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PREFACE AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
In 2015, Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN) established the National Eviction and Displacement 
Observatory� Ŷŋ�ĞĢėĞķĢėĞŶ� ŶĞā�óũĢŭĢŭ�ŋĕ� ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ� Ģł� RłùĢÖ�Öłù�Ŷŋ�ŋƑāũóŋĿā�ŶĞā� ķÖóĴ�ŋĕ�ŋƧóĢÖķ�ùÖŶÖ�ŋł�
this issue. Over the years, the Observatory has documented, monitored, and highlighted forced evictions and 
ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�Öóũŋŭŭ�RłùĢÖ�ƒĞĢķā�ÖŶŶāĿťŶĢłė�Ŷŋ�ťũŋƑĢùā�ũāķĢāĕ�Öłù�ŭŽťťŋũŶ�Ŷŋ�ÖƦāóŶāù�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ̍�Âā�ðāķĢāƑā�
that accurate data and information on this issue is critically important to elicit an adequate policy response 
towards addressing this unending crisis.

�Ģłóā� ˑˏː˖̇� Nd�p� ĞÖŭ� ðāāł� ťŽðķĢŭĞĢłė� ŶĞā� ƩłùĢłėŭ� ĕũŋĿ� ŶĞā� zðŭāũƑÖŶŋũƘ� Öŭ� Öł� ÖłłŽÖķ� ũāťŋũŶ� ŋł� ĕŋũóāù�
evictions in India. The reports have highlighted the increasing gravity of this issue and the severe consequences 
of dispossession of marginalized communities. It is unfortunate that over the years, this situation has only 
worsened and the magnitude of people displaced has increased despite the intervening pandemic. This report, 
ŶĞā� ƩĕŶĞ� Ģł� ŶĞā� ŭāũĢāŭ̇� ťũāŭāłŶŭ� ĢłĕŋũĿÖŶĢŋł� ŋł� ĕŋũóāù� āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ� Öłù� ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ� Ģł� ˑˏˑː̇� ŶĞā� ƘāÖũ� RłùĢÖ�
experienced the deadly second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic. It also encapsulates the major evictions that 
were carried out in 2022 (January to July) and highlights a worrying trend of state demolishing homes as a 
ťŽłĢŶĢƑā�ĿāÖŭŽũā̇�ƑĢŋķÖŶĢłė�Öķķ�ùŽā�ťũŋóāŭŭ�łŋũĿŭ�Öłù�āŭŶÖðķĢŭĞāù�ĞŽĿÖł�ũĢėĞŶŭ�ťũŋóāùŽũāŭ̍�ÂĞĢķā�ŶĞĢŭ�ũāťŋũŶ�
focuses on data and statistics on evictions and displacement, it is also a testimony of all the marginalized 
people and families who have lost their homes due to their poverty and perceived illegality.

This report is the result of extensive primary and secondary research by the HLRN team as well as the data and 
ĢłĕŋũĿÖŶĢŋł�ũāóāĢƑāù�ĕũŋĿ�ŋŽũ�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ�ťÖũŶłāũŭ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ̍�ÂĢŶĞŋŽŶ�ŶĞāĢũ�ŭŽŭŶÖĢłāù�ŭŽťťŋũŶ̇�ŶĞāŭā�
annual reports would not be as accurate or comprehensive. 

Âā�ƒŋŽķù� ķĢĴā� Ŷŋ�āƗťũāŭŭ�ŋŽũ�ėũÖŶĢŶŽùā�Öłù�ÖťťũāóĢÖŶĢŋł� Ŷŋ� ŶĞā� ĕŋķķŋƒĢłė� ĢłùĢƑĢùŽÖķŭ� ĕŋũ� ŶĞāĢũ�āłŶĞŽŭĢÖŭŶĢó�
ŭŽťťŋũŶ� Öłù� āƦŋũŶŭ� Ŷŋ� ťũŋƑĢùā� Žŭ�ƒĢŶĞ� ùÖŶÖ� Öłù� ĢłĕŋũĿÖŶĢŋł� ĕŋũ� ŶĞĢŭ� ũāťŋũŶ̆� ÁÖłāŭŭÖ� �āŶāũŭ̇� �āāłÖ� `ÖùÖƑ̇�
Feroze Ahmed, Dhirendra Panda, Ranjit Sutar, Jiten Yumnam, Themson Jajo, Anuradha, Isaac Arul Selva, and 
�ÖķÖĿĿÖ̍�Âā�Öķŭŋ�ÖóĴłŋƒķāùėā�ŶĞā�ÖŭŭĢŭŶÖłóā�ŋĕ�mÖłıŽ�māłŋł̇�Ģ̟�ũŋðŋłŋ̇�¦ũĢťŶĢ��ŋùùÖũ̇��ŭĞŋĴ��ÖłùāƘ̇�Öłù�
Mansoor Khan.

Âā�ƒŋŽķù�ķĢĴā�Ŷŋ�ŶĞÖłĴ��ĞĢƑÖłĢ�!ĞÖŽùĞũƘ̇�ĕŋũĿāũ�1ƗāóŽŶĢƑā�'ĢũāóŶŋũ̇�Nd�ṗ�ĕŋũ�ĢłĢŶĢÖŶĢłė�ŶĞā�ùŋóŽĿāłŶÖŶĢŋł�
of forced evictions in the country and developing the methodology on which this report is based.
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In 2021, information collected by Housing and Land Rights Network reveals that government authorities at 
both the central and state levels demolished over 36,480 homes, thereby evicting over 207,100 (2.07 lakh) 

people from their homes across urban and rural India. Preliminary research from January to July 2022 also 
reveals that state authorities across the country have already demolished over 25,800 homeṡ�ÖƦāóŶĢłė�ÖŶ�ķāÖŭŶ�
124,450 people. 

¦Ğāŭā�ùĢŭŶŽũðĢłė�ƩėŽũāŭ�Öũā�Ö� óŋłŭāũƑÖŶĢƑā�āŭŶĢĿÖŶā̇�Öŭ� ŶĞāƘ�ŋłķƘ� ũāƪāóŶ�óÖŭāŭ�Öóóāŭŭāù�ðƘ�Nd�p�ŶĞũŋŽėĞ�
secondary data, partner organizations, and its own reach in the areas. The actual number of people evicted/
displaced across India in 2021 and 2022 is likely to be much higher.

In India, over 4 million people live in homelessness1 and at least 75 million people2�ķĢƑā�Ģł�̨ ĢłĕŋũĿÖķ�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ̪�
in urban areas without access to essential services, including water and sanitation. A large majority of the rural 
population also lives in inadequate housing, without access to basic facilities. The grave housing crisis in the 
óŋŽłŶũƘ�Ģŭ�ĕŽũŶĞāũ�óŋĿťŋŽłùāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�ŭŶÖŶā̪ŭ�ŽłāłùĢłė�ťũÖóŶĢóā�ŋĕ�ĞŋĿā�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł�Öłù�ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�
marginalized and vulnerable persons in both rural and urban areas.

Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN), through its National Eviction and Displacement Observatory 
established in 2015, has been collating data on forced evictions and displacement across India. Through its 
ƩĕŶĞ�ÖłłŽÖķ�ũāťŋũŶ�ŶĢŶķāù̇�‘Forced Evictions in India in 2021’̇�Nd�p�ťũāŭāłŶŭ�ŶĞā�ƩłùĢłėŭ�ŋĕ�ĢŶŭ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�Öłù�
ÖłÖķƘŭĢŭ�ŋĕ�ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ƘāÖũ�ˑˏˑː̍�Rł�ŶĞĢŭ�ƘāÖũ̪ŭ�ũāťŋũŶ̇�Nd�p�
has also attempted to identify the socio-economic details of the evicted persons to highlight how historically 
ĿÖũėĢłÖķĢơāù�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ�Öũā�ùĢŭťũŋťŋũŶĢŋłÖŶāķƘ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ðƘ�ŭŶÖŶā�ŭťŋłŭŋũāù�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋłŭ̍�¦Ğā�ũāťŋũŶ�Öķŭŋ�
provides an overview of evictions that have occurred in 2022 (January to July).

This report aims to highlight critical issues related to evictions in India over the last year-and-a-half. It also 
proposes recommendations to the government to address this continuing crisis and to provide justice and 
āłŭŽũā�ũāŭŶĢŶŽŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ĞŽĿÖł�ũĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍

'H˼QLWLRQ�RI�ų)RUFHG�(YLFWLRQŴ

7KLV� UHSRUW� XVHV� WKH� GH˼QLWLRQ� RI� ųIRUFHG� HYLFWLRQŴ� SURYLGHG� E\�*HQHUDO� &RPPHQW� �� ������� � RI� WKH�8QLWHG�Nations 

�81��&RPPLWWHH�RQ�(FRQRPLF�� 6RFLDO� DQG�&XOWXUDO�5LJKWV�� “The permanent or temporary removal against the will of 

individuals, families or communities from their homes or land, which they occupy, without the provision of, and access 

to, appropriate forms of legal or other protection.”

2YHUYLHZ�RI�IRUFHG�HYLFWLRQ�LQ�,QGLD�LQ�����
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(YLFWLRQ�GULYH�LQ�6DQMD\�1DJDU��)DULGDEDG��+DU\DQD
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Âhile this report primarily presents an analysis of evictions carried out in India in 2021, HLRN has also 
compiled preliminary data on demolition of homes and eviction of families by the Indian government 

from 1 January to 15 July 2022.

Preliminary research by HLRN reveals that between 1 January 2022 and 15 July 2022, state authorities across 
ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ�ĞÖƑā�ÖķũāÖùƘ�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ŋƑāũ�ˑ˔̇˗ˏˏ�ĞŋĿāŭ̇�ÖƦāóŶĢłė�ÖŶ�ķāÖŭŶ�ːˑ˓̇˓˔ˏ�ťāŋťķā̍�

¦Ğā�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�ŋóóŽũũāù�ùāŭťĢŶā�ŶĞā�ŶĞĢũù�ƒÖƑā�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�!zÁR'̟ː˘�ťÖłùāĿĢó�ùŽũĢłė�`ÖłŽÖũƘ̞mÖũóĞ�ˑˏˑˑ�Öłù�ŶĞā�
continued impact on the livelihood and lives of people. 

6RPH�0DMRU�,QFLGHQWV�RI�)RUFHG�(YLFWLRQ�LQ���������-DQXDU\�WR����-XO\������
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Decreasing Legal Protections

�āŶƒāāł�DāðũŽÖũƘ�Öłù�`ŽķƘ�ˑˏˑˑ̇�RłùĢÖ̪ŭ�óÖťĢŶÖķ�óĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�'āķĞĢ�ƒĢŶłāŭŭāù�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�ĞŋĿā�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł̇�
largely by central government authorities. In Punjabi Bagh, the Indian Railways demolished 250 homes, in 
DāðũŽÖũƘ�ˑˏˑˑ̇� Ŷŋ�ƑÖóÖŶā� ĢŶŭ� ķÖłù�ŋĕ� ̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̍�¦Ğā� ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ðāāł� ķĢƑĢłė�ÖŶ� ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�ŭĢŶā�ťŋŭŶ̟
demolition as they have not been resettled. Delhi also witnessed several other cases of eviction which 
óŋłŶũÖƑāłāù�ŶĞā�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ̪ŭ�ťũŋĿĢŭā�Ŷŋ�ťũŋƑĢùā�Ģł̟ŭĢŶŽ�ĞŋŽŭĢłė�ĕŋũ�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶ�ùƒāķķāũŭ�Öłù�ŶĞā�ŋðıāóŶĢƑā�Ŷŋ�
provide Housing for All under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.

In Gyaspur, where the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) demolished over 100 homes of low-income families 
ðāŶƒāāł�`Žłā�Öłù��ŽėŽŭŶ�ˑˏˑˑ̇�ŶĞā�NĢėĞ�!ŋŽũŶ�ŋĕ�'āķĞĢ�̙Â̍�̛̍!̜�˘˕ˑ˔̓ˑˏˑˑ̚�ũāĕŽŭāù�Ŷŋ�ĢłŶāũƑāłā�Ŷŋ�ťũāƑāłŶ�
the evictions despite the residents having proof of residence in the area for decades. The court stated that the 
ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶ�ƒÖŭ�łŋŶ�ĢłóķŽùāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�'āķĞĢ�ũðÖł��ĞāķŶāũ�RĿťũŋƑāĿāłŶ��ŋÖũù̪ŭ�̛'�R�̜�ķĢŭŶ�ŋĕ�ĢùāłŶĢƩāù�ðÖŭŶĢŭ�
(settlements). A similar trend was also exhibited in other cases of demolitions in 2022, for example, in Vaishali 
(Minor) (Through Next Friend Mrs. Sita Devi) v. Union of India ̙d̍�̍��ˑ˖ː̓ˑˏˑˑ̇̚� Öłù�Shakarpur Slum Union v. 
DDA�̙Â̍�̛̍!̜�˕˖˖˘̓ˑˏˑː̍̚��Ƙ�ķĢĿĢŶĢłė�ŶĞā�ũāŨŽĢũāĿāłŶ�ŋĕ�ùŽā�ťũŋóāŭŭ�Öłù�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶĢŋł�ŋłķƘ�ĕŋũ�ũāŭĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�
listed settlements, the courts ignored the vast number of settlements in Delhi that are yet to be surveyed. It 
also sidelines landmark judgments in Sudama Singh v. Government of Delhi and Ajay Maken v. Union of India 
that place the duty on state authorities to conduct a survey and provide rehabilitation before carrying out the 
demolition.

'HOKL�'HYHORSPHQW�$XWKRULW\�UHQGHUV�RYHU�����SHRSOH�KRPHOHVV�LQ�*\DVSXU

/RFDWHG�RQ�WKH�<DPXQD�˾RRGSODLQV��*\DVSXU�EDVWL�FRQVLVWHG�RI�WZR�FOXVWHUV�ű�ZLWK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����houses. Residents 

RI� WKH� VHWWOHPHQW� LQFOXGH� ZRPHQ�� FKLOGUHQ�� ROGHU� SHUVRQV�� DQG� SHUVRQV� ZLWK� GLVDELOLWLHV�� ZKR�PLJUDWHG� IURP� 8WWDU�

3UDGHVK�� LQ�VHDUFK�RI�HPSOR\PHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��0RVW�RI� WKH�UHVLGHQWV�RI� WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�EHORQJ�WR�6FKHGXOHG�&DVWH�

communities and work as daily-wage earners, domestic workers, and street vendors. From 27 June to 8 August 2022, 

authorities from the Delhi Development Authority, with the Delhi Police, carried out a series of demolition drives in 

WKH� VHWWOHPHQW��ZLWKRXW� DGHTXDWH� SURYLVLRQV� IRU� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�� WKXV� UHQGHULQJ� RYHU� ���� SHUVRQV� KRPHOHVV�� 'HVSLWH�

many families having identity documents to prove their residence in the area for over 40 years, the High Court of Delhi 

refused to provide any protection to the settlement, on the ground that the settlement was not included in the Delhi 

8UEDQ�6KHOWHU�,PSURYHPHQW�%RDUGŴV��'86,%��OLVW�RI�VHWWOHPHQWV�

Demolished homes in Gyaspur, Delhi
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Demolitions as a Punitive Measure

Following the communal violence during the celebrations for the Hindu festivals of Ram Navami and Hanuman 
Jayanti in April 2022 in Madhya Pradesh, 16 houses and 29 shops of Muslim households were demolished 
in Khargone district3, including a house built under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Housing for All) 
Scheme.4��ŶÖŶāĿāłŶŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�Öłù�ĿĢłĢŭŶāũŭ� ĢłùĢóÖŶāù�ŶĞā�ĢłŶāłŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŽŭĢłė�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋłŭ�
as punishment against those who were viewed by the state as participating in the communal clashes.5 Similar 
demolitions also occurred in Khambat6�Öłù�NĢĿĿÖŶłÖėÖũ�Ģł�FŽıÖũÖŶ�ƒĞāũā�mŽŭķĢĿ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ƒāũā�ÖƦāóŶāù̍
 
DŋķķŋƒĢłė�ŶĞā�óķÖŭĞāŭ�ùŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�NÖłŽĿÖł�`ÖƘÖłŶĢ�ťũŋóāŭŭĢŋł̇�ŋł�ˑˏ��ťũĢķ�ˑˏˑˑ̇�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�pŋũŶĞ�'āķĞĢ�
Municipal Corporation (NDMC) arrived with 12 companies of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and 
demolished around 25 shops, vending carts, and houses primarily belonging to Muslims in Jahangirpuri, Delhi 
allegedly to remove “encroachments”. 7  The demolition drive began early in the morning without adequate 
notice and continued8 despite an order from the Supreme Court later in the morning to maintain the status 
quo.9  

Rł�̀ Žłā�ˑ ˏˑˑ̇�ĿŽłĢóĢťÖķ�ÖŽŶĞŋũĢŶĢāŭ�Ģł�ŶŶÖũ��ũÖùāŭĞ̪ŭ��ũÖƘÖėũÖı10 and Saharanpur11 districts demolished homes 
ŋĕ�mŽŭķĢĿ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ÖķķāėāùķƘ�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨ āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�Ģł�ŶĞā�ðÖóĴùũŋť�ŋĕ�ťũŋŶāŭŶŭ�ðƘ�ŶĞā�mŽŭķĢĿ�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶƘ�
against controversial religious remarks. Notices of demolitions were served to those found accused in protests 
leading to communal tensions.

