplal’s family was denied its ration for two months as it could not 
prove its identity through ABBA. 

HRLN fact finding 
report  

Lalita Kunwar, 45 yrs (f) Garhwa, 
Jharkhand 

October 2017 Adivasi; Lalita’s family was denied ration for six months preceding her death. Prabhat Khabar 

Premani Kunwar, 64 yrs Garhwa, 1 December OBC; After Sep 2017, Premani’s social security pension was redirected to RTFC Jharkhand fact 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/hunger-deaths-chhattisgarh-govt-orders-probe-opposition-up-in-arms/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/hunger-deaths-chhattisgarh-govt-orders-probe-opposition-up-in-arms/
http://www.catchnews.com/india-news/tribal-dies-of-hunger-in-food-secure-chhattisgarh-who-is-to-blame-1445441783.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Patna/Paswan-demands-judicial-probe-into-Dalit-mans-death-in-Bihar/articleshow/51586385.cms
https://www.telegraphindia.com/1160329/jsp/bihar/story_76973.jsp
https://web.archive.org/web/20160618151553/http:/www.newsx.com/national/32712-55-year-old-dies-of-hunger-in-bihar
https://www.bhaskar.com/bihar/patna/news/two-child-death-due-to-hunger-in-buxar-5951417.html
https://thewire.in/rights/starvation-deaths-three-children-up-bihar
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WAe3SI3go0jSRBMVnehWxFY9GppkG55c/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WAe3SI3go0jSRBMVnehWxFY9GppkG55c/view
https://hindi.news18.com/news/jharkhand/hazaribagh/thefamily-members-did-not-eat-for-three-days-death-from-hunger-928396.html
https://www.jagran.com/jharkhand/hazaribagh-15209431.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kOfe8SyngbB9QFeNsBAaDDQepH1SCIS5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kOfe8SyngbB9QFeNsBAaDDQepH1SCIS5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZE8QB7HIgUye_BNEEL1KsH1T8A_Hw0w_
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZE8QB7HIgUye_BNEEL1KsH1T8A_Hw0w_
https://www.news18.com/news/india/six-months-after-first-hunger-death-workers-in-jharkhands-coal-mining-hub-fear-they-may-be-next-1821019.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wHuXK-eNUBRnyXeWuYQcBCsGQEJ2jcGH
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wHuXK-eNUBRnyXeWuYQcBCsGQEJ2jcGH
https://www.prabhatkhabar.com/news/crime/story/1074000.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gn4z85xSBByfvYE5OTeK7C5GYvOc5z68
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(f) Jharkhand 2017 someone else’s bank account linked with her Aadhaar. She did not receive 
her ration in Nov 2017 even though she successfully authenticated herself.   

finding 
 

Etwariya Devi, 67 yrs (f) Garhwa, 
Jharkhand 

25 December 
2017 

OBC; Etwariya’s family was denied its ration due to ABBA failure. In Dec 2017 
she did not receive her pension, allegedly due to authentication failure. 

RTFC Jharkhand fact 
finding report 

Budhni Soren, 40 yrs (f) Giridih, Jharkhand 13 January 2018 Adivasi; Budhni was not issued a ration card (possibly as she did not have 
Aadhaar). She was not issued a widow pension.  

eNewsRoom and 
Times of India 

Lukhi Murmu, 30 yrs (f) Pakur, Jharkhand 23 January, 
2018 

Adivasi; Lukhi’s family was denied ration since Oct 2017 due to ABBA failure. RTF Jharkhand fact 
finding 

Sarthi Mahtain, age 
unclear (f) 

Dhanbad, 
Jharkhand 

29 April, 2018 Sarthi was denied her ration and pension as she could not go to the ration 
shop or bank for ABBA due to illness. 

Dainik Jagran and 
Jansatta.com 

Savitri Devi Mahto, 55 
yrs (f) 

Giridih, Jharkhand 2 June, 2018 OBC; Savitri’s family was not issued a ration card. She did not receive her 
pension as her account was not linked with Aadhaar. 

RTFC Jharkhand fact 
finding report  

Mina Musahar, 45 yrs (f) Chatra, Jharkhand 4 June, 2018 Dalit; Neither Mina nor her son’s family was not issued a AAY ration card.   RTF Jharkhand report 

Chintaman Malhar, 40 
yrs (m) 

Ramgarh, 
Jharkhand 

14 June, 2018 Musahar (Dalit); Chintaman’s family was not issued a ration card. The entire 
village was also deprived of rations, pensions and other basic entitlements.  

