                   Shortcoming in the Food Security Ordinance

1. The present ordinance does not specify any time frame for the rolling out of the entitlements in the law. .
 
2. It continues with a Targeted PDS, excluding 33 % of the population from accessing the PDS as a right, giving scope to large exclusion errors of the poor in the country as a whole. The improved framework of single pricing in the present bill over the dual pricing under the existing APL-BPL system is undermined by the exclusion of a third of the country.
 
3. While the ICMR norms recommend that an adult requires 14kgs of food grains  per month and children 7kgs; the Bill provides for reduced entitlements to 5kgs per person per month, thus ensuring only 166 gms of cereal per person per day, which is barely enough for two rotis a day.
 
4. The Bill provides only for cereals with no entitlements to basic food necessities such as pulses and edible oil required to combat malnutrition.                                                                                          
 
5. The Bill continues to allow for the entry of private contractors and commercial interests in the supply of food in the ICDS, especially by insisting on specific norms related to Food Safety Acts and micronutrient norms (Note in Schedule 2).
 
6. This bill is still ambiguous regarding universal maternal entitlements by continuing with the conditionality in the scheme of the  two child norm, which will penalise children of higher order as well as deny the mother of her basic rights.
 
7. The Bill does not have a strong grievance redress mechanism. For the Bill to be effective there needs to be in place a strong, decentralized and independent grievance redress mechanism that includes Panchayat or block  level grievance redress officers with powers to impose penalties on erring officials.
 
8. The Bill does not provide any agriculture and production-related entitlements for farmers in spite of the fact that more than 60% of the people in this country are dependent on agriculture for their livelihoods. A revived and vibrant agriculture sector forms the backbone of food security.
 
9. It allows for the back door entry of cash transfers instead of food grains by allowing for a food security allowance when food is not available, and by allowing cash transfers as a part of PDS reforms.
 
10. It has no provisions like old age pensions for the support of senior citizens , or for feeding through community kitchens or other measures of the homeless, destitute and other sections that are most often the victims of starvation