Rł� mÖùĞƘÖ� �ũÖùāŭĞ̪ŭ� `ĢũÖťŽũ� ÁĢķķÖėā̇� ÖĕŶāũ� Öł� ÖķŶāũóÖŶĢŋł� ŋóóŽũũāù� ðāŶƒāāł� ŶĞā� ķŋóÖķ� mŽŭķĢĿ� Öłù� 'ÖķĢŶ�
communities, state authorities demolished 18 homes of Muslim families who were deemed as accused in the 
incident. Around 30 houses in the predominantly Muslim neighbourhood were also partially demolished, 
ÖķķāėāùķƘ� Ŷŋ� ũāĿŋƑā� ̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪� ĕũŋĿ� ŶĞā� ÖũāÖ̇� ðŽŶ� ƒÖŭ� ŭāāł� Öŭ� óŋķķāóŶĢƑā� ťŽłĢŭĞĿāłŶ� ÖėÖĢłŭŶ� ŶĞā�
community.12

All the evictions and demolitions have been carried out by government agencies professedly to “clear 
encroachments” and remove “illegal structures” from public land. However, the state authorities have used 
this reasoning to arbitrarily select and demolish settlements. In Mansarovar Park, Delhi, out of the three 
settlements, only the settlement with a mostly Muslim population was targeted during the demolition drive on 
2 May 2022, just a day before 1Ģù̟Žķ̟ƩŶũ. The authorities partially destroyed at least 25 houses as well as their 
water connections, despite the heat, resulting in grave distress, fear of demolition, and insecurity amongst the 
community members especially women. 

Similar incidents of demolitions occurred across Delhi in settlements with predominantly Muslim populations, 
including in Madanpur Khadar, Y-Block Mangolpuri, Samaypur Badli, and Prem Nagar13 where various state 
authorities carried out or attempted demolition drives seemingly to remove “encroachments”. 

In the past, state governments in India have been known to demolish homes of persons accused with rape and 
other crimes as a punitive measure.14 The recent incidents of demolition highlight forced evictions being used 
by government as a measure of punishment. 

Taking cognizance of the alarming situation, in June 2022, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Adequate 
Housing along with the UN Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion and minority issues, sent a joint 
communication to the Government of India strongly condemning the destruction of Muslim homes and 
properties by state authorities to mete out “collective punishment” to the community.15

The arbitrary acts of demolition of homes and structures of minority communities have compounded the 
vulnerabilities of women16, children, older persons, and persons with disabilities.  



MAJOR FINDINGS ON 
FORCED EVICTIONS 

IN INDIA IN 2021

Families living in makeshift tents after the demolition of their homes, near Madipur Metro Station, Delhi
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A ŶŋŶÖķ�ŋĕ�ː ˔˗�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋł̓ĞŋĿā�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł�ĞÖƑā�ðāāł�ùŋóŽĿāłŶāù�ðƘ�Nd�p�Ģł�ˑ ˏˑː̍�ÂĢŶĞ�ŶĞā�state demolishing 36,486 houses in the year, at least 100 homes were destroyed every day. This amounts 
to at least 567 people being evicted every day or 24 people losing their homes every hour in the year 2021.

mÖıŋũ�ƩłùĢłėŭ�ĕũŋĿ�Nd�p̪ŭ�ťũĢĿÖũƘ�Öłù�ŭāóŋłùÖũƘ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ŋł�ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�RłùĢÖ�Ģł�ˑ ˏˑː�ĢłóķŽùā�ŶĞā�ĕŋķķŋƒĢłė̆���

1. 1ƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�ŋóóŽũũāù�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ̝Ģł�ĿāėÖ�óĢŶĢāŭ̇�ŽũðÖł�ÖėėķŋĿāũÖŶĢŋłŭ̇�¦Ģāũ�R�Öłù�RR�óĢŶĢāŭ̇�Öłù�

in villages.

2. Demolitions of homes continued unabated even during second and third waves of the COVID-19 
pandemic. During the peak of the severe second wave of the pandemic in April and May 2021, over 

13,750 people were forcefully evicted from their homes.

3. In 2021, the maximum percentage of people (57 per cent) were evicted, purportedly, for forest 
and wildlife protection. This resulted in the forced eviction and displacement of at least 117,623 
ťāŋťķā� Öóũŋŭŭ� ŶĞā� óŋŽłŶũƘ̍� zŶĞāũ� ũāÖŭŋłŭ� ĕŋũ� āƑĢóŶĢŋł̇� ĢłóķŽùā� óķāÖũÖłóā� ŋĕ� ̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̇� óĢŶƘ�

ðāÖŽŶĢƩóÖŶĢŋł̇�Öłù�óŋłŭāũƑÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ƒÖŶāũ�ðŋùĢāŭ̍

4. In 2021, court orders and their implementation by state authorities resulted in the eviction of over 

106,014 people in at least 11 incidents of demolitions. 

5. At least twenty-eight per cent�ŋĕ�ťāŋťķā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ðƘ�ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː̇�ĕŋũ�ƒĞĢóĞ�ĢłĕŋũĿÖŶĢŋł�
is available, belong to marginalized groups, including, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other 

Backward Classes, nomadic communities, migrant workers, and Muslims. 

6. All cases of eviction resulted in gross human rights violations, including lack of resettlement, and 
government authorities not following due process. 

7. Fifty-nine per cent of those who were evicted in 2021, did not receive any resettlement/partial 

resettlement/compensation from the state. 

8. About 15 million people across rural and urban areas continue facing threat of eviction from their 

habitats.

9. mŽķŶĢťķā�óÖŭāŭ�ŋĕ�Ʃũā�Ģł�ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ŋƑāũ�16,430 people in ùĢƦāũāłŶ parts of India.

10. ¦Ğā�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ťāŋťķā�ùĢŭťķÖóāù�Ģł�RłùĢÖ�ùŽā�Ŷŋ�łÖŶŽũÖķ�ùĢŭÖŭŶāũŭ�Öłù�óŋłƪĢóŶŭ�ĢłóũāÖŭāù�Ģł�ˑˏˑː.   

2YHUYLHZ�RI�IRUFHG�HYLFWLRQV�LQ�,QGLD������Ų����
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���(YLFWLRQV�RFFXUUHG�DFURVV�JHRJUDSKLFDO�UHJLRQV�LQ�UXUDO�DQG�XUEDQ�DUHDV

In the year 2021, HLRN recorded incidents of forced eviction across urban and rural India, in at least 17 states 
and 3 Union Territories (Chandigarh, Delhi, and Jammu and Kashmir). It is, however, likely that evictions also 
took place in other states/Union Territories for which we do not have information. A large number of people 
lost their homes in ‘megacities̪17 (Delhi and Mumbai) and in other ‘million -plus urban agglomerations̪̓
cities18 (for example, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Coimbatore, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
dŽóĴłŋƒ̇�dŽùĞĢÖłÖ̇��ÖŶłÖ̇��ũÖƘÖėũÖı̇��Žłā̇��ÖłóĞĢ̇��ŽũÖŶ̇�Öłù�ÁÖũÖłÖŭĢ̜̍�

0DMRU�VLWHV�RI�HYLFWLRQ�LQ�,QGLD�LQ�����
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Families rendered homeless after eviction near Madipur Metro Station, Delhi

)RUFHG�HYLFWLRQV�LQ�PHWURSROLWDQ�FLWLHV�LQ�����

Demolitions of homes were also reported in urban agglomerations or Tier I19 cities (for example, Bhubaneswar, 
Cuttack, Darrang, Gurugram, Jamshedpur, Karnal, Mysuru, Siddipet, Siliguri, and Ujjain); Tier II cities 
(for example, Puttur); and, also in many villages (including in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, and Telangana). 
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���'HPROLWLRQV�FRQWLQXHG�XQDEDWHG�HYHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF

In the last two reports, HLRN had highlighted the unabated occurrence of evictions despite the onset of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2021,  state authorities continued to demolish homes even at a time when the 
ũÖėĢłė�ƑĢũŽŭ�ƒũāóĴāù�ťāŋťķā̪ŭ�ķĢƑāŭ̇�ķĢƑāķĢĞŋŋùŭ̇�Öłù�ĞāÖķŶĞ̍�ÂĞāł�ťāŋťķā�łāāùāù�Ŷŋ�ŭŶÖƘ�ÖŶ�ĞŋĿā�Ŷŋ�ťũŋŶāóŶ�
ŶĞāĿŭāķƑāŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�āƑāł�Ŀŋũā�óŋłŶÖėĢŋŽŭ�'āķŶÖ�ƑÖũĢÖłŶ̇�ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ƒĢŶłāŭŭāù�ĞŋũũĢƩó�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋłŭ�
ŋĕ�ŶĞāĢũ�ĞŋĿāŭ̇�ŶĞāũāðƘ�ķŋŭĢłė�ŶĞāĢũ�ĕŽłùÖĿāłŶÖķ�ťũŋŶāóŶĢŋł�ÖėÖĢłŭŶ�ŶĞā�ƑĢũŽŭ̆�ĞŋŽŭĢłė̍��ķũāÖùƘ�ŭŽƦāũĢłė�ĕũŋĿ�
ŶĞā�ťÖłùāĿĢó̟ĢłùŽóāù�ƩłÖłóĢÖķ�óũĢŭĢŭ̇�ŶĞā�ķŋŭŭ�ŋĕ�ĞŋĿāŭ�Öłù�ťāũŭŋłÖķ�ðāķŋłėĢłėŭ�ùŽũĢłė�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł�ùũĢƑāŭ�
further exacerbated their harsh living conditions and their vulnerability to contracting the virus.

$ERXW� 13,750 people were evicted during the peak of the second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic and resultant 

lockdowns in April and May 2021.

“Garmi ho ya baarish ho, hum to yahin rehte hain. Aur kahaan jaayein? Humaari to koi sunta hi nahi hai”

%H� LW� H[WUHPH� VXPPHU� RU� UDLQ�� ZH� KDYH� WR� OLYH� KHUH�� :KHUH� HOVH� FRXOG� ZH� JR"� 1R� RQH� OLVWHQV� WR� XV�ŷ�  

��$�UHVLGHQW�RI�0DQVDURYDU�3DUN��ZKR�ZDV�HYLFWHG�LQ�����

Demolition of homes continued throughout the year, including during the onset of the third wave of the 
pandemic in December 2021.

0RQWK�ZLVH�HYLFWLRQV�LQ�,QGLD�LQ�����
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���)RUFHG�HYLFWLRQV�ZHUH�XQGHUWDNHQ�IRU�D�UDQJH�RI�UHDVRQV

¦Ğā�pÖŶĢŋłÖķ�1ƑĢóŶĢŋł�Öłù�'ĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�zðŭāũƑÖŶŋũƘ�ÖŶ�Nd�p�ĞÖŭ�ÖłÖķƘŭāù�ŶĞā�ÖƑÖĢķÖðķā�ùÖŶÖ�ŋł�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ̇�
Öłù�ĞÖŭ� ĢùāłŶĢƩāù�ƩƑā�ðũŋÖù�óÖŶāėŋũĢāŭ� ĕŋũ�ƒĞĢóĞ� ĢłùĢƑĢùŽÖķŭ�Öłù�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ�ƒāũā� ĕŋũóĢðķƘ�ũāĿŋƑāù�Öłù�
ùĢŭťķÖóāù�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞāĢũ�ĞŋĿāŭ�Öłù�ĞÖðĢŶÖŶŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ƘāÖũ�ˑˏˑː̆

Ö̍�̨�ķŽĿ̟óķāÖũÖłóā̓ÖłŶĢ̟āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶ̓óĢŶƘ̟ðāÖŽŶĢƩóÖŶĢŋł̪�ùũĢƑāŭ�̙14.31 per cent ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̒̚

ð̍�RłĕũÖŭŶũŽóŶŽũā�Öłù�ŋŭŶāłŭĢðķā�̨ùāƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̪�ťũŋıāóŶŭ̇�ĢłóķŽùĢłė�ũŋÖù�ƒĢùāłĢłė̇�ĞĢėĞƒÖƘ�āƗťÖłŭĢŋł̇�ðũĢùėā�
óŋłŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł̇�Öłù�̨ŭĿÖũŶ�óĢŶƘ̪�ťũŋıāóŶŭ�̙27.13 per cent ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̒̚

c. Ostensible environmental projects, forest protection, and wildlife conservation [57 per cent ŋĕ� ÖƦāóŶāù�
ťāũŭŋłŭ̒̚

ù̍�̨'ĢŭÖŭŶāũ�ĿÖłÖėāĿāłŶ̪�ÖóŶĢŋłŭ�̙1.63 per cent ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̒̚�Öłù̇

ā̍�zŶĞāũ�ũāÖŭŋłŭ̇�ĢłóķŽùĢłė�ĿĢķĢŶÖũƘ�ŋťāũÖŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�óŋłƪĢóŶ�̙0.14 per cent ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍̚

Ö̍�̨�ķŽĿ̪̓dÖłù�!ķāÖũÖłóā̓�̨�āÖŽŶĢƩóÖŶĢŋł̪̓�āĿŋƑÖķ�ŋĕ�̨1łóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪

NŋĿāŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŽũðÖł�Öłù�ũŽũÖķ�ťŋŋũ�Öóũŋŭŭ�RłùĢÖ�óŋłŶĢłŽā�Ŷŋ�ðā�óŋłŭĢùāũāù�Öŭ�̨ĢķķāėÖķ̪�ŋũ�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�ðƘ�
Öķķ�ŶĞā�ðũÖłóĞāŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ̝ŶĞā�ķāėĢŭķÖŶŽũā̇�āƗāóŽŶĢƑā̇�Öłù�ŋĕŶāł�ŶĞā�ıŽùĢóĢÖũƘ̝Öłù�Öũā�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�
ƒĢŶĞŋŽŶ� ùŽā� ťũŋóāŭŭ̇� ùāŭťĢŶā� ÖƦāóŶāù� ťāũŭŋłŭ� ĞÖƑĢłė� ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ� Ŷŋ� ťũŋƑā� ŶĞāĢũ� ũāŭĢùāłóā� Ģł� ŶĞā� ÖũāÖ� ĕŋũ�
decades.

In 2021, state authorities evicted at least �������SHUVRQV��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�DERXW����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�

HYLFWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU��XQGHU�WKH�JXLVH�RI�ųVOXPŴ�FOHDUDQFH��ųHQFURDFKPHQWŴ�UHPRYDO��DQG�ųFLW\�EHDXWL˼FDWLRQŴ�GULYHV��

�ŋĿā�ĿÖıŋũ�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː�Ŷŋ�óķāÖũ�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̆

 • In Delhi, the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) carried out several demolition drives, throughout the 
ƘāÖũ̇�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�Öłù�ƑÖóÖŶā�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ�ķÖłù̍�Rł�ĿŋŭŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞāŭā�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ̇�ùŽā�ťũŋóāŭŭ�ƒÖŭ�
łŋŶ�ĕŋķķŋƒāù�Öłù�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ�ƒāũā�łŋŶ�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶāù̍�Rł�DāðũŽÖũƘ�ˑˏˑː̇�''��ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ː˔ˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�
Ģł��ĞÖŭŶũĢ��ÖũĴ�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�ŋł�ĢŶŭ�ķÖłù̍20�Rł�'āķĞĢ̪ŭ�'ĞŋðĢ�FĞÖŶ�ÖũāÖ̇�''��Öķŋłė�ƒĢŶĞ�ťŋķĢóā�

$SSUR[LPDWH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�HYLFWHG�IRU�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�LQ�����
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“15 din yehi chalta raha. Roz fauj ke saath aake bolte the ki kal tootegi, kal tootegi. Har samay yehi sochte rehte the”; 

“Mahilaon ka shauchaalya tod rahe the, aur kehte hain sabki sarkaar haiŷ

7KLV�ZHQW�RQ�IRU����GD\V��7KH\�XVHG�WR�FRPH�WR�WKUHDWHQ�WR�HYLFW�XV�HYHU\�GD\�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�SROLFH��,W�XVHG�WR�EH�WKH�

RQO\�WKLQJ�RQ�RXU�PLQGV��7KH\�ZHUH�GHVWUR\LQJ�WRLOHWV�PDGH�IRU�ZRPHQ��EXW�FODLP�WR�EH�HYHU\ERG\ŴV�JRYHUQPHQW��

 

�$�UHVLGHQW�RI�5DMLY�*DQGKL�&DPS��1HZ�'HOKL�ZKR�ZDV�HYLFWHG�LQ������

• NŋĿāķāŭŭ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�óĢŶƘ�óŋłŶĢłŽā�Ŷŋ�ðā�āƑĢóŶāù�Žłùāũ�ŶĞā�ėŽĢŭā�ŋĕ�óĢŶƘ�ðāÖŽŶĢƩóÖŶĢŋł̍�Dŋũ�ĢłŭŶÖłóā̇�
Ģł�`Žłā�ˑˏˑː̇�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�mŽłĢóĢťÖķ�!ŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�'āķĞĢ�āƑĢóŶāù�ː˒�ĞŋĿāķāŭŭ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ķĢƑĢłė�Ģł�ũùŽ�
Park, near Jama Masjid.26 As per information received from the community, as of September 2022, they 
óŋłŶĢłŽā�Ŷŋ�ķĢƑā�Žłùāũ�ŶĞā�óŋłŭŶÖłŶ�ŶĞũāÖŶ�ŋĕ�ðāĢłė�āƑĢóŶāù�Öłù�ĕÖóā�óŋłŶĢłŽāù�ĞÖũÖŭŭĿāłŶ�ĕũŋĿ�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ̇�
who also allegedly destroy their personal belongings frequently.