RTFC fact finding 
report 
 

Lalji Mahto, 70 yrs (m) Jamtara, 
Jharkhand 

10 July, 2018 OBC; He did not receive his pension for the past three months Dainik Jagran 

Rajendra Birhor, 39 yrs 
(m) 

Ramgarh, 
Jharkhand 

24 July, 2018 Adivasi; Rajendra’s family was not issued a ration card. It also did not get 
social security pension entitled to particularly vulnerable tribes. Died of 
destitution. 

Report of RTFC fact 
finding team, 
NDTV.com 

Chamtu Sabar, 45 yrs 
(m) 

Dhalbhumgarh, 
East Singhbhum 

16 September, 
2018 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (Adivasi), newspaper report states that 
there was no food in the house for the 4-5 days before he died. Entitled to 
Antyodaya card (as PVTG) but did not have one. Suffered from TB. 

Prabhat Khabar 

Narayan 55yrs, Subbu 
52 yrs, Venkatrama 46 
yrs (m) 

Gokarna, 
Karnataka 

2 Jul, 8 Jul and 
13 Jul, 2017 

Dalit brothers, The brothers’ family was denied ration for six months 
preceding their death. Their ration card was deleted as it was not linked with 
Aadhaar.   

PPT based on fact 

finding 

PUCL Report 

The Quint 

Lalit Rangari, 36 yrs (f) Gondiya, 
Maharashtra 

July 2015 Dalit; widow, two children, one of whom is visually disabled. India Today 

Bishnu Charan, 65 yrs 
(m) 

Rajnagar Block, 
Kendrapara, 
Odisha 

October 2015 Name was struck off PDS ration card list during NFSA rollout. Had two sons, 
one was disabled and married; Died from the stress that his name had been 
put on the ‘suspect list’ of the NFSA 

Odisha Times 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gn4z85xSBByfvYE5OTeK7C5GYvOc5z68
https://enewsroom.in/hunger-death-giridih-jharkhand-tribal/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/woman-dies-of-hunger-government-blames-cold/articleshow/62515898.cms
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11q2qBn4Wc3P2rjeXBsXMXJxRlvQxTJKQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11q2qBn4Wc3P2rjeXBsXMXJxRlvQxTJKQ
https://www.jagran.com/jharkhand/dhanbad-one-dead-17889675.html
https://www.jansatta.com/rajya/jharkhand/jharkhand-witness-one-more-starvation-death-woman-dies-of-hunger-bjp-raghuvar-das/644727/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FeymZ6C0lakTkG2y50X-PJsK4OS_jRIL
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FeymZ6C0lakTkG2y50X-PJsK4OS_jRIL
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kQUSJFz-Mp-ZJUREkwfz1nHWYI-R5f5j
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12LLztqvS47eYyrgqkgZxZeh-wnx2rk_0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12LLztqvS47eYyrgqkgZxZeh-wnx2rk_0
https://www.jagran.com/jharkhand/jamtara-70-years-old-man-died-18181519.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cDd5n2SVzR-_WtZx7ZkLrlV96nUS4XKW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cDd5n2SVzR-_WtZx7ZkLrlV96nUS4XKW
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/tribal-man-dies-of-hunger-in-jharkhand-officials-says-death-due-to-illness-1890771
https://www.prabhatkhabar.com/news/ranchi/story/1206514.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HA4g2EbJL2QChPN_kCm2f5D6hK58w2J9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HA4g2EbJL2QChPN_kCm2f5D6hK58w2J9
https://counterview.org/2017/10/24/gokarna-starvation-deaths-took-place-because-victims-did-not-have-to-proper-documentation/
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/alcohol-or-ration-denied-led-to-starvation-of-three-brothers-in-karnataka
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/bombay-hc-seeks-reply-from-maharashtra-on-starvation-death-281450-2015-07-09
https://odishasuntimes.com/name-struck-off-from-nfsa-list-bishnu-charan-breathes-his-last/
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Suadei, 55 yrs (f) Ghutupali village, 
Bolangir, Odisha 

8 December 
2015 

Did not get PDS grain the month she died. Times of India 

TK Mohananda, 65 yrs 
(m) 

Komna block, 
Nuapada 

14 December 
2015 

Dalit, landless. Has two mentally challenged children. Was AAY beneficiary 
earlier, but name was struck off PDS ration card list during NFSA rollout. 