• In September 2021, 300 Dalit families, belonging to the Nat community, living under the Chitkohara foot 
ŋƑāũðũĢùėā�Ģł��ĢĞÖũ̪ŭ��ÖŶłÖ�ƒāũā�ũāłùāũāù�ĞŋĿāķāŭŭ̍�¦Ğā�ÖŽŶĞŋũĢŶĢāŭ�Ģł��ÖŶłÖ�ðŽķķùŋơāù�ŶĞāĢũ�ĞŋĿāŭ�Ŷŋ�
ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶ̪�ùāŭťĢŶā�Ö�ŭŶÖƘ�ŋũùāũ�ŋł�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł�ðƘ�ŶĞā�NĢėĞ�!ŋŽũŶ�ŋĕ��ÖŶłÖ̍��āƑāũÖķ�ũāŭĢùāłŶŭ̇�
ĢłóķŽùĢłė�ƒŋĿāł̇�ũāťŋũŶāùķƘ�ŭŽƦāũāù�ƑĢŋķāłóā�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢóā�ùŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�ťũŋóāŭŭ̍��ƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Öķķāėāù�
ŶĞÖŶ�ŶĞāƘ�ùĢùł̪Ŷ�ũāóāĢƑā�ÖłƘ�ťũĢŋũ�łŋŶĢóā�ũāŭŽķŶĢłė�Ģł�ŶĞā�ķŋŭŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞāĢũ�ðāķŋłėĢłėŭ�ùŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł̇�
including books and study materials of children.27

• ��ŶāÖĿ�ŋĕ�NÖũƘÖłÖ��ĞÖĞÖũĢ�ÁĢĴÖŭ��ũÖùĞĢĴÖũÖł̇�Ģł�pŋƑāĿðāũ�ˑ ˏˑː̇�ũāĿŋƑāù�ŋƑāũ�ˑ ˏˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ŋĕ�ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā�
ťāŋťķā�Ģł�'dD��ĞÖŭā�˒�ÖũāÖ�Ģł�FŽũŽėũÖĿ�Ŷŋ�óķāÖũ�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�ŋł�ĢŶŭ�ķÖłù̍28

• Rł�̀ ĞÖũĴĞÖłù̇�ŶĞā�̀ ÖĿŭĞāùťŽũ�ùĢŭŶũĢóŶ�ÖùĿĢłĢŭŶũÖŶĢŋł�Öłù�ťŋķĢóā�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�āƑĢóŶāù�ˑ ˏˏ�ťāŋťķā�Ģł�bĞÖŭĿÖĞÖķ�
Ŷŋ�ƑÖóÖŶā�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ�ķÖłù�ŋĕ�̨ āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�Ģł�mÖũóĞ̍���āťŋũŶāùķƘ̇�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢóā�ùāŶÖĢłāù�Ö�ĕāƒ�ťāŋťķā�ƒĞŋ�
were protesting against the demolition of their homes.29

• In January 2021, the Bhubaneswar administration demolished homes in the guise of removing 
̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�Ģł�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ťÖũŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óĢŶƘ̍�Dŋũ�ĢłŭŶÖłóā̇�ː˒˗�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ƒāũā�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�Ģł��ũÖðĢłùÖ�pÖėÖũ̇�
and 207 houses in Maa Tarini Basti.30

• ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ˑ˕�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�ŋł�ĢŶŭ�ķÖłù̍21 In December 2021, the DDA demolished 
ŋƑāũ�ː˓ˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ģł�bÖķĴÖıĢ�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�łāÖũ�ŶĞā�ŶāĿťķā�ÖũāÖ̇�ƒĢŶĞŋŽŶ�ÖłƘ�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶĢŋł�
ťũŋƑĢùāù�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̍22 

• The Indian Railways continued to evict people residing on its land arbitrarily and without due process. In 
March 2021, the Indian Railways demolished 35 houses in Mansarovar Park, Delhi without providing any 
ťũĢŋũ�łŋŶĢóā�Öłù�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶĢŋł�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̍�¦Ğā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ðāāł�ķĢƑĢłė�Ģł�ŶĞā�ÖũāÖ�ĕŋũ�ŋƑāũ�
four decades and have faced evictions multiple times. In the absence of any compensation or rehabilitation 
they have been living at the same site in temporary shelters without any basic facilities, facing further risk 
of eviction by the Railways.23 In September 2021, 450 homes in Sanjay Nagar Basti in Faridabad, Haryana 
were demolished by the Indian Railways. The drive was conducted despite a stay order from the Supreme 
Court of India, in S.L.P. (C) 23559/2021. Families comprising daily wage earners, construction workers, 
factory workers, and domestic workers had been living in the area for the past 50 years.24 Similarly, in 
māùĞÖũÖ��ÖŭŶĢ�Ģł�bŋŶĞÖėŽùāĿ̇�¦āķÖłėÖłÖ̇�ŶĞā��ÖĢķƒÖƘŭ�Öķŋłė�ƒĢŶĞ�ťŋķĢóā�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ːˑˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�
ŋł�ĢŶŭ�ķÖłù�Ģł�̀ ŽķƘ�ˑ ˏˑː̇�ĕŋķķŋƒĢłė�Öł�ŋũùāũ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�NĢėĞ�!ŋŽũŶ�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā��ŶÖŶā�ŋĕ�¦āķÖłėÖłÖ̍�¦Ğā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāŋťķā�
claimed that they had been living in the colony for many years.25
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81�%DVLF�3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�*XLGHOLQHV�RQ�'HYHORSPHQW�EDVHG�(YLFWLRQV�DQG�'LVSODFHPHQW
 

49. Evictions must not take place in inclement weather, at night, during festivals or religious holidays, prior to elections, 

RU�GXULQJ�RU�MXVW�SULRU�WR�VFKRRO�H[DPLQDWLRQV�

5HVHDUFK�E\�+/51�UHYHDOV�WKDW�LQ�������DW�OHDVW��������KRXVHV�ZHUH�GHPROLVKHG�IRU�RVWHQVLEOH�ųGHYHORSPHQWŴ�SURMHFWV�

resulting in the eviction of at least �������SHRSOH�����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�HYLFWHG�LQ��������

1ƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�ƒāũā� óÖũũĢāù� ŋŽŶ� Ģł� ƑÖũĢŋŽŭ� ŭŶÖŶāŭ̇� ĢłóķŽùĢłė� ðŽŶ� łŋŶ� ķĢĿĢŶāù� Ŷŋ̇� �ŭŭÖĿ̇�mÖùĞƘÖ� �ũÖùāŭĞ̇� �ĢĞÖũ̇�
Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Odisha. 

�ŋĿā�ĿÖıŋũ�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː�ĕŋũ�ŋŭŶāłŭĢðķā�̨ùāƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̪�ťũŋıāóŶŭ̆

• Dŋũ�ŶĞā�óŋłŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ťũŋťŋŭāù�`āƒÖũ�RłŶāũłÖŶĢŋłÖķ��ĢũťŋũŶ�Ģł�pŋĢùÖ̇�ŶŶÖũ��ũÖùāŭĞ̇�ŭŶÖŶā�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�
āƑĢóŶāù�ŋƑāũ�ˑ̇˗˔ˏ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Ģł�ƩƑā�ƑĢķķÖėāŭ�̞��ÖłĞāũÖ̇��ŋĞĢ̇��ÖũŋĞĢ̇�pÖėķÖ�FÖłāŭĞĢ̇�Öłù�bĢŭĞŋũťŽũ�ķŋóÖŶāù�
Ģł�FÖŽŶÖĿ��ŽùùĞ�pÖėÖũ̍�mŋŭŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ŭĞĢĕŶāù�Ŷŋ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�óŋłŭŶũŽóŶāù�ÖŶ�̀ āƒÖũ��ÖłėÖũ̪ŭ�
rehabilitation and resettlement site. However, the families have alleged that there is a lack of water and 
sanitation facilities at the rehabilitation site and poor quality of construction of the houses. During the 
Ŀŋłŭŋŋł�ũÖĢłŭ�Ģł�̀ ŽķƘ�ˑ ˏˑː̇�˓ ˏ̟˔ˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ùāƑāķŋťāù�óũÖóĴŭ̇�ũāƪāóŶĢłė�ŶĞā�ťŋŋũ�ŨŽÖķĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óŋłŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�
of houses.32 

• In 2021, state authorities continued to evict low-income residents in cities for the implementation of 
ŶĞā��ĿÖũŶ�!ĢŶĢāŭ�mĢŭŭĢŋł̍�Rł�`ÖłŽÖũƘ�ˑˏˑː̇�ŶĞā�ÁÖũÖłÖŭĢ�ùĢŭŶũĢóŶ�ÖùĿĢłĢŭŶũÖŶĢŋł�Ģł�ŶŶÖũ��ũÖùāŭĞ�āƑĢóŶāù�
over 100 low-income families, without any rehabilitation, in Teliana railway line area, for the supposed 
development of the area under a Smart Cities Mission project.33 In Madhya Pradesh, as part of the Rs 
500-crore expansion plan of the Mahakaleshwar Temple in Ujjain under the Smart Cities Mission, over 
117 houses were demolished in July34 and December 2021.35 Similar demolitions for the implementation of 
projects under the Smart Cities Mission were carried out in Coimbatore.36

b. Infrastructure and ostensible ‘development’ projects

RłĕũÖŭŶũŽóŶŽũā�Öłù�ŋŭŶāłŭĢðķā�̨ ùāƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̪�ťũŋıāóŶŭ�óŋłŶĢłŽāù�Ŷŋ�ùĢŭťķÖóā�ŶĞā�ŽũðÖł�Öłù�ũŽũÖķ�ťŋŋũ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�
country often without adequate rehabilitation. An estimated over 70 million people in the country have been 
displaced for infrastructure development projects that include, inter alia, dams, mining, road construction, 
building of ports and industries, and urban renewal since Independence.31

(YLFWLRQV�XQGHUWDNHQ�IRU�YDULRXV�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�SURMHFWV�LQ�����
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$GYHUVH�,PSDFWV�RI�)RUFHG�(YLFWLRQV�DQG�'LVSODFHPHQW�RQ�:RPHQ

Forced evictions, displacement, and inadequate resettlement disproportionately affect women. In the aftermath of an 

HYLFWLRQ��FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�ZRPHQ�DUH�PXOWL�IROG��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�ORVV�RI�OLYHOLKRRGV�DQG�DFFHVV�WR�IRRG��EUHDNGRZQ�RI�

VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�VXSSRUW�V\VWHPV��GHELOLWDWLQJ�KHDOWK�LPSDFWV��DQG�LQFUHDVHG�YXOQHUDELOLW\�WR�JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��

,QFLGHQWV�RI�KRPH�GHPROLWLRQ�DQG�HYLFWLRQ�DOVR�DGYHUVHO\� LPSDFW�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�YXOQHUDELOLWLHV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�

H[DFHUEDWH�SUH�H[LVWLQJ�DQG�LQWHUVHFWLRQDO�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�ZRPHQ�LQ�DFFHVVLQJ�WKHLU�ULJKWV�WR�KRXVLQJ��ODQG��KHDOWK��

work, water, sanitation, privacy, and security.

,Q�������WKH�PD[LPXP�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�SHRSOH�(57 per cent��KDG�EHHQ�HYLFWHG��SXUSRUWHGO\��IRU�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�

forest and wildlife protection. This resulted in the forced eviction and displacement of at least 117,623 people across 

the country.  

c. Environmental Projects, Forest Protection, and Wildlife Conservation

• Rł�mÖũóĞ�ˑˏˑː̇�ŶĞā�mŽłĢóĢťÖķ�!ŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�FŽũŽėũÖĿ̇�Öķŋłė�ƒĢŶĞ�Ö�ĞāÖƑƘ�óŋłŶĢłėāłŶ�ŋĕ�ťŋķĢóā�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ̇�
ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ˑ ̇˔ˏˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ģł��āóŶŋũ�̝ ˑ̇�ÂÖơĢũÖðÖù̇�Ŷŋ�ƑÖóÖŶā�ķÖłù�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�óŋłŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�Ö�ŭťŋũŶŭ�ŭŶÖùĢŽĿ̍�37 

• Rł� �ŽũÖŶ̇� ŶĞā�ÂāŭŶāũł� �ÖĢķƒÖƘŭ� ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù� ˔ˏˏ� ĞŋŽŭāŭ̇� Ģł� �ŽėŽŭŶ� ˑˏˑː̇� Öķŋłė� ũÖĢķƒÖƘ� ŶũÖóĴŭ� ĕŋũ� ŶĞā�
āƗťÖłŭĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�̀ ÖķėÖŋł�ũÖĢķƒÖƘ�ķĢłā̍�mÖłƘ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̇�ĢłóķŽùĢłė�ťũāėłÖłŶ�ƒŋĿāł�Öłù�óĞĢķùũāł̇�
ĞÖù�ðāāł�ŶĞā�ƒŋũŭŶ�ÖƦāóŶāù�Öŭ�ŶĞāƘ�ƒāũā�ũāłùāũāù�ĞŋĿāķāŭŭ�ƒĢŶĞŋŽŶ�ÖłƘ�ÖķŶāũłÖŶĢƑā�ÖóóŋĿĿŋùÖŶĢŋł̍38

• Rł��āťŶāĿðāũ�ˑˏˑː̇�ŶĞā�ŭŶÖŶā�ÖùĿĢłĢŭŶũÖŶĢŋł�Ģł�'ĞŋķťŽũ�ÁĢķķÖėā�Ģł�'ÖũũÖłė�ùĢŭŶũĢóŶ�ŋĕ��ŭŭÖĿ̇�āƑĢóŶāù�ŋƑāũ�
800 families (5,000 people) to vacate its land for an agricultural project in Gorukhuti. The eviction began 
in the wee hours of the morning, at around 6.00 a.m. The notice of eviction was served to the people a 
day before, at midnight. Two persons, including a 12-year-old boy, lost their lives when a clash with the 
ťŋķĢóā�ťāũŭŋłłāķ�āũŽťŶāù�ùŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�ũāĿŋƑÖķ�āƗāũóĢŭā̍�¦Ğā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̇�ĿÖıŋũĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�ŶĞāĿ�ƒĞŋ�ƒāũā�
Muslims, had been living in the area for the past several years and did not receive any rehabilitation as they 
ƒāũā�ķÖðāķķāù�Öŭ�̨āłóũŋÖóĞāũŭ̪̍�¦Ğāŭā�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ĕÖóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋł�ĿŽķŶĢťķā�ŶĢĿāŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ťÖŭŶ̍39

In many of these instances, the evictions were carried out under the orders of the judiciary and the National 
Fũāāł�¦ũĢðŽłÖķ�̛pF¦̜�ùāāťāłĢłė�ŶĞā�ÖũŶĢƩóĢÖķ�óŋłƪĢóŶ�ðāŶƒāāł�ĞŽĿÖł�ũĢėĞŶŭ�Öłù�ũĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�āłƑĢũŋłĿāłŶ̍�
ÂĞĢķā� ŶĞā� ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋłŭ�ƒāũā� óÖũũĢāù� ŋŽŶ� ťŽũťŋũŶāùķƘ� ĕŋũ� ŶĞā� óŋłŭāũƑÖŶĢŋł� ŋĕ� āłƑĢũŋłĿāłŶ� Öłù� ĕŋũāŭŶŭ̇� ĢŶ� Ģŭ�
unfortunate that they result in the eviction of local communities, who live harmoniously with nature and 
contribute to its conservation and sustainable development. 

(YLFWLRQV�IRU�RVWHQVLEOH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHDVRQV�LQ�����
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Some major incidents of evictions in 2021 for environmental projects, forest protection, and wildlife conservation:

• In one of the worst instances of evictions in 2021, around 10,000-15,000 families, accounting to over 
one lakh people, were forcefully removed from Khori Gaon, Haryana by the Municipal Corporation of 
Faridabad in July 2021. The eviction was carried out following directives from the Supreme Court of India 
̙�̍d̍�̍�̛!̜�˖ˑˑˏ̟�˖ˑˑː̓ˑˏː˖̚�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�Ģł�ŶĞā��ũÖƑÖķķĢ�DŋũāŭŶ�ÖũāÖŭ̍�'ŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�āƑĢóŶĢŋł�
ťũŋóāŭŭ̇�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ�Öłù�ÖóŶĢƑĢŭŶŭ�ŭŽƦāũāù�ĢłıŽũĢāŭ�ðƘ�ŶĞā�óŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�Öłù�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢóā�
personnel. The incident occurred while the threat of the pandemic was still looming, and in gross neglect 
ŋĕ�ĢłŶāũłÖŶĢŋłÖķ�łŋũĿŭ�Öłù�ĞŽĿÖł�ũĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍�¦Ğā�łĢŶāù�pÖŶĢŋłŭ��ťāóĢÖķ��ÖťťŋũŶāŽũ�ŋł�
the Right to Adequate Housing along with other UN experts issued a communication to the Government of 
RłùĢÖ�łŋŶ�Ŷŋ�āƑĢóŶ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Ģł�bĞŋũĢ�FÖŋł�ùŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�ťÖłùāĿĢó̍�mŋŭŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�łŋŶ�ðāāł�
adequately rehabilitated by the government. 

0DVV�(YLFWLRQV�LQ�.KRUL�*DRQ

.KRUL�*DRQ�LV�D�ODUJH�LQIRUPDO�VHWWOHPHQW�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�RI�'HOKL�DQG�+DU\DQD��$Q�HUVWZKLOH�PLQLQJ�area, most 

RI� WKH�HDUO\�UHVLGHQWV�RI� WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�PLJUDWHG�IURP�%LKDU��-KDUNKDQG��0DGK\D�3UDGHVK��8WWDU�3UDGHVK��DQG�:HVW�

%HQJDO�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�OLYHOLKRRG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�412YHU�WKH�\HDUV��IDPLOLHV�VSHQW�WKHLU�HQWLUH�OLIH�VDYLQJV�WR�EXLOG�KRXVHV�RQ�

JRYHUQPHQW�ODQG��DQG�JHW�DFFHVV�WR�HVVHQWLDO�VHUYLFHV�VXFK�DV�ZDWHU�DQG�HOHFWULFLW\��,Q�-XO\�������EDVHG�RQ�DQ�RUGHU�

IURP�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�,QGLD�>6�/�3���&�����������������@�WR�UHPRYH�ųHQFURDFKPHQWVŴ�LQ�WKH�$UDYDOOL�IRUHVW�DUHDV��

WKH�0XQLFLSDO�&RUSRUDWLRQ�RI�)DULGDEDG�GHPROLVKHG�DURXQG��������KRXVHV�LQ�.KRUL�*DRQ��WKXV��UHQGHULQJ�DURXQG���ODNK�

persons homeless.42�&RPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��LQGHSHQGHQW�H[SHUWV��DQG�DFWLYLVWV�KRZHYHU��HVWLPDWH�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�DURXQG�

150,000 persons living in the settlement, including 20,000 children, over 5,000 pregnant and lactating women, persons 

ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��DQG�ROGHU�SHUVRQV�ZKR�ZHUH�DGYHUVHO\�LPSDFWHG�E\�WKH�GHPROLWLRQV��7KH�HYLFWLRQ�GULYH�ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�

over several days, prior to which electricity and water connections were disconnected. Several media reports have also 

GRFXPHQWHG�WKDW�D�FXUIHZ��6HFWLRQ�����43 was imposed in the area, and a large police force was also deployed, during 

which residents were allegedly manhandled and injured.44�$V�QR�SURDFWLYH�DFWLRQ�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�VWDWH�WR�UHKDELOLWDWH�

WKH�IDPLOLHV�HYHQ�DIWHU�D�\HDU��WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�,QGLD�GLUHFWHG�WKH�0XQLFLSDO�&RUSRUDWLRQ�RI�)DULGDEDG�WR�SD\�D�

PRQWKO\�VRODWLXP�RI�5V�������WR�IDPLOLHV�IRXQG�ųHOLJLEOHŴ�IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�45�$V�RI�6HSWHPEHU�������RI�WKH�WKRXVDQGV�RI�

families displaced, only 550 of them had received alternative housing46, even as affected persons and the media continue 

WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�GLVPDO�DQG�KLJKO\�LQDGHTXDWH�OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�VLWHV�ű�'DEXD�FRORQ\�47 

&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�E\�81�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�([SHUWV�RQ�WKH�.KRUL�*DRQ�HYLFWLRQ

“We appeal to the Indian government to respect its own laws and its own goal of eliminating homelessness E\������

and to spare homes of 100,000 people who mostly come from minority and marginalised communities. It is particularly 

LPSRUWDQW� WKDW� UHVLGHQWV� EH� NHSW� VDIH� GXULQJ� WKH� SDQGHPLF��:H�˼QG� H[WUHPHO\�ZRUU\LQJ� WKDW� ,QGLDŴV� KLJKHVW� FRXUW��

which has in the past led the protection of housing rights, is now leading evictions placing people at risk of internal 

displacement and even homelessness, as is the case in Khori Gaon. The role of the Supreme Court is to uphold the laws 

and to interpret them in light of internationally-recognized human rights standards, not to undermine them. In this case, 

WKH�VSLULW�DQG�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�/DQG�$FTXLVLWLRQ�$FW�������DPRQJ�RWKHU�GRPHVWLF�OHJDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV��KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�PHW��

We call on India to urgently review its plans for razing Khori Gaon and to consider regularizing the settlement so as not 

WR�OHDYH�DQ\RQH�KRPHOHVV��1R�RQH�VKRXOG�EH�IRUFLEO\�HYLFWHG�ZLWKRXW�DGHTXDWH�DQG�WLPHO\�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�DQG�UHGUHVV��,W�

LV�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKLV�DFW�RI�PDVV�GLVSODFHPHQW�GRHV�QRW�KDSSHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�ŷ
 

��81�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�([SHUWV�3UHVV�5HOHDVH�RQ�WKH�.KRUL�*DRQ�HYLFWLRQ��

• In September 2021, the Faridabad Municipal Corporation demolished over 200 homes in Jamai Colony, 
NÖũƘÖłÖ�ÖķķāėāùķƘ�Ŷŋ�óķāÖũ�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪�ŋł�ĕŋũāŭŶķÖłù̍�¦Ğā�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖù�ũāóāĢƑāù�Ö�łŋŶĢóā�ŋĕ�āƑĢóŶĢŋł�
only ten days prior to the demolition. The eviction followed the same directive from the Supreme Court of 
RłùĢÖ�̙�̍d̍�̍�̛!̜�˖ˑˑˏ̟�˖ˑˑː̓ˑˏː˖̚�Ŷŋ�óķāÖũ�ĕŋũāŭŶķÖłù�Ģł�ŶĞā��ũÖƑÖķķĢ�ŋĕ�̨ĢķķāėÖķ�āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̇�ƒĞĢóĞ�Öķŭŋ�
saw massive eviction of families in Khori Gaon in July 2021. The evicted families were already struggling 
ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�ķŋŭŭ�ŋĕ�āĿťķŋƘĿāłŶ�ùŽā�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ťÖłùāĿĢó�Öłù�āŭóÖķÖŶĢłė�ĞŋŽŭā�ũāłŶŭ�ƒĞĢóĞ�ŶĞāƘ�óŋŽķù�łŋŶ�ÖƦŋũù̍�49
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• In July 2021, the DDA destroyed 15 houses in Rangpuri Pahadi, alleging they were built on forestland. 
�ĢĿĢķÖũ�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�āƑĢóŶĢŋł�ƒāũā�ŽłùāũŶÖĴāł�Ģł�ŶĞā�ÈÖĿŽłÖ�ƪŋŋùťķÖĢłŭ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː̍

ŵ6DEVH�SHKOH�KDQG�SXPS�WRGD��˾U�MKRSGL��>���@�6DDUH�NKHW�XMDDG�GL\H�����UR]JDDU�FKKHHQ�OL\D�DXU�DE�LVL�MDJDK�LQNH�IRUHVW�NH�OL\H�

ped laga rahe hain. Pehle apni marzi se kheti karte the, ab bandhe hue hain”

7KH\�UHPRYHG�WKH�KDQG�SXPS�˼UVW�DQG�WKHQ�WKH�KXW��>���@�7KH\�GHVWUR\HG�DOO�RXU�FURSV��WRRN�DZD\�RXU�OLYHOLKRRGV�DQG�

DUH�QRZ�SODQWLQJ�WUHHV�IRU�WKHLU�IRUHVWV�KHUH��(DUOLHU��ZH�XVHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�IDUP�DV�SHU�RXU�ZLVKHV��QRZ�ZH�DUH�ERXQG�

E\�WKHLUV�

���5HVLGHQW�RI�6KDVWUL�3DUN��1HZ�'HOKL��ZKRVH�KRXVH�ZDV�GHPROLVKHG�LQ�����

Destroyed homes in Rangpuri Pahadi, Delhi



28 Housing and Land Rights Network

d. Disaster Management

Rł�ˑ ˏˑː̇�ŭāƑāũÖķ�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�ƒāũā�óÖũũĢāù�ĕŋũ�̨ ùĢŭÖŭŶāũ�ĿÖłÖėāĿāłŶ̪�ŶĞÖŶ�ÖƦāóŶāù�1.63 per cent of the total evicted 
population in the year.

Some major incidents of evictions in 2021 for disaster management:

• In Tamil Nadu, state authorities carried out evictions admittedly for disaster management in multiple 
districts and cities, including Chennai and Coimbatore50. For instance, the Greater Chennai Municipal 
!ŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł� ũāĿŋƑāù�ÖðŋŽŶ�˕ˏ�ĞŋĿāķāŭŭ� ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ� ķĢƑĢłė�łāÖũ�1ėĿŋũā��ÖĢķƒÖƘ��ŶÖŶĢŋł� Ģł�zóŶŋðāũ�ˑˏˑː̍�
According to the Corporation Commissioner, families were removed in view of the northeast monsoon 
Öłù�ÖóóŋĿĿŋùÖŶāù�ŶĞāĿ�Ģł�ŭĞāķŶāũ�ĞŋĿāŭ̍��ƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖù�ðāāł�ŭāāĴĢłė�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶĢŋł�łāÖũ�ŶĞāĢũ�
previous location owing to their livelihood concerns. Due to the advocacy done by Information and 
Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban Communities (IRCDUC), the families were provided alternative 
ÖóóŋĿĿŋùÖŶĢŋł�ÖŶ�bāŭÖƑÖ��ĢķķÖĢ��ÖũĴ�ƒĞĢóĞ�Ģŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ƩƑā̟ĴĢķŋĿāŶũā�ũÖùĢŽŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞāĢũ�ťũāƑĢŋŽŭ�ķŋóÖŶĢŋł̍51

• In July 2021, 130 families were evicted from Arumbakkam in Chennai for the Cooum River Restoration 
�ũŋıāóŶ̍�zĕ�ŶĞā�ŶŋŶÖķ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̇�˘˓�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ƒāũā�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶāù�Ģł�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�óŋłŭŶũŽóŶāù�ðƘ�¦ÖĿĢķ�pÖùŽ�
ũðÖł�NŋŽŭĢłė�'āƑāķŋťĿāłŶ��ŋÖũù�Ģł�bāŭÖƑÖ��ĢķķÖĢ��ÖũĴ̍�mÖłƘ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ƒĞŋ�ƒāũā�ķĢƑĢłė�
on rent in the settlement for over 20 years and who work as daily wage earners or domestic workers were 
left without any resettlement. In the same month, the then Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board (TNSCB) 
now renamed as Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board (TNUHDB) demolished 130 houses in 
�ÖùĞÖĴũĢŭĞłÖł�pÖėÖũ�Ģł��ũŽĿðÖĴĴÖĿ̇�!ĞāłłÖĢ̇�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�RłŶāėũÖŶāù�!ŋŋŽĿ��ĢƑāũ�1óŋ̟�āŭŶŋũÖŶĢŋł��ũŋıāóŶ̍�
¦Ğā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ũāóāĢƑāù�ũāŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶ�Ģł�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ðŽĢķŶ�ðƘ�ŶĞā��ŋÖũù�Ģł�bāŭÖƑÖ��ĢķķÖĢ��ÖũĴ̍52

• DŋķķŋƒĢłė�Öł�ŋũùāũ�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�NĢėĞ�!ŋŽũŶ� ŋĕ� `ĞÖũĴĞÖłù� Ŷŋ� ũāĿŋƑā� ̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪� Öķŋłė�ƒÖŶāũ� ðŋùĢāŭ̇� Ŷŋ�
ĿĢŶĢėÖŶā�ƪŋŋùĢłė�̞�ŶĞā��ÖłóĞĢ�mŽłĢóĢťÖķ�!ŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ÖũŋŽłù�˓˒�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ģł�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ķŋóÖŶĢŋłŭ̇�
including 15 houses along Kanke Dam, 18 houses near the Hinoo River, and 10 houses in Bandhu Nagar, in 
July 2021. The High Court had ordered the removal of all constructions within 15 metres of water bodies 
Žłùāũ�ŶĞā�`ĞÖũĴĞÖłù��ŽðķĢó�dÖłù�1łóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ��óŶ̇�ˑˏˏˏ̍��ŭ�ťāũ�ũāťŋũŶŭ�ũāóāĢƑāù�ðƘ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̇�
ŶĞā�óĢƑĢó�ðŋùƘ�óÖũũĢāù�ŋŽŶ�ŶĞā�ùũĢƑā�ðƘ�ŭāũƑĢłė�Ö�ťũĢŋũ�łŋŶĢóā�ŋĕ�ŋłķƘ�Ŷƒŋ�ùÖƘŭ̍��ƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�óķÖĢĿāù�ŶĞÖŶ�
ŶĞāƘ�Ğŋķù�ƑÖķĢù�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�Öłù�ķÖłù�ŋƒłāũŭĞĢť�óāũŶĢƩóÖŶāŭ̍53

Eviction of homeless families in Egmore, Chennai
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e. Other Reasons for Forced Eviction in 2021

Apart from the aforementioned categories of eviction, HLRN recorded multiple instances of evictions that 
were undertaken in 2021 due to various other reasons, including but not limited to, military operations, village 
óŋłƪĢóŶ̇�Öłù�ĕŋũóāù�ũāķŋóÖŶĢŋłŭ̍�

Dŋũ�āƗÖĿťķā̇� Ģł�`ŽķƘ�ˑˏˑː̇�ĕŋũāŭŶ�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�Öłù�FŋŶÖĿŽłùÖ�ÁÖłÖ��ŽũÖĴĞƘÖ��ÖĿĢŶĢ�̛Á��̜�ĿāĿðāũŭ̇�ĕŋũóāĕŽķķƘ�
evicted 35 tribal families (190 people) from two villages in Kalahandi, Odisha, allegedly to vacate forest land 
ŋĕ�̨ĢķķāėÖķ̪�ŋóóŽťÖŶĢŋł̍�'ŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�ũāĿŋƑÖķ̇�Ö�ƑĢŋķāłŶ�óķÖŭĞ�āũŽťŶāù̇�ƒĞĢóĞ�ƒÖŭ�ÖķķāėāùķƘ̇�ĢłŭŶĢėÖŶāù�ðƘ�ĕŋũāŭŶ�
ŋƧóĢÖķŭ̍54

In 2021, court orders and their implementation by state authorities resulted in the eviction of over 106,014 people in 

at least 11 incidents of demolitions. 

,Q�VHYHUDO�LQVWDQFHV��WKH�MXGLFLDU\�UHIXVHG�WR�SURYLGH�UHOLHI�WR�DIIHFWHG�SHUVRQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�,QGLD��

LQ�>6�/�$���&�����������@�H[KRUWHG�VWDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�GHPROLVK�ųXQDXWKRUL]HGŴ�KRXVHV�RI�PLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV�LQ�.KRUL�*DRQ��

Haryana despite the pandemic. 

(YLFWLRQV�GXH�WR�FRXUW�RUGHUV������Ų����

$IIHFWHG�SHUVRQV�FROOHFWLQJ�WKHLU�EHORQJLQJV�DIWHU�WKH�GHPROLWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�KRPHV�LQ�5DQJSXUL�3DKDGL��'HOKL
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,QGHSHQGHQW� H[SHUWV� HVWLPDWH� WKDW� VLQFH� ,QGLDŴV� LQGHSHQGHQFH� LQ� ������ RVWHQVLEOH� ųGHYHORSPHQWŴ� SURMHFWV� KDYH�

GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�DIIHFWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�6FKHGXOHG�&DVWHV�DQG�6FKHGXOHG�7ULEHV��2I�WKRVH�GLVSODFHG�����SHU�FHQW�DUH�

$GLYDVLV�,QGLJHQRXV�3HRSOHV�7ULEDOV��ZKLOH����SHU�FHQW�DUH�'DOLWV�6FKHGXOHG�&DVWHV��ZLWK�RQO\�RQH�WKLUG�DPRQJVW�WKHP�

receiving resettlement.59

The Forest Department in Anamalai Tiger Reserve, in December 2021, demolished 23 houses belonging to the 
bÖùÖũ�ŶũĢðÖķ�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶƘ̍��zƧóĢÖķŭ�Öķķāėāù�ŶĞÖŶ�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ƒāũā�āũāóŶĢłė�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ŋł�ķÖłù�łŋŶ�āÖũĿÖũĴāù�ĕŋũ�ŶĞāĿ�
in Theppakulmedu. However, families claimed that they were constructing houses on land for which the state 
government had allotted them patta (titles) after two years of struggle. 60

Rł�'āķĞĢ̪ŭ�ÂÖơĢũÖðÖù�!ŋķŋłƘ̇�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ðāķŋłėĢłė�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā��óĞāùŽķāù�!ÖŭŶā̇��óĞāùŽķāù�¦ũĢðā�Öłù�zŶĞāũ��ÖóĴƒÖũù�
!ķÖŭŭāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ŭŽƦāũāù�ĿŽķŶĢťķā�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ̇�ĢłóķŽùĢłė�Ģł�ˑˏˑː̍�DÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĞÖù�ðāāł�ķĢƑĢłė�Ģł�ŶĞā�ÖũāÖ�ĕŋũ�ŋƑāũ�˔ˏ�
years on the land they claim was allotted to them by the erstwhile Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi under 
ŶĞā�ˑˏ̟ťŋĢłŶ�ťũŋėũÖĿĿā�Ģł�ː˘˖˔̍�'ŽũĢłė�ŶĞā�āƑĢóŶĢŋł̇�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Öķķāėāù�ŶĞÖŶ�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢóā�ĿĢŭðāĞÖƑāù�
and manhandled people, including women.61

Members of the Gadia Lohar community in Delhi continue to live under the persistent threat of being evicted. 
Dŋũ�ĢłŭŶÖłóā̇�Ģł�'āóāĿðāũ�ˑˏˑː̇�ùāŭťĢŶā�ŶĞā�ðĢŶŶāũ�óŋķù�Öłù�ŶĞā�ŶĞũāÖŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�zĿĢóũŋł�ƑÖũĢÖłŶ̇�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā

���,PSDFW�RQ�'DOLWV��$GLYDVLV��DQG�RWKHU�KLVWRULFDOO\�PDUJLQDOL]HG������

Primary research by HLRN reveals that of the total 158 cases of eviction documented in the year 2021, in 
˓˓� ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ� ̛ˑ˗�ťāũ� óāłŶ̜� ŶĞā�ťāŋťķā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ðāķŋłė� Ŷŋ�ĿÖũėĢłÖķĢơāù�ėũŋŽťŭ̇� ĢłóķŽùĢłė��óĞāùŽķāù�!ÖŭŶāŭ̇�
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, nomadic communities, migrant workers, and Muslims, including 
in Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Rajasthan.