The Hindu 

Khetrabasi Pradhan, 80 
yrs (m) 

Daspalla, 
Nayagarh 

March 2016 Could not get pension because age was wrongly recorded on voter card Odisha Sun Times 

Rankanidhi Khura, 39 
yrs (M) 

Balichhara village, 
Junagarh, 
Kalahandi, Odisha  

25 March 2017 Khura a mentally challenged person lived with aged mother and brother (also 
mentally challenged). Family didn’t have PDS card or pension depended solely 
on earning of their mother. Died due to prolonged unavailability of food.  

The New Indian 
Express 
  

Bilas Singh, 30 yrs (f) Barchana, Jajpur, 
Odisha 

14 October, 
2017 

Her husband said that she did not receive any medical assistance although he 
had contacted the local ASHA, ANM and anganwadi worker. 

The New Indian 
Express 

Gobind Behera, age 
unclear (m) 

Shantipada, 
Binjhapur, Jajpur  

20 May 2017 Living alone after wife’s death and was surviving on the food provided by 
neighbours  

Odisha Sun Times  

Kunti Sahu, 35 yrs (f) Khaprakhol, 
Bolangir, Odisha 

28 July 2018 Kharra (Dalit), died on Harishankar road railway station, lived there with her 
mother, survived by begging, which she could not do for 2 months due to 
illness. Mother got old age pension, not clear if they had a ration card 

RTF Odisha fact 
finding report 

Kundru Nag, 68 years (f) Khuntapalli, Sadar 
Block, Bargarh, 
Odisha 

12 June 2018 Elderly widow, husband and wife received Rs. 300 as pension; denied PDS 
grain on Antyodaya card. A neighbour denied their rice, was told that she 
could not be given it because of authentication requirements. Permission to 
give without authentication came too late. 

Odisha Post,  
Scroll.in. 

Mungre Chhura, 59 yrs 
(f) 

Jairpada, 
Bongomunda, 
Bolangir, Odisha 

~22 August, 
2018 

Dom (Dalit); widowed 5-7 years ago, did not get pension, used to have PDS 
ration card, before rollout of NFSA, but deprived after. Ought to have been 
getting pension and 35kg of rice with an Antyodaya ration card. 

New Indian Express + 
RTF Odisha fact 
finding 

Shrikant Dixit, 40 yrs (m) Barabanki, UP June 2016 Post-mortem report found 50gms of food in his stomach India.com 

Nathu Prasad 40 yrs (m) Naraini, Banka, 
UP 

1 May 2016 Dalit; had reportedly not eaten for four days, en route to the PDS shop with 
sister-in-law when he died. CM announced Rs. 5 lakh as relief; 

The Hindu 
Khabar Lahariya  

Dharmendra, 28 yrs (m) Soraon tehsil, 
Allahabad, UP 

23 October, 
2016 

Dalit, “did not possess the Aadhaar card which is required to procure the 
subsidised ration card for families below the poverty line”, district 
administration has ordered action against local ration dealer. 

Daily Mail 
 
NDTV 

Subhash Singh, 42 yrs 
(m) 

Dudahi, 
Kushinagar, UP  

10 April, 2017 A week before he died, the dealer refused them PDS grain, had not eaten for 
four days,  

Patrika.com 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Starvation-death-rocks-Odisha-assembly/articleshow/50125524.cms?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=TOIIndiaNews
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/nuapada-officials-trying-to-hush-up-starvation-death/article8006332.ece
https://odishasuntimes.com/80-year-old-man-dies-starvation-death-odisha/
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2017/mar/27/din-over-starvation-death-in-odisha-assembly-1586565.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2017/mar/27/din-over-starvation-death-in-odisha-assembly-1586565.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2017/oct/17/odisha-labourer-alleges-wifes-death-to-starvation-1676177.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2017/oct/17/odisha-labourer-alleges-wifes-death-to-starvation-1676177.html
http://odishasuntimes.com/deprived-of-govt-help-childless-elderly-man-dies-of-starvation-in-odisha/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14BkEzEEyb6MSeZ2hpKSECH4c_1bRXNsk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14BkEzEEyb6MSeZ2hpKSECH4c_1bRXNsk/view
http://www.orissapost.com/denied-pds-rice-elderly-woman-dies-of-starvation/
https://scroll.in/article/884496/in-odishas-rice-bowl-suspected-starvation-death-raises-the-spectre-of-hunger-stalking-the-elderly
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2018/aug/22/balangir-widow-dies-of-starvation-1861056.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ymIZwIrhBbcNON4XOAzAEmhkmpTmAeyu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ymIZwIrhBbcNON4XOAzAEmhkmpTmAeyu/view
http://www.india.com/news/india/emaciated-man-in-barabanki-starves-to-death-becomes-political-tool-as-uttar-pradesh-govt-shirks-reponsibilty-1245831/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/man-dies-of-starvation-up-cm-grants-compensation/article8560469.ece
https://thewire.in/economy/drought-deaths-in-up-banda-district-mungus-village
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-3872018/amp/Dalit-man-unable-Aadhaar-card-dies-hunger-wife-fights-life-hospital.html?__twitter_impression=true
https://everylifecounts.ndtv.com/ration-card-cot-cash-land-died-hunger-7928
https://m.patrika.com/kushinagar-news/starved-to-death-in-kushinagar-news-in-hindi-1545181/
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Shakina, 50 years (f) Bareilly, UP 14 November, 
2017 