The data on eviction of historically marginalized communities is a conservative estimate as these are based 
on cases known to HLRN.  Of the total recorded cases, HLRN was able to obtain information from 44 sites 
ũāėÖũùĢłė�ŶĞā�óÖŭŶā̇�ũāķĢėĢŋł̇�Öłù�ĢùāłŶĢŶĢāŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍�¦Ğā�łŽĿðāũŭ�óŋŽķù�ĞÖƑā�ðāāł�ĞĢėĞāũ�Öŭ�
many such cases go unreported and in most of the cases where media reports do cover the impacts of forced 
eviction and displacement on vulnerable groups due to various reasons, they lack adequate information and 
āŭŶĢĿÖŶāŭ�ŋł�ŶĞā�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ťāŋťķā�ÖƦāóŶāù�Öłù�ŶĞāĢũ�ĢùāłŶĢŶĢāŭ̍

For example, the majority of those evicted from several locations in Assam in 2021 were Muslims; in Bihar, 
people evicted from under the Chitkohara bridge in Patna belong to the Scheduled Caste (Nat) community; in 
the Khandwa district of Madhya Pradesh, persons comprising the Scheduled Tribe community were evicted 
in Negaon-Jamniya; in most of the cases of eviction recorded in Odisha in 2021, people belonging to the 
�óĞāùŽķāù�!ÖŭŶā�Öłù��óĞāùŽķāù�¦ũĢðā�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ�ƒāũā�ÖƦāóŶāù̒�Ģł��ÖıÖŭŶĞÖł̪ŭ�ÁĢùĞƘÖùĞÖũ�pÖėÖũ�Ģł�`ÖĢťŽũ̇�
evicted families comprise members of the nomadic tribes, including the Banjaras and Sansis; in May 2021, 
ĕŋũāŭŶ�ŋƧóĢÖķŭ�Ģł��ĞŋťĢÖł�ùĢŭŶũĢóŶ�āƑĢóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�FŽııÖũ�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶƘ�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̍55

¦Ğā�NÖũƘÖłÖ��ĞÖĞÖũĢ�ÁĢĴÖŭ��ũÖùĞĢĴÖũÖł�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�˒˔ˏ�ĞŋĿāŭ̇�ĿŋŭŶķƘ�ũāŭĢùāù�ðƘ�łŋĿÖùĢó�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̇�Ģł��āóŶŋũ�
9, Gurugram, in March 2021, to vacate its land for the construction of a school.56

The Revenue Department in Puttur, Karnataka, evicted a Dalit family living near Darbethadka school, in 
July 2021. The head of the family, who was away working when his house was razed, attempted suicide by 
consuming poison.57

Rł�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ƑĢķķÖėāŭ�Ģł�bÖũłÖŶÖĴÖ̇�ÖƦāóŶāù�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̇�ĿŋŭŶķƘ�'ÖķĢŶŭ̇�ťÖŭŶŋũÖķĢŭŶŭ�Öłù�ĕÖũĿāũŭ̇�ũāŭĢŭŶāù�ŶĞā�ĿŋƑā�
of the Bangalore Development Authority to evict them from their land and houses where they had been residing 
for over 100 years.58

FRPPXQLWLHV
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�ŽðķĢó�ÂŋũĴŭ�'āťÖũŶĿāłŶ�ŶĞũāÖŶāłāù�Ŷŋ�āƑĢóŶ�˒˒�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�FÖùĢÖ�dŋĞÖũ�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶƘ�ķĢƑĢłė�Ģł��ơÖùťŽũ̍62 
ÂĢŶĞ�ŶĞā�ŭŽťťŋũŶ�ŋĕ�ťÖũŶłāũŭ̇�Nd�p�ƒÖŭ�Öðķā�Ŷŋ�ťũāƑāłŶ�ŶĞā�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ĞŋĿāŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶ�ðƘ�ŋðŶÖĢłĢłė�
Ö�ŭŶÖƘ�ŋũùāũ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�NĢėĞ�!ŋŽũŶ�ŋĕ�'āķĞĢ�̛̙Â̍�̍�̛!̜�ː˔ˏˏː̓ˑˏˑː̜�Öłù�!m����d̍˓˖˒˒˒̓ˑˏˑː̍̚�

Forced eviction of historically marginalized communities in 2021 were carried out for various reasons, including 
ĕŋũ�ũāĿŋƑÖķ�ŋĕ�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̇�ĢłĕũÖŭŶũŽóŶŽũā�ùāƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̇�Öłù�āłƑĢũŋłĿāłŶ�Öłù�ƒĢķùķĢĕā�óŋłŭāũƑÖŶĢŋł̍�¦Ğā�
chart below shows instances, in per cent, of eviction of low-income and vulnerable communities (SCs/STs/
OBCs, nomadic groups, and Muslims) under various guises by state authorities in India in 2021.

���,QDGHTXDWH�DQG�GHOD\HG�UHVHWWOHPHQW

Research by HLRN indicates that the vast majority of those evicted in 2021 have not been resettled by the state. 
Resettlement/partial resettlement/some compensation was provided in only 41 per cent of the documented 
cases of eviction in 2021 for which information is available.

Of the 158 incidents of forced eviction recorded in 2021, information on resettlement is available for only 85 
incidents. Of these, the state provided some form of resettlement/alternative housing in only 21 (or 24.70 per 
óāłŶ̜�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ŭĢŶāŭ̒�ťÖũŶĢÖķ�ũāŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶ�Ģł�ŭāƑāł�̛˗̍ˑ˓�ťāũ�óāłŶ̜�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭĢŶāŭ̒�Öłù̇�ŭŋĿā�óŋĿťāłŭÖŶĢŋł�Ģł�
only seven (8.24 per cent) of the sites. pŋ�ũāŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶ�ƒÖŭ�ťũŋƑĢùāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�ŭŶÖŶā�Ŷŋ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ�Ģł�˔˗̍˗ˑ�
per cent of the cases of eviction in 2021 for which information is available. 

81�%DVLF�3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�*XLGHOLQHV�RQ�'HYHORSPHQW�EDVHG�(YLFWLRQV�DQG�'LVSODFHPHQW

16. All persons, groups and communities have the right to resettlement, which includes the right to alternative land 

RI�EHWWHU�RU�HTXDO�TXDOLW\�DQG�KRXVLQJ�WKDW�PXVW�VDWLVI\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FULWHULD�IRU�DGHTXDF\��DFFHVVLELOLW\��DIIRUGDELOLW\��

KDELWDELOLW\��VHFXULW\�RI�WHQXUH��FXOWXUDO�DGHTXDF\��VXLWDELOLW\�RI�ORFDWLRQ��DQG�DFFHVV�WR�HVVHQWLDO�VHUYLFHV�VXFK�DV�KHDOWK�

and education. 

���� 7KH� *RYHUQPHQW� DQG� DQ\� RWKHU� SDUWLHV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� SURYLGLQJ� MXVW� FRPSHQVDWLRQ� DQG� VXI˼FLHQW� DOWHUQDWLYH�

DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��RU�UHVWLWXWLRQ�ZKHQ�IHDVLEOH��PXVW�GR�VR�LPPHGLDWHO\�XSRQ�WKH�HYLFWLRQż�>HPSKDVLV�DGGHG@�

'HOD\HG�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�RI�(YLFWHG�)DPLOLHV�LQ�'HOKL

,Q� VHYHUDO� LQVWDQFHV�RI�GHPROLWLRQV� LQ�'HOKL�� HYLFWHG� IDPLOLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ� IRU� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� IRU� VHYHUDO�\HDUV��

,Q�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�FDVHV��WKH�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�RUGHUHG�E\�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�RI�'HOKL�DQG�WKH�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�SDLG�IRU�

DOWHUQDWLYH�KRXVLQJ��RIWHQ�E\�WDNLQJ�SHUVRQDO� ORDQV�DW�KLJK�LQWHUHVW�UDWHV��)RU�H[DPSOH�� LQ�.LGZDL�1DJDU��DURXQG�����

DIIHFWHG�SHUVRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�DOORWPHQW�RI�DOWHUQDWLYH�˾ DWV�VLQFH������GHVSLWH�WKH�GLUHFWLRQV�IURP�WKH�+LJK�

Court of Delhi in Mathura Prasad v. South Delhi Municipal Corporation >:�3��&�����������@��,Q�WKH�SURFHHGLQJV��WKH�'HOKL�

8UEDQ�6KHOWHU�,PSURYHPHQW�%RDUG�DYHUUHG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�UHVWUDLQHG�IURP�DOORWWLQJ�KRXVHV��GXH�WR�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�&HQWUDO�*RYHUQPHQWŴV�$IIRUGDEOH�5HQWDO�+RXVLQJ�&RPSOH[�VXE�VFKHPH�XQGHU�WKH�3UDGKDQ�0DQWUL�$ZDV�<RMDQD��

6LPLODUO\��LQ�*RO�0DUNHW��DURXQG����IDPLOLHV�ZKR�ZHUH�HYLFWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�D�GHFDGH�DJR�LQ������KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�

UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�GHVSLWH�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�GLUHFWLQJ�WKH�VDPH��:LWK�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�ODFN�RI�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQPHQWV�

and overlapping implementation of schemes for the poor, the evicted families in Delhi are forced to languish in inadequate 

OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��ZDLWLQJ�WR�EH�UHKDELOLWDWHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH�

���/DFN�RI�GXH�SURFHVV�DQG�PXOWLSOH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV

In all reported incidents of eviction and demolition of homes in 2021, there has been no or minimal 
compliance with human rights safeguards and guidelines, including the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines 
ŋł�'āƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̟ðÖŭāù�1ƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�'ĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ63 and the pandemic-related guidance notes of UN Special 
Rapporteurs.64 
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81�%DVLF�3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�*XLGHOLQHV�RQ�'HYHORSPHQW�EDVHG�(YLFWLRQV�DQG�'LVSODFHPHQW 

����3HUVRQV��JURXSV�RU�FRPPXQLWLHV�DIIHFWHG�E\�DQ�HYLFWLRQ�VKRXOG�QRW�VXIIHU�GHWULPHQW�WR�WKHLU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��LQFOXGLQJ�

their right to the progressive realization of the right to adequate housing.

¦Ğā�łŋł̟ÖùĞāũāłóā�Ŷŋ�ùŽā�ťũŋóāŭŭ�łŋũĿŭ̇�ũāťŋũŶāùķƘ̇�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�ùāÖŶĞ�ŋĕ�Ö�ťāũŭŋł�ÖĕŶāũ�ŭŽƦāũĢłė�Ö�ĕÖŶÖķ�
injury during a demolition drive in Nerul, Maharashtra in October 2021. The person was asleep in his house 
when the demolition was undertaken. The residents alleged that the civic body failed to ensure no was inside 
their houses during the removal process.65

The evictions have also violated multiple human rights, including, the human right to adequate housing, the 
right to legal remedy, the fundamental right to education of children, the right to safety and security, the right 
to health, and the right to life, among others.  

State authorities have also disregarded key international human rights standards and guidelines related to 
ŶĞā�ũĢėĞŶ�Ŷŋ�ĞŋŽŭĢłė̇�Öłù�ðũāÖóĞāù�RłùĢÖ̪ŭ�ŶũāÖŶƘ�ŋðķĢėÖŶĢŋłŭ�Žłùāũ̇�inter alia, the International Covenant on 
1óŋłŋĿĢó̇��ŋóĢÖķ�Öłù�!ŽķŶŽũÖķ��ĢėĞŶŭ̒�ŶĞā�RłŶāũłÖŶĢŋłÖķ�!ŋƑāłÖłŶ�ŋł�!ĢƑĢķ�Öłù��ŋķĢŶĢóÖķ��ĢėĞŶŭ̒�ŶĞā�!ŋłƑāłŶĢŋł�
ŋł�ŶĞā��ĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�!ĞĢķù̒�ŶĞā�!ŋłƑāłŶĢŋł�ŋł�ŶĞā�1ķĢĿĢłÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ��ķķ�DŋũĿŭ�ŋĕ�'ĢŭóũĢĿĢłÖŶĢŋł�ÖėÖĢłŭŶ�ÂŋĿāł̒�
ŶĞā�RłŶāũłÖŶĢŋłÖķ�!ŋłƑāłŶĢŋł�ŋł�ŶĞā�1ķĢĿĢłÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ��ķķ�DŋũĿŭ�ŋĕ��ÖóĢÖķ�'ĢŭóũĢĿĢłÖŶĢŋł̒�Öłù�ŶĞā�!ŋłƑāłŶĢŋł�ŋł�
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, by carrying out the evictions. 

(YLFWLRQV�GXH�WR�FRXUW�RUGHUV�LQ�����
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���/RVV�RI�+RXVLQJ�IURP�)LUH�DQG�$UVRQ�LQ�����

mŽķŶĢťķā� óÖŭāŭ�ŋĕ�Ʃũā� Ģł� ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā� ̨ĢłĕŋũĿÖķ̪� ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ�ƒāũā� ũāťŋũŶāù� ĕũŋĿ�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ťÖũŶŭ�ŋĕ� RłùĢÖ� Ģł�
ˑˏˑː̍�¦Ğāŭā�Ʃũāŭ�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�ƒĢùāŭťũāÖù�ùāŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ̇�ėŽŶŶĢłė�ùŋƒł�ŭŋĿā�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ̇�Öŭ�ƒāķķ�
Öŭ�ùāÖŶĞŭ̍��ŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ťũāóāùĢłė�ƘāÖũŭ̇�Ģł�ĿŋŭŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óÖŭāŭ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː̇�ŶĞā�ũāÖŭŋłŭ�ÖŶŶũĢðŽŶāù�Ŷŋ�Ʃũā�Öłù�ũāŭŽķŶĢłė�
housing loss include short-circuiting of wiring and gas cylinder blasts. Climate change and the consequent 
ũĢŭā�Ģł�ŶāĿťāũÖŶŽũā�ĞÖƑā�Öķŭŋ�ðāāł�óĢŶāù�Öŭ�Ö�ũāÖŭŋł�ĕŋũ�Ʃũā�Ģł�ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ̍�Rł�ĿÖıŋũĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�ũāťŋũŶāù�
ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ̇�ĞŋƒāƑāũ̇�ŶĞā�āƗÖóŶ�óÖŽŭā�ŋĕ�Ʃũā�óŋŽķù�łŋŶ�ðā�ÖŭóāũŶÖĢłāù̍�

In the year 2021, HLRN recorded the loss of ŋƑāũ�˒̇˘ˏˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ŋĕ�ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Ŷŋ�Ʃũā̇�ƒĞĢóĞ�ÖƦāóŶāù�
at least 16,430 people Ģł�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ̍�¦ĞĢŭ�ùÖŶÖ�ŋłķƘ�ũāƪāóŶŭ�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�Ĵłŋƒł�Ŷŋ�Nd�p̍�¦Ğā�
ÖóŶŽÖķ�łŽĿðāũ�óŋŽķù�ðā�ĿŽóĞ�ĞĢėĞāũ�Öŭ�ĿÖłƘ�ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�Ʃũā�Öũā�łŋŶ�ũāťŋũŶāù̍

Rł�'āķĞĢ̇�ðāŶƒāāł�`ÖłŽÖũƘ�Öłù�pŋƑāĿðāũ�ˑˏˑː̇�Nd�p�ũāóŋũùāù�ŭāƑāũÖķ�óÖŭāŭ�ŋĕ�Ʃũā�Ģł�ĢłĕŋũĿÖķ�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ̇�
ũāŭŽķŶĢłė�Ģł�ŶĞā�ùāŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ĞŋĿāŭ�Öłù�ķŋŭŭ�ŋĕ�ðāķŋłėĢłėŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ̍�Dŋũ�āƗÖĿťķā̇�Ʃũā�ùāŭŶũŋƘāù�˓˔�
ĞŋŽŭāŭ̇�ĿŋŭŶķƘ�ŋĕ�ũÖė�ťĢóĴāũŭ̇�Ģł�pāð��ÖũÖĢ̪ŭ�bŽĿĞÖũ�ðÖŭŶĢ�Ģł�pŋƑāĿðāũ̍�DÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ũāóŋłŭŶũŽóŶāù�ŶĞāĢũ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�
with help received from civil society.66 In June, over 50 houses of Rohingyas living in a refugee camp in Kalindi 
bŽłı�ƒāũā�ũāùŽóāù�Ŷŋ�ũŽððķā�ùŽā�Ŷŋ�Ʃũā̍67 Six members of a family, including a three-month-old child, died 
Ģł�Ö�Ʃũā�ĢłóĢùāłŶ�Ģł�ÁÖķĿĢĴĢ�!ŋķŋłƘ�Ģł��ĢıƒÖŭÖł̇�ƒĞĢóĞ�ùāŭŶũŋƘāù�ŶĞũāā�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ģł��ťũĢķ̍�Rł�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�ĿŋłŶĞ̇�˔ˏ�
ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ķŋŭŶ�ŶĞāĢũ�ĞŋĿāŭ�Ŷŋ�Ö�Ʃũā�Ģł�`ÖĿĢÖ�pÖėÖũ̇68 and 30 houses were destroyed in Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Camp.69�Rł��ťũĢķ̇�Ö�ƩƑā̟ƘāÖũ̟ŋķù�óĞĢķù�ķŋŭŶ�ĞĢŭ�ķĢĕā�ƒĞāł�Ʃũā�āłėŽķĕāù�ˑ˓�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ģł��āłėÖķĢ��ÖŭŶĢ�Ģł��ŋĞĢłĢ̍70 A 
Ʃũā�ðũŋĴā�ŋŽŶ�Ģł��ÖƒÖłÖ�``�!ŋķŋłƘ�ũÖơĢłė�˕ˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�Ģł�mÖũóĞ̍71�Rł�ŶĞā��ÖłėťŽũĢ�ÖũāÖ�Ģł�ÁÖŭÖłŶ�bŽłı̇�ː˓�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�
were gutted in March.72 About 22 houses in Sanjay Colony in Okhla Phase II were burnt to ashes in February 
2021.73

NÖũƘÖłÖ�ƒĢŶłāŭŭāù�ŭāƑāũÖķ�óÖŭāŭ�ŋĕ�Ʃũā�ĢłóĢùāłŶ�Ģł�ĢłĕŋũĿÖķ�ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ�ðāŶƒāāł��ťũĢķ�Öłù�'āóāĿðāũ�ˑˏˑː̍�
Dŋũ�āƗÖĿťķā̇�˖ˏˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�ŋĕ�ùÖĢķƘ̟ƒÖėā�ķÖðŋŽũāũŭ�ƒāũā�ũāùŽóāù�Ŷŋ�ÖŭĞāŭ�ƒĞāł�Ö�Ʃũā�ðũŋĴā�ŋŽŶ�Ģł�pÖŶĞŽťŽũ�
ÁĢķķÖėā�Ģł�FŽũŽėũÖĿ�Ģł��ťũĢķ�ˑˏˑː̇�ũāłùāũĢłė�ÖðŋŽŶ�ː̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā�ĞŋĿāķāŭŭ̍�74 In the same month, 100 houses 
ƒāũā� ũÖơāù�ùŋƒł� Ģł�pÖĞÖũťŽũ�bÖŭÖł� Ģł�mÖłāŭÖũ̍�¦Ğā�ÖƦāóŶāù� ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�Öũā�ĿŋŭŶķƘ� ŭóũÖť�ùāÖķāũŭ�Öłù�ƒÖŭŶā�
collectors.75��ķŭŋ�Ģł��ťũĢķ�ˑˏˑː̇�Ģł�ÂÖơĢũÖðÖù�ÁĢķķÖėā�Ģł��āóŶŋũ�˔ˑ̇�Ö�ĿÖŭŭĢƑā�Ʃũā�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�ùāŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�
about 50 houses and shops.76�Rł�'āóāĿðāũ̇�Ö�Ʃũā�ðũŋĴā�ŋŽŶ�Ģł�DāũŋơāťŽũ�pÖĿÖĴ�ÁĢķķÖėā�Ģł�pŽĞ�ùĢŭŶũĢóŶ̇�ėŽŶŶĢłė�
32 houses of Rohingyas.77

'ŽũĢłė� ŶĞā� óŋŽũŭā� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ƘāÖũ̇� Nd�p� Öķŭŋ� ùŋóŽĿāłŶāù� Ʃũā� ĢłóĢùāłŶŭ� Ģł� ĢłĕŋũĿÖķ� ŭāŶŶķāĿāłŶŭ� Ģł�ĿŽķŶĢťķā�
states across the country, including in Andhra Pradesh78, Assam79, Bihar80, Gujarat81, Jammu and Kashmir8283, 
Punjab84,Odisha85, Uttar Pradesh86, and Uttarakhand87.

*XWWHG�KRPHV��%DZDQD��'HOKL
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���7KUHDW�RI�HYLFWLRQ�DQG�GLVSODFHPHQW

Housing and Land Rights Network has estimated that about 15 million (1.50 crore) people continue to live 
under the impending threats of eviction and displacement in the country. This is a conservative estimate 
based on the available data we have collected till April 2022. 

In 2021, HLRN has documented at least 220 cases of imminent threats of eviction. Across the country, several 
families are living under the fear and uncertainty of being evicted and losing their homes for various reasons, 
ĢłóķŽùĢłė� āłƑĢũŋłĿāłŶÖķ� Öłù� ƒĢķùķĢĕā� ťũŋŶāóŶĢŋł̇� ũāĿŋƑÖķ� ŋĕ� ̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪� ĕũŋĿ� ũÖĢķƒÖƘŭ� ķÖłù̇� Öłù�
infrastructure development. 

2I�WKH�GRFXPHQWHG�LQVWDQFHV�RI�LPPLQHQW�WKUHDW�RI�HYLFWLRQV��WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�LQVWDQFHV�ű����SHU�FHQW�DUH�IRU�

LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�UHODWHG� SURMHFWV�� ��� SHU� FHQW� IRU� ŶVOXP� FOHDUDQFHŷ� DQG� UHPRYDO� RI� ŶHQFURDFKPHQWVŷ�� ��� SHU� FHQW� IRU�

environment, forest, and wildlife conservation, and 5 per cent for disaster management, among other reasons.

Post-Covid economic recovery plans of the Indian government have already resulted in the creation of ‘land 
ðÖłĴŭ̪�ĕŋũ�ĢłùŽŭŶũĢāŭ̇88 easing of land acquisition procedures in several states89, and dilution of environmental 
laws.90 The push for infrastructure projects could lead to a greater rise in the number of evictions in the coming 
years.

Some of the prominent threats of eviction include inter alia�ŶĞā�ĕŋķķŋƒĢłė̆

• �ðŋŽŶ� ːːˏ̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā� Ģł�ˑ˖˒�ƑĢķķÖėāŭ� ĕÖķķĢłė� Ģł� ̨óŋũā̪� ÖũāÖŭ� ĢłŭĢùā�ˑ˗� ŶĢėāũ� ũāŭāũƑāŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā� óŋŽłŶũƘ� ĕÖóā�
eviction threats for tiger conservation;

• An estimated 40,000 houses will be removed in several villages in Chitrakoot district of Uttar Pradesh for 
the protection of forestland;

• �ũŋŽłù�˓̇˔ˏˏ�ĞŋŽŭāŭ�̛ː˕̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā̜�Ģł�FÖĕŽũ�!ŋķŋłƘ�Ģł�ŶŶÖũÖĴĞÖłù̪ŭ�NÖķùƒÖłĢ�ĿÖƘ�ðā�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāù�ðƘ�
the Indian Railways for clearance of its land;

• Construction of the Rishikesh-Karnaprayag Railway line will result in the displacement of at least 1,100 
families in Pauri Garhwal in Uttarakhand;

• Rł� 'ĞĢłĴĢÖ� ÁĢķķÖėā� ŋĕ� zùĢŭĞÖ̪ŭ� `ÖėÖŶŭĢłėĞťŽũ̇� ˑ˔̇ˏˏˏ� ťāŋťķā� ĕÖóā� ŶĞā� ŶĞũāÖŶ� ŋĕ� āƑĢóŶĢŋł� ùŽā� Ŷŋ� ŶĞā�
óŋłŭŶũŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ː˒̍ˑ�m¦���`�Â�ŶĴÖķ��Ŷāāķ��ķÖłŶ̒

• Asian Development Bank sponsored Asian Highway construction in Manipur will result in the displacement 
of 2,080 families (8,320 people);

• �Ŷ�ķāÖŭŶ�ˑ˗˓�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�̛ː̇˒˕˒�ťāŋťķā̜�óŋŽķù�ðā�āƑĢóŶāù�Ģł�zùĢŭĞÖ̪ŭ��ÖŶũÖťÖķķĢ�ùŽā�Ŷŋ�óŋÖķ�ĿĢłĢłė̒

• Over 13,000 houses along railway tracks in Mumbai will be removed to follow the direction of the Supreme 
!ŋŽũŶ�ŋĕ�RłùĢÖ�Ŷŋ�ũāĿŋƑā�̨āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̪̒

• At least 900 people face the prospect of eviction due to the widening of National Highways 66 in Kerala;

• ¦Ğā��ŽũŽ�RũũĢėÖŶĢŋł��ũŋıāóŶ�Ģł�`ĞÖũĴĞÖłù̪ŭ��āũÖĢĴāķÖ�bĞÖũŭÖƒÖł�ƒŋŽķù�ùĢŭťķÖóā�˖̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā̒�Öłù̇

• Around 10,000 people are likely to be displaced due to gold mining in Sonakhan village in Chhattisgarh 



36 Housing and Land Rights Network

These are just a few cases of eviction threats that HLRN has recorded till April 2022. The aforementioned cases 
ũāƪāóŶ�ŶĞā�óŋłŶĢłŽĢłė�Öłù�ťāũŭĢŭŶāłŶ�ĕāÖũ�ŋĕ�ŶĞŋŽŭÖłùŭ�ŋĕ�ťāũŭŋłŭ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ̍�Rł�ÖùùĢŶĢŋł�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ĕāÖũ�
ŋĕ�ķŋŭĢłė�ŶĞāĢũ�ĞŋĿāŭ̇�ķĢƑĢłė�Žłùāũ�ŶĞā�ŶĞũāÖŶ�ŋĕ�ðāĢłė�āƑĢóŶāù�ÖùƑāũŭāķƘ�ÖƦāóŶŭ�ŶĞāĢũ�ķĢƑāķĢĞŋŋùŭ̇�ŭāóŽũĢŶƘ̇�Öłù�
severely impacts their mental and physical well-being.

“Yeh banana chaahte hain park, taaki inke 10-10 lakh rupay ke kutte yaha ghum sakeŷ�

7KH\�ZDQW�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�UHFUHDWLRQDO�SDUN�KHUH�IRU�WKHLU�H[SHQVLYH�GRJV�WR�ZDON�DURXQG�

- 5HVLGHQW�RI�1DOD�&DPS��5DQJSXUL�3DKDGL��'HOKL��WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�LV�XQGHU�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�EHLQJ�HYLFWHG�WR�implement the 

RUGHU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�*UHHQ�7ULEXQDO�>2�$���������@�WR�UHPRYH�ųHQFURDFKPHQWV�IURP�IRUHVW�DUHD�

'LVWULEXWLRQ�RI�HYLFWLRQ�WKUHDWV�DFURVV�,QGLD
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���'LVSODFHPHQW�IURP�GLVDVWHUV�DQG�FRQ˾LFW�LQ�����

In the face of climate change and its impacts, people continue to be displaced by natural disasters. Internal 
óŋłƪĢóŶŭ�Öłù�óĢƑĢķ�ŭŶũĢĕā�ũāĿÖĢł�ƘāŶ�ÖłŋŶĞāũ�óÖŽŭā�ĕŋũ�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ�ðāĢłė�ùĢŭťķÖóāù̍�

According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), about 60 million people, including 25.2 
million children under the age of 18, were internally displaced worldwide as a result of natural disasters and 
óŋłƪĢóŶŭ� Ģł�ˑˏˑː̍�¦Ğā�āóŋłŋĿĢó�óŋŭŶ�ŋĕ� ĢłŶāũłÖķ�ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː�ĞÖŭ�ðāāł�āŭŶĢĿÖŶāù�ÖŶ�ÖũŋŽłù��'�ˑː�
billion.91 

It is estimated that 4.9 million people (4,903,000) were displaced on account of natural disasters, including 
óƘóķŋłāŭ̇� ƪŋŋùŭ̇� Öłù�Ŀŋłŭŋŋł� ũÖĢłŭ� Ģł� RłùĢÖ� Ģł� ˑˏˑː̍� NāÖƑƘ� ũÖĢłŭ� Ģł� bāũÖķÖ̇� Ģł� zóŶŋðāũ� ˑˏˑː̇� ķāù� Ŷŋ� ŶĞā�
āƑÖóŽÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ː˓̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā̍�Rł�pŋƑāĿðāũ�ˑˏˑː̇�ĞāÖƑƘ�ũÖĢłŭ�Öłù�ƪŋŋùŭ�óÖŽŭāù�ŶĞā�ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�ŋĕ�˓ːː̇ˏˏˏ�
people in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. In 2021, nearly 2.5 million people in three states 
̞��łùĞũÖ��ũÖùāŭĞ̇�FŽıÖũÖŶ̇�Öłù�zùĢŭĞÖ�ƒāũā�ùĢŭťķÖóāù�ùŽā�Ŷŋ�óƘóķŋłāŭ̝¦ÖŽĴŶÖā̇�ÈÖÖŭ̇�Öłù�FŽķÖð̍92

Many of the displacements were pre-emptive evacuations. As also documented by IDMC in its previous report, 
ŶĞā�āƗŶāłŶ�ŋĕ�ĞŋŽŭĢłė�ùÖĿÖėā�ĕũŋĿ�ùĢŭÖŭŶāũŭ�ŭŽėėāŭŶŭ�ŶĞÖŶ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāŋťķā�óŋŽķù�ĕÖóā�ŶĞā�ťũŋŭťāóŶ�ŋĕ�ťũŋŶũÖóŶāù�
displacement.93

RłóĢùāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�óŋłƪĢóŶ�Öłù�ƑĢŋķāłóā�ķāù�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�ŋĕ�ː˒̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā�Ģł�RłùĢÖ�Ģł�ˑˏˑː̍��ŋŭŶ̟ťŋķķ�ƑĢŋķāłóā�
Ģł�ÂāŭŶ��āłėÖķ�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�ùĢŭťķÖóāĿāłŶ�ŋĕ�ŋƑāũ�ːː̇ˏˏˏ�ťāŋťķā�Ģł�mÖƘ�ˑˏˑː̍

As of December 2021, India was estimated to have 22,000 people internally displaced due to natural disasters, 
Öłù�˔ˏ˕̇ˏˏˏ�ĢłŶāũłÖķķƘ�ùĢŭťķÖóāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ�Öŭ�Ö�ũāŭŽķŶ�ŋĕ�óŋłƪĢóŶ�Öłù�ƑĢŋķāłóā̍94
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Housing and Land Rights Network has consistently stood against the practice of forced evictions. Given 
the persistent occurrence of forced evictions across India without any accountability, Housing and 

Land Rights Network would like to propose the following recommendations�̝ƒĞĢóĞ�Öũā�ðÖŭāù�ŋł�Öłù� Ģł�
óŋĿťķĢÖłóā�ƒĢŶĞ� ĢłŶāũłÖŶĢŋłÖķ�ĞŽĿÖł�ũĢėĞŶŭ�ŭŶÖłùÖũùŭ�Öłù�łŋũĿŭ̝ĕŋũ� ĢĿĿāùĢÖŶā� ĢĿťķāĿāłŶÖŶĢŋł̇�to the 
Indian government – at the central, state, and local levels.

• Impose an immediate national moratorium on forced evictions and home demolitions. Housing and Land 
Rights Network has been calling for a moratorium on evictions in India for several years. This was also a 
recommendation of the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, in her 2017 report on her mission to 
India.95

• Strictly ensure that demolitions are not used by state authorities against communities as a means of 
meting out summary justice or punishment.� ¦Ğā� ťũÖóŶĢóā� ŋĕ� ̨ťŽłĢŶĢƑā� ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋł̪� ùĢŭťũŋťŋũŶĢŋłÖŶāķƘ�
targets low-income communities who are already marginalized and violates all due process norms 
and established national and international human rights laws and standards. The state must strongly 
óŋłùāĿł�ÖłƘ�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�ƒĞĢóĞ�Öũā�óÖũũĢāù�ŋŽŶ�Ŷŋ�ĢłŭŶĢķ�ĕāÖũ�Öłù�ĢłŭāóŽũĢŶƘ�ÖĿŋłė�ŭťāóĢƩó�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ�Öłù�
individuals.

• Follow due process and ensure that the free, prior, and informed consent�ŋĕ�Öķķ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ�Ģŭ�ŶÖĴāł�
ðāĕŋũā�ÖłƘ�āƑĢóŶĢŋł̓�ũāķŋóÖŶĢŋł̓ũāùāƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̓Ģł�ŭĢŶŽ�ŽťėũÖùĢłė�ťũŋıāóŶ�Ģŭ�ƩłÖķĢơāù̍�

• Urgently provide alternative accommodation to all evicted families who have been waiting for 
ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶĢŋł�ĕŋũ�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ƘāÖũŭ̍�1łŭŽũā�ŶĞÖŶ�ŶĞā�ĢĿťķāĿāłŶÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ�ŭóĞāĿāŭ̇� ĢłóķŽùĢłė�ŶĞā�
�ƦŋũùÖðķā��āłŶÖķ�NŋŽŭĢłė�!ŋĿťķāƗ�̛�N�!̜̇�ùŋāŭ�łŋŶ�ùĢŭũŽťŶ�āƗĢŭŶĢłė�ťķÖłŭ�Ŷŋ�ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶā�ŶĞŋŭā�ÖƦāóŶāù�
by forced evictions in Delhi.