Paralysed, weak, had Antyodaya card. The family had been denied ration 
under the PDS for November, because Shakina was too unwell to be even 
taken to the shop in a rickshaw for ABBA, as she was every month. 

NDTV  

Nem Chand, 42 yrs (m) Kudaria Ikhlaspur, 
Bareilly, UP 

4 January, 2018 No food in the past three days, was ailing so his 82 year old mother sold the 
kerosene and grain they had got from the PDS, used to work as barber but 
stopped after he suffered from paralytic stroke 

Times of India 

Amir Jahan, 36 yrs, m/f Moradabad, UP 25 January, 
2018 

Had applied for, but not been issued PDS ration card; family was given one 
after she passed away 

RTFC fact finding 
report 

Rajwati 60 yrs, Rani 25 
(f) 

Bareilly, UP 5 July, 2018 Committed suicide due to hardship. Ration card cancelled due to lack of 
Aadhaar 

Navbharat Times and 
Jansatta.com 

Khushi, 8 yrs (f) Vedai village, 
Sadabad, Hathras, 
UP 

10 September, 
2018 

Father worked as a labourer in a cold storage, but was without work for two 
months. Family had not eaten for a week, family does not have a ration card. 
Annu, her younger sister also fell unconscious, and was critical 

The Wire 
 

Sangeeta, 30 yrs (f), 
Suraj, 8 yrs (m) 
Daughter, 2m (f) 

Dudahi, 
Kushinagar, UP 

6 and 11 
September, 
2018  

Musahar (Dalit) family, Mother and son died first and a week later 2 month 
old baby girl died, they had a ration card, had got grain in the previous month 

NDTV 

Fenku, 22 yrs, Pappu 16 
yrs (m) 

Padrauna, 
Kushinagar, UP 

12-13 
September, 
2018 

Musahar (Dalit) brothers, used to get seasonal work as brick kiln workers, 
were weak and began to remain unwell. Died on two consecutive days. 

Newsclick.in 

Surath Kumar Gayen, 63 
yrs (m) 

Bhatpara, West 
Bengal 

24 March, 2018 His family stopped receiving PDS grains after he was missed during the 2017 
digitization drive. Did not receive pension due to lack of Aadhaar 

Report of Right to Food 

and Work Campaign, 

West Bengal fact finding 

team 
 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/bareilly-woman-died-hungry-ration-shop-denied-food-over-aadhaar-says-uttar-pradesh-family-1776071
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bareilly/man-starves-to-death-in-up-mother-82-hasnt-eaten-in-days/articleshow/62371912.cms
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ke9-0v7_3W8NrYnYsJ9um0wzmn-jWisr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ke9-0v7_3W8NrYnYsJ9um0wzmn-jWisr
https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/uttar-pradesh/others/woman-commits-suicide-with-daughter-in-bareilly-due-to-starvation/articleshow/64883524.cms
https://www.jansatta.com/rajya/mother-daughter-commits-suicide-due-to-hunger-in-bareilly/704106/
https://thewire.in/rights/starvation-deaths-three-children-up-bihar
https://www.ndtv.com/video/news/news/mother-2-children-die-allegedly-of-hunger-as-up-marks-nutrition-month-493829?livevideo-featured
https://hindi.newsclick.in/garaibai-aura-kaupaosana-nae-lae-lai-dao-naaujavaana-mausahara-bhaaiyaon-kai-jaana
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7C7DYDbiA5XP8LJENejtI73OPQbZbJ8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7C7DYDbiA5XP8LJENejtI73OPQbZbJ8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7C7DYDbiA5XP8LJENejtI73OPQbZbJ8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7C7DYDbiA5XP8LJENejtI73OPQbZbJ8/view