• Implement progressive court judgments upholding the human right to adequate housing. It is important 
to note that all state governments immediately implement court orders calling for evictions but do not 
ĢĿťķāĿāłŶ� ŋũùāũŭ� ÖĢĿāù� ÖŶ� ťũŋƑĢùĢłė� ũāķĢāĕ� Öłù� ũāĞÖðĢķĢŶÖŶĢŋł̍� ¦ĞĢŭ� ĞÖŭ� ðāāł� Ö� óŋłŭĢŭŶāłŶ� ƩłùĢłė� Ģł�
Nd�p̪ŭ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ŋł�ĕŋũóāù�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�ŭĢłóā�ˑˏː˔̍

• �ùŋťŶ�Ö�ťũŋŶŋóŋķ�ðÖŭāù�ŋł�ŶĞā�p��ÖŭĢó��ũĢłóĢťķāŭ�Öłù�FŽĢùāķĢłāŭ�ŋł�'āƑāķŋťĿāłŶ̟ðÖŭāù�1ƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�
Displacement,96 to ensure that relocation/eviction only takes place for ‘exceptional circumstances’ and 
óŋĿťķĢāŭ�ƒĢŶĞ�ùŽā�ťũŋóāŭŭ�ũāŨŽĢũāĿāłŶŭ�Öłù�ťũŋŶāóŶŭ�ĞŽĿÖł�ũĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍

81�%DVLF�3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�*XLGHOLQHV�RQ�'HYHORSPHQW�EDVHG�(YLFWLRQV�DQG�'LVSODFHPHQW

����6WDWHV�VKDOO�HQVXUH�WKDW�HYLFWLRQV�RQO\�RFFXU�LQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��(YLFWLRQV�UHTXLUH�IXOO�MXVWL˼FDWLRQ�JLYHQ�

WKHLU�DGYHUVH�LPSDFW�RQ�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��$Q\�HYLFWLRQ�PXVW�EH���D��DXWKRUL]HG�E\�

ODZ���E��FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�ODZ���F��XQGHUWDNHQ�VROHO\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�SURPRWLQJ�

WKH� JHQHUDO�ZHOIDUH�� �G�� UHDVRQDEOH� DQG� SURSRUWLRQDO�� �H�� UHJXODWHG� VR� DV� WR� HQVXUH� IXOO� DQG� IDLU� FRPSHQVDWLRQ� DQG�

UHKDELOLWDWLRQ��DQG��I��FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�SUHVHQW�JXLGHOLQHV��7KH�SURWHFWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�WKHVH�SURFHGXUDO�

UHTXLUHPHQWV�DSSOLHV�WR�DOO�YXOQHUDEOH�SHUVRQV�DQG�DIIHFWHG�JURXSV��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�KROG�WLWOH�WR�KRPH�DQG�

property under domestic law [emphasis Compile disaggregated data on evictions, home demolitions, displacement and 

UHVHWWOHPHQW�DFURVV�,QGLD��7KLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�SXEOLVKHG�DQG�UHJXODUO\�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��
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• Carry out human rights-based ‘eviction impact assessmentṡ̪97consistent with national and international 
ėŽĢùāķĢłāŭ̇�ťũĢŋũ�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ĢĿťķāĿāłŶÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ÖłƘ�ťũŋıāóŶ̍�1łŭŽũā�ŶĞÖŶ�ŶĞā�ùĢƦāũāłŶĢÖķ�ĢĿťÖóŶŭ�ŋĕ�āƑĢóŶĢŋłŭ�
and displacement on women, children, and marginalized groups are taken into account, including through 
the collection of disaggregated data. All social, eviction, and environmental impact assessment documents 
ŭĞŋŽķù�ðā�ĿÖùā�ťŽðķĢó̇�Öłù�ĿŽŭŶ�ðā�ŭĞÖũāù�ƒĢŶĞ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍�

• Recognize and uphold the human right to adequate housing,98 as guaranteed in international law99 and 
ÖƧũĿāù�ðƘ�ŋũùāũŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā��ŽťũāĿā�!ŋŽũŶ�ŋĕ�RłùĢÖ�Öłù�ŭŶÖŶā�NĢėĞ�!ŋŽũŶŭ̍�Develop a comprehensive housing 
policy aimed at providing durable solutions for adequate housing for all. This should include the adoption 
ŋĕ�Ö�̨NŋŽŭĢłė�DĢũŭŶ̪�ÖťťũŋÖóĞ�Ŷŋ�ťũĢŋũĢŶĢơā�ÖùāŨŽÖŶā�ĞŋŽŭĢłė�ĕŋũ�ĞŋĿāķāŭŭ�ťāũŭŋłŭ�Öłù�ŶĞā�ťũŋƑĢŭĢŋł�ŋĕ�
ķŋƒ̟óŋŭŶ�ĞŋŽŭĢłė�ŋťŶĢŋłŭ�Öķŋłė�Ö�̨ĞŋŽŭĢłė�óŋłŶĢłŽŽĿ̪̇�ĢłóķŽùĢłė�ĞŋŭŶāķŭ�ĕŋũ�ĿĢėũÖłŶ�ƒŋũĴāũŭ�Öłù�ŭĢłėķā�
homeless persons, collective housing arrangements, and social rental housing. In order to develop adequate 
policy response, states must conduct accurate surveys and collect disaggregated data on the number of 
migrant workers, homeless people, and others living without adequate housing. The ‘Guidelines for the 
RĿťķāĿāłŶÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā��ĢėĞŶ�Ŷŋ��ùāŨŽÖŶā�NŋŽŭĢłė̪100 developed by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right 
to Adequate Housing should be incorporated into state housing policies and implemented.

• Invest adequately in low-cost housing� ĕŋũ� ķŋƒ̟ĢłóŋĿā�ėũŋŽťŭ̇�ƒĢŶĞ�Ö� ĕŋóŽŭ�ŋł�ŭŋóĢÖķ�ĞŋŽŭĢłė̍�'āƩłā�
̨ÖƦŋũùÖðķā� ĞŋŽŭĢłė̪� ŋł� ŶĞā� ðÖŭĢŭ� ŋĕ� ĢłóŋĿā� Ŷŋ� ťũāƑāłŶ� ĢŶŭ�ĿĢŭŽŭā̍� �ũĢŋũĢŶĢơā� ťÖũŶĢóĢťÖŶŋũƘ� Öłù� ĞŽĿÖł�
rights-based in situ�̛ŋł�ŭĢŶā̜�ŽťėũÖùĢłė�ŋĕ�ĞŋŽŭĢłė�ŶĞÖŶ�ũāŭťāóŶŭ�ťāŋťķāŭ̪�ķĢƑāķĢĞŋŋùŭ�Öłù�óŽķŶŽũÖķ�łāāùŭ̍�
In areas where in situ upgrading is not possible, ensure that alternative housing/land is provided within 
ŶĞũāā� ĴĢķŋĿāŶũāŭ� ŋĕ� ťāŋťķā̪ŭ� ŋũĢėĢłÖķ� ťķÖóāŭ� ŋĕ�ĞÖðĢŶÖŶĢŋł̇� ÖĕŶāũ� óŋłŭŽķŶÖŶĢŋł�ƒĢŶĞ̇� Öłù� ŶĞā� óŋłŭāłŶ� ŋĕ̇�
ÖƦāóŶāù�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ̍

• 'āƩłā�‘public purpose’ adequately, consistent with human rights standards, to ensure that marginalized 
ĢłùĢƑĢùŽÖķŭ̇�ėũŋŽťŭ̇�Öłù�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ�Öũā�łŋŶ�ũŋŽŶĢłāķƘ�ùĢŭťķÖóāù�ĕŋũ�ťũŋıāóŶŭ�ŶĞÖŶ�ùŋ�łŋŶ�ðāłāƩŶ�ŶĞāĿ�ðŽŶ�
instead result in their chronic impoverishment and increased marginalization. 

• Recognize and uphold the right to land of urban and rural communities. Take immediate measures to 
provide security of tenure to all those living in conditions of insecurity in urban and rural areas, consistent 
with the requirement of international human rights instruments, including General Comment 4 of the UN 
!ŋĿĿĢŶŶāā�ŋł�1óŋłŋĿĢó̇��ŋóĢÖķ�Öłù�!ŽķŶŽũÖķ��ĢėĞŶŭ101, the UN Guiding Principles on Security of Tenure for 
the Urban Poor,102�Öłù�ŶĞā�p�'āóķÖũÖŶĢŋł�ŋł�ŶĞā��ĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ��āÖŭÖłŶŭ�Öłù�zŶĞāũ��āŋťķā�ÂŋũĴĢłė�Ģł��ŽũÖķ�
Areas.103 

• Incorporate a human rights and climate justice approach to implementing the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG), several of which relate to the need to improve housing and living conditions of the urban 
and rural poor. The indicators to monitor the Goals should be human rights-based and developed in 
consultation with independent experts and local communities.
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This report highlights the persistent crisis of forced evictions across rural and urban India, which is 
ťāũťāŶŽÖŶāù�̞�ƘāÖũ�ÖĕŶāũ�ƘāÖũ̇�ƒĢŶĞŋŽŶ�ùŽā�ťũŋóāŭŭ�Öłù�óŋłŭĢùāũÖŶĢŋł�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťŋťŽķÖŶĢŋłŭ̍�¦ĞĢŭ�

has continued despite the additional crises caused by the Covid-19 pandemic since 2020, thus compounding 
ŶĞā�ùĢƧóŽķŶĢāŭ�ŋĕ�ťāŋťķā̪ŭ� ķĢƑāŭ̍�zĕ�ėũāÖŶāũ�óŋłóāũł� Ģŭ� ŶĞā�Žŭā�ŋĕ�ùāĿŋķĢŶĢŋłŭ�Öóũŋŭŭ�ĿÖłƘ�ŭŶÖŶāŭ� Ŷŋ�ťŽłĢŭĞ�
people and further dispossess and disenfranchise certain communities.
̵
The practice of forced evictions not only constitutes a gross and severe violation of human rights, but also 
leads to the systemic destruction of homes, lives, and dreams of thousands of marginalized individuals, 
groups, and communities. Over the years, HLRN has also documented how forced evictions lead to an increase 
in homelessness and contravenes government policies and schemes intended to provide housing for all.
̵
Housing and Land Rights Network hopes that this report will help draw attention to the unending crisis of 
forced evictions and displacement, and that the recommendations presented above will be implemented 
immediately, in order to address this emergency situation and bring about justice and restoration of the human 
ũĢėĞŶŭ�ŋĕ�ĿĢķķĢŋłŭ�ŋĕ�ÖƦāóŶāù�ťāũŭŋłŭ̍
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ANNEXURE I
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ANNEXURE II

0$3�7:2��67$7(�:,6(�2&&855(1&(�2)�
EVICTIONS IN INDIA IN 2021
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ANNEXURE III

0$3�7+5((��67$7(�:,6(�',675,%87,21�2)�
(9,&7,21�7+5($76�,1�,1',$

1XPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�WKUHDWHQHG
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S 
No. 

STATE/ 
UNION 

TERRITORY 

DISTRICT/CITY SITE OF EVICTION MONTH PURPORTED 
REASON FOR THE 

EVICTION 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

HOUSES 
DEMOLISHED 

(FAMILIES 
AFFECTED) 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 

RESETTLEMENT 
PROVIDED 

1 Assam Assam-
Nagaland 

border 

Lahorijan block in 
Bokajan sub-

division 

December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

107  3000 Not known 

2 Assam Darrang Dholpur No. 1 
Village 

June  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYX�ѣ 

49 235 Not known 

3 Assam Sonitpur  Jamugurihat May Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYX�ѣ� 

25 120 Not known 

4 Assam Darrang  Sipajhar January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

45 216 Not known 

5 Bihar Patna Living under the 
Chitkohara foot 

overbridge  

September  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

300 1440 Not known 

6 Chandigarh Chandigarh Lambian Village, 
Sector 69 

February  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
structures  

60 288 Not known  

7 Delhi Delhi Lotus Temple 
Road, Kalkaji 

December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

140 672 No 

8 Delhi Delhi Rajiv Gandhi 
Camp, 

Chanakyapuri 

2021 Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

15 72 No. Families received 
just a verbal 
assurance of 
resettlement 

9 Delhi Delhi Wazirabad Colony October  Removal of people 
QN[NSL�ѢNQQJLFQQ^ѣ� 

- - Not known  

10 Delhi Delhi Chilla Khadar September  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

60 288 No 

11 Delhi Delhi Dhobi Ghat near 
Batla House 

August  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

26 125 No 

12 Delhi Delhi Madanpur Khadar July  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
settlements 

56 269 No. Families have 
been living in 

temporary shelters 
near the previous site. 

13 Delhi Delhi Sultanpuri July Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

100 450 No. Three families are 
living at the same site, 
while others are living 

on rent. 
14 Delhi Delhi Usmanpur June Removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYX�ѣ 
20 96 No 

15 Delhi Delhi Urdu Park June  City beautification 13 62 No 

16 Delhi Delhi Madanpur Khadar March 7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
settlements  

63 300 No. Families have 
been living in 

temporary shelters 
near the previous site. 

17 Delhi Delhi Mansarovar Park, 
near the Shri 
Nanak Niwas 
Gurudwara 

March Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

35 168 No 
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18 Delhi   Delhi Usmanpur March Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

70 336 No 

19 Delhi Delhi Yamuna Khadar February  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

20 96 Not known 

20 Delhi Delhi Near Shastri Park February  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

150 720 A few of the affected 
families received 

compensation, while 
others gone back to 
their native villages 

21 Gujarat Ahmedabad Vadaj December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

225 1080 Only 87 families 
allotted alternative 
accommodations in 

Chandkheda  
22 Gujarat Surat Mochi Ni Chali December  Removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 
- - No 

23 Gujarat Ahmedabad Juhapura June  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
constructions 

130 624 Not known 

24 Gujarat Surat Valmiki chawl, 
Rampura 

January  To remove 
dilapidated houses 

90 432 Yes. Affected families 
relocated in different 

parts of the city  
25 Haryana Karnal Barsat Road in 

Gharaunda 
December  Removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 
- - Not known 

26 Haryana Gurugram Sohna Chowk December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

100 480 Not known 

27 Haryana Gurugram DLF Phase 3  November  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
structures 

215 1032 Not known 

28 Haryana Gurugram Sector 56, Banjara 
market 

October Clearance of land of 
the Haryana Shahari 
Vikas Pradhikaran 

250 1200 No 

29 Haryana Gurugram Nathupur Village October  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

50 240 Not known 

30 Haryana Faridabad Sanjay Nagar 
Basti 

September  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

450 2160 Not known 

31 Haryana Gurugram Sector 5 September  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

55 264 Not known 

32 Haryana Gurugram Nathupur Village 
near DLF Phase-3 

September  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

- - Not known 

33 Haryana Gurugram Chakkarpur and 
Sikanderpur area, 
behind the marble 
market, MG Road 

June Land clearance  for 
the development of 

an urban forest  

60 288 Not known 

34 Haryana  Gurugram Sector 52 March Clearance of land of 
the Haryana Shahari 
Vikas Pradhikaran 

following a ruling of 
the Punjab and 

Haryana High court 
in a dispute 

pertaining to land 
ownership 

20 96 Not known 

35 Haryana Gururgam Saraswati Kunj 
colony located 
along the Golf 
Course Road 

February  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
colonies  

200 960 Not known 

36 Haryana Faridabad Sector 20-A January  Clearance of land of 
the Haryana Shahari 
Vikas Pradhikaran 

100 480 Not known 

37 Jammu and 
Kashmir 

Bandipora  Shahgund Village, 
Hajin area 

February  Land clearance  7 34 No 

38 Jammu and 
Kashmir   

Bathindi Sunjwan village January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

3 14 No  

39 Jharkhand  Jamshedpur Khasmahal, 
Parsudih 

March Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

42 200 Not known 



40 Jharkhand Jamshedpur Golpahadi in 
Parsudih and 

Sundernagar area 

March  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

- - Not known 

41 Jharkhand  Ranchi Kathar  Gonda and 
Sarvar Nagar, near 

Kamke Dam 

February  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�

along the catchment 
areas of the dam 

40 192 No 

42 Karnataka  Puttur Near Darbethadka 
school 

July  Land clearance 1 5 Not known 

43 Karnataka Bengaluru Agrahara 
Dasarahalli  

February  Removal of 
ѢZSFZYMTWNXJIѣ�

people living illegally  

17 82 No 

44 Karnataka Bengaluru Krishnappa 
Garden, New 
Thippasandra 

ward 

January  Clearance of land 
following an order of 
the Karnataka High 

Court  

80 384 No. 

45 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Khandwa Along the banks of 
Doodh Talai lake 

July  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

- - Not known 

46 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Ratlam Dhodhar Village Since 
September 

Land clearance 247 1186 Not known 

47 Maharashtra Pune Hadapsar October  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

- - Not known 

48 Maharashtra  Navi Mumbai Near Gavdevi 
Temple in  Sector 

10,   Nerul  

October  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

- - Not known 

49 Maharashtra Mumbai Bandra Bandstand October  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
structures  

100 480 Not known 

50 Maharashtra Aurangabad Hut No. 216, Near 
Harsul 

August  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

7 34 Not known 

51 Maharashtra Borivali Chikuwadi July  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

45 216 No 

52 Maharashtra Mumbai Siddharth basti, 
Andheri 

February  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

50 100 No 

53 Odisha Bhubaneswar VSS Nagar  August  Land clearance  4 19 No 

54 Odisha  Berhampur Areas under Ward 
No. 18, including, 
Phulasundari and 
Kapileshwar Road 

July Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

46 180 Only a few affected 
families received 

alternative housing. 

55 Odisha Kendrapada Raisarapur April Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

1 5 No 

56 Odisha Bhubaneswar Sainath Basti  March  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

24 115 No 

57 Odisha  Bolangir Along  Karngakata 
pond 

February  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�FSI�

city beautification 

154 739 No 

58 Odisha Bhubaneswar Tarini Slum, 
Chandrasekharpur 

January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

69 331 No 

59 Odisha Bhubaneswar Arabinda Nagar 
Slum, 

Chandrasekharpur 

January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

138 662 No 

60 Odisha Bhubaneswar Maa Tarini Basti, 
Damana 

January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

207 994 Only 179  families 
received alternative 

accommodation; 
others made their own 

arrangements 
61 Odisha Bhubaneswar Unit-28, Goutam 

Nagar  
January Removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 
1 5 No. The Odisha High 

Court has ordered 
BMC to pay 

compensation 
62 Punjab Ludhiana New Model Town 

in Zone D 
April 7JRT[FQ�TK�Ѣ.QQJLFQѣ�

construction 
25 120 Not known 

63 Punjab Ludhiana Near Rose Garden January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYѣ 

50 240 Not known 

64 Rajasthan Jaipur Rawan Gate near  
Vidhyadhar Nagar 

May Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYX�ѣ 

200 960 No 



65 Rajasthan Dungarpur   2021 Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

177 850 No 

66 Tamil Nadu Chennai Thangavel Street 
in Valluvar Kottam 

December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ� 

77 370 Yes. Affected families 
received alternative 
housing in KP Park 

67 Tamil Nadu Coimbatore Alameen Colony, 
Ukkadam 

January  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

26 125 Only nine families 
received houses in 

Selvapuram 
Kallamedu 

68 Tamil Nadu Coimbatore Along the 
Selvampathy tank 

bund on 
Sundapalayam 

Road 

January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

141 677 Yes. Affected families 
received houses in 

Kovaipudur 

69 Tamil Nadu Chennai Thangavelu Street, 
T. Nagar 

January Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�

from the poramboku 
land (land outside 

the revenue records) 

77 370 Not known 

70 Telangana Hyderabad Basavataraka 
Nagar in 

Gachibowli 

December  To vacate 
government land 

200 960 Not known. 150 
families are seeking 

2BHK houses  
71 Telangana Hyderabad Phool Bagh Basti December  Removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 
- - Not known 

72 Telangana Near 
Kothagudem 

Railway Station 

Medhara Basti 
colony 

July  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�

following an order of 
the High Court for 

the State of 
Telangana  

120 576 Not known. Families 
had been given 

temporary shelters in 
a government school 
in Patha Kothagudem 

73 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Ghaziabad Bhovapur February  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ 

25 120 Not known 

74 West Bengal Siliguri New Jalpaiguri  DS 
colony 

December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�TS�
land of the Indian 

Railways  

- - Not known 

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES DEMOLISHED/FAMILIES EVICTED  5593 -   

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE EVICTED  
(Using the Census 2011 average household size of 4.8 persons ў except where the exact number                                   

of affected people is known) 

- 29634   

II. EVICTIONS UNDERTAKEN FOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND OTHER PROJECTS 

S 
No. 

STATE/ 
UNION 

TERRITORY 

DISTRICT/CITY SITE OF EVICTION MONTH PURPORTED 
REASON FOR THE 

EVICTION 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

HOUSES 
DEMOLISHED 

(FAMILIES 
AFFECTED) 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 

RESETTLEMENT 
PROVIDED 

75 Andhra 
Pradesh 

Vijayawada Atmakur, 
Mangalagiri 

2021 Road widening  70 336 No  

76 Andhra 
Pradesh  

East Godavari 
District 

Five villages in 
Devipatnam 

Mandal 

February-
March  

Polavaram project 128 614 Yes. Affected families 
relocated to 

resettlement colonies. 
 

However, the 
resettlement is 

inadequate.  Families 
complain about lack 

of basic facilities. 
 

18 families in 
Seetharam Village 

INISѣY�WJHJN[J�
resettlement owing to 



lack of proper 
documents  

77 Assam Darrang Dhalpur villages in  
Sipajhar 

September  Clearance of land for 
the Gorukhuti 
Multipurpose 

Agriculture Project 

800 5000 No  

78 Bihar Patna Malahi Pakri October  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�KTW�
Metro Rail Project 

125 600 No 

79 Delhi Delhi Trilokpuri June Metro project 20 96 Yes. Families received 
flats. 

80 Gujarat Surat Along railway 
tracks 

August Surat-Udhna upto 
Jalgaon Third 

Railway Line Project 

500 2400 Not known 

81 Gujarat Ahmedabad Juhapura June  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
constructions, road 

widening, 
Ahmedabad Metro 
Rail Project, and 
Town Planning 
Development  

6 29 Not known 

82 Gujarat Ahmedabad Fathewadi, 
Juhapura 

April  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
constructions, road 

widening, 
Ahmedabad Metro 
Rail Project, and 
Town Planning 
Development 

130 624 Yes 

83 Gujarat  Ahmedabad Shankar Bhuvan , 
Shahpur 

March-April  Construction of a 
metro station 

150 720 Yes 

84 Gujarat Ahmedabad Opposite Sardar 
Patel Stadium, 

Motera  

March Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�KTW�

the Ahmedabad 
Metro Project work 

following a 2020 
Gujarat High Court 

order  

69 331 No 

85 Gujarat Panchmahal Pavagadh hill, near 
the Kalika Mata 

temple 

March  Temple renovation 
and facelift as a part 

of the Gujarat 
Pavitra Yatradham 

Vikas Board projects 

400 1920 No 

86 Gujarat Ahmedabad JP ni Chali, 
Sabarmati area 

March Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
Bullet Train project 

70 350 No 

87 Gujarat Ahmedabad Different areas in 
Juhapura  

January  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQѣ�
constructions, road 

widening, for the 
Ahmedabad Metro 

Rail Project, 
andTown Planning 

Ѣ)J[JQTURJSYѣ 

30 144 No 

88 Haryana Gurugram Sector 9 March  Clearance of land of 
the Haryana Shahari 
Vikas Pradhikaran 

meant for the 
construction of a 

school 

350 1680 Not known 

89 Haryana Gurugram Sector 52, 
Wazirabad 

March  Clearance of land for 
the construction of a 

stadium  

2,500 12000 Not known 



90 Haryana Gurugram Sector 15 March Road construction  4 19 Not known 

91 Haryana Faridabad Along Delhi-
Vadodara- 
Mumbai 

Expressway (NH-
128NA) 

January  DND-Faridabad-KMP 
interchange section 

construction  

500 2400 Not known 

92 Karnataka Bengaluru Doddabettahalli, 
Somashettahalli, 
MedaAgrahara 

and Lakshmipura 
villages in  

Yelahanka Hobli  

August  Development 
Shivarama Karanth 

Layout 

32 154 No 

93 Karnataka   Mysuru Yadavagiri and 
Bamboo Bazar 

ѢXQZRѣ 

April Expansion of railway 
tracks  

200 960 Yes. Families received 
alternative housing in 
the old Kesare area 

94 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Ujjain Begum Bagh 
Colony, Mahakal 

temple area 

December  7JRT[FQ�TK�ѢNQQJLFQ�
MTZXJXѣ�KTW�YMJ�

expansion of the 
Mahakal temple area 

under the Smart 
Cities Mission 

project following an 
order of the High 
Court of Madhya 

Pradesh 

17 82 Not known 

95 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Ujjain Mahakal Tekri July Expansion of 
Mahakaleshwar 

Temple 

100 480 Only a few families 
received 

compensation 
96 Maharashtra  Mumbai Diva in Thane October  Construction of 

railway overbridge 
and road-widening 

project 

120 576 Yes. Affected families 
have been allotted 

alternative housing in 
Padle Village which is 
8 km away from their 

current location. 
However, residents 

ITSѣY�\FSY�YT�XMNKY�IZJ�
to the distance issue 

97 Maharashtra Mumbai Near Mahalakshmi 
station on 

Keshavrao Khadye 
Road 

October  Construction of a 
flyover 

16 77  4SQ^�ѢJQNLNGQJѣ�KFRNQNJX�
have been 

rehabilitated  

98 Maharashtra  Mumbai Kurar in Malad July Construction of a 
metro station at 

Kurar after the High 
Court of Bombay 

ordered in favour of 
the Mumbai 

Metropolitan Region 
Development 

Authority 

15 72 Yes. Affected families 
received alternative 

accommodation 

99 Maharashtra  Pune Sagar Colony, 
Kothrud 

March Road widening  80 384 Not known 

100 Odisha Bolangir Pardhiapalli 
Village 

June Lower Suktel 
Irrigation project 

58 278 Affected families have 
received 

compensation  
101 Odisha Bhubaneswar Mahishikhal June Removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�FSI�
road widening 

90 300 No 

102 Odisha Cuttack Pilgrim Road Dasa 
Sahi along the 

Taladanda canal 

February ў
April  

Expansion of Sri 
Rama Chandra 
Bhanja (SCB) 

Medical college and 
Hospital 

500 2400 Yes. Affected families 
relocated to Balisahi. 

They received 
polythene sheds as 
temporary shelters, 
and allotted a land 

plot of 15/15 sq ft and 
a financial assistance 
of Rs 50,000 to each 
family, which families 
say is inadequate to 
construct a house  

103 Odisha Keonjhar Rugudi and Dhoba 
Kuchuda villages 

April Kanpur Mega 
Irrigation Project 

100 480 Families received 
compensation 



104 Punjab Ludhiana Along the Buddha 
Nullah, near 

Pavitar Nagar 
Bridge at Haibowal 

April Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�KTW�
laying sewer pipes 

under the 
rejuvenation of 
Buddha Nullah 

project 

19 91 Not known 

105 Punjab Ludhiana Opposite Chand 
Cinema  

August  Clearance of land for 
the installation of a 
static compactor 

25 120 Yes. Affected families 
allotted flats in 

Giaspura. 
However, families 

ITSѣY�\FSY�YT�WJQTHFYJ�
due to livelihood 

issue. 
106 Punjab  Ludhiana Gopal Nagar and 

Upkar Nagar, 
along the Buddha 

Nullah 

April Construction of a 
road along the nullah 
and and iron fencing  

22 106 Not known 

107 Rajasthan Jaipur Between 
Kartarpura Nullah 
and TonkPhatak 

Flyover, along the 
JaipurўDelhi 
railway line  

2021 Road-widening 
project; order of the 

Rajasthan High 
Court [W.P. 

4783/2003], where 
general directions 

were issued for 
removal of 

ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�
from various roads 

in Jaipur 

250 1200 Only 34 families 
received houses in 
Govindpura  JDA 
Colony, Sanganer 

108 Rajasthan Jaipur Jhalana  2021 Road widening  59 283 Only a few families 
received 

compensation  
109 Tamil Nadu Coimbatore Ukkadam 

Dhobikana 
December  Ukkadam-Athupalam 

flyover construction 
96 461 Yes. Affected families 

received alternative 
accommodations  

110 Tamil Nadu Chennai Avvai Nagar, 
Kolathur 

December  Construction of a 
flyover and 

beautification of the 
area 

57 274 Not known 

111 Tamil Nadu Tiruchy Crawford September  Road expansion   10 48 Not known 

112 Tamil Nadu Coimbatore Along 
Krishnampathy 

tank 

July  Lake development 
work under the 

Smart Cities Mission  

68 326 Allotment orders had 
been given to 
residents for 

alternative houses at 
Kovaipudur; however, 
KFRNQNJX��INISѣY�RT[J 

113 Tamil Nadu Coimbatore Linganur, along 
Krishnampathy 

tank 

July  Lake development 
work under the 

Smart Cities Mission 

20 96 Allotment orders had 
been given to 
residents for 

alternative houses at 
Kovaipudur 

114 Tamil Nadu P.N. Pudur Gokulam Colony, 
Marudhamalai 

Road 

July Restoration of water 
bodies under the 

Smart Cities Mission 

75 360 Not yet. Families to 
get alternative 

housing  
115 Telangana  Karimnagar Ramakrishna 

Colony in 
Thimmapur  

September  Clearance of land for 
the  construction of 

2BHK houses  

- - Not known 

116 Telangana Siddipet Etigaddakishtapur 
Village  

July  Mallannasagar 
project 

44 211 Yes. Affected families 
have been shifted to 
the rehabilitation and 

resettlement Colony in 
Mutrajpally near 

Gajwel, 2BHK houses 
at Sangapur, and 

given a cheque of Rs 
7.5 lakh to each family 



117 Telangana Nalgonda  Modhugula thanda 
and Kapura 

thanda, 
Dharmacharla 

mandal  

2021 4,000-MW 
supercritical Yadadri 
Thermal Power Plant  

173 830 Yes. The state 
government has 

allotted empty plots to 
affected families.  

Six families did not 
get the rehabilitation 

package    
118 Telangana Siddipet Vemulaghat April  Mallannasagar 

project  
200 960 Yes. Families 

relocated to 
Mutrajpally 

119 Telangana - Pallepahad tanda 
in Toguta mandal 

2021 Mallannasagar 
project  

100 480 Families received 
compensation. About 

10 families did not 
receive compensation  

120 Uttarakhand  Chamoli Haat Village in 
Pipalkoti   

September  Vishnugad-Pipalkoti 
444 MW hydro 

project  

16 77 Not known. The issue 
of rehabilitation is 

pending in the High 
Court of Uttarakhand 

121 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Gautam Budh 
Nagar District 

Five villagesџ
Ranhera, Rohi, 
Parohi, Nagla 
Ganeshi, and 

Kishorpur  

July  Construction of the 
Noida International 
Greenfield Airport 

2,850 13680 Yes. Affected families 
relocated to houses 

constructed at Jewar 
'FSLFWѣX�WJMFGNQNYFYNTS�
and resettlement site. 

However, families 
complain about bad 

quality of houses and 
lack of water and 

sanitation facilities at 
the rehabilitation site.  

122 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Gautam Budh 
Nagar district 

Nagla Ganeshi June Noida International 
Greenfield Airport 

125 600 Not known. Families 
moved to rented 

houses in 
neighbouring villages  

123 Uttar 
Pradesh 

Varanasi Teliana railway 
line 

January  Smart Cities Mission 
project 

100 480 No 

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES DEMOLISHED/FAMILIES EVICTED  11432 0   

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE EVICTED  
(Using the Census 2011 average household size of 4.8 persons ў except where the exact number of                    

affected  people is known) 

  56189   

III. EVICTIONS UNDERTAKEN FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REASONS/PROJECTS AND FOREST AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

S 
No. 

STATE/ 
UNION 

TERRITORY 

DISTRICT/CITY SITE OF EVICTION MONTH PURPORTED 
REASON FOR THE 

EVICTION 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

HOUSES 
DEMOLISHED 

(FAMILIES 
AFFECTED) 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 

RESETTLEMENT 
PROVIDED 

124 Andhra 
Pradesh  

Kakinada Kullapadu Village 2021 Clearance of 
forestland   

60 288 Not known 

125 Assam Hojai Lumding Reserve 
Forest 

November  Clearance of 
forestland  following 

the Gauhati High 
Court order  

670 3000 A few families have 
left for their native 

districts, while some 
are living in temporary 

shelters roadside  
126 Assam Mangaldai Orang National 

Park and Tiger 
Reserve 

2021 Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�
from the Reserve 

10 48 Not known 

127 Assam Kamrup district Manahkusi Village, 
Hajo  

June Clearance of 
forestland   

20 96 Not known 

128 Assam Hojai Kakitila forest area June Clearance of 
forestland   

70 500 Not known 

129 Assam Karimganj  Patharkandi  June Not known 200 960 Not known 

130 Assam - Longai Reserve 
Forest area 

May -June  Clearance of 
forestland   

28 134 Not known 

131 Assam Udalguri district Runikhata forest  May Clearance of 
forestland   

- - Not known 

132 Assam Chirang  Karaibari Forest 
village  

May Clearance of 
forestland   

- - Not known 

133 Delhi Delhi Rangpuri Pahadi July Clearance of 
forestland   

15 72 Not known 



134 Delhi Delhi Yamuna Khadar April To protect the 
floodplains of the 

Yamuna from 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�

following an order of 
the National Green 

Tribunal [O.A. 
6/2012 and M.A. 

967/2013 & 
275/2014, Principal 

Bench 

50 240 Not known 

135 Delhi Delhi Kalka Stone Basti, 
Lal Kuan 

March Clearance of 
forestland 

20 96 No 

136 Haryana  Faridabad Jamai Colony September  Clearance of 
forestland 

200 960 Not known 

137 Haryana Gurugram Basai August Clearance of 
forestland  and 

restore green cover 

60 288 Not known 

138 Haryana  Gurugram Kadarpur August Clearance of 
forestland  and 

restore green cover 

50 240 Not known 

139 Haryana Faridabad Khori Village July  Following an order 
of the Supreme 
Court of India to 

clear 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�
from the Aravalli 

Forest 

15,000 100000 Ѣ*QNLNGQJѣ�KFRNQNJX������
yet to receive 

promised flats. The 
Supreme Court  has 

directed the 
authorities to give Rs 
2,000 to each families 

as monthly rental 
allowance till houses 

are constructed 
140 Jammu and 

Kashmir 
Srinagar Near Khushaal Sar 

lake 
October-

November  
Restoration of the 
Khushaal Sar lake 

95 456 No 

141 Jammu and 
Kashmir 

Shopian  Chotimarg area, 
Zampathri  

May Clearance of 
forestland  following 
an order of the  High 
Court of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh 

24 115 No.  

142 Karnataka - Nagarhole Tiger 
reserve 

March  Tiger 
conservation/eco-
tourism activities 

1250 6000 Not known 

143 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Damoh - November  Clearance of 
forestland 

8 38 Not known 

144 Madhya 
Pradesh 

Khandwa Negaon-Jamniya) July Removal from 
forestland  

40 200 Not known 

145 Maharashtra  Thane Kalwa  August Clearance of 
forestland   

30 38 No 

146 Maharashtra Mumbai Charkop April  Conservation of 
mangroves 

250 1200 Not known 

147 Maharashtra  Mumbai Chheda Nagar, 
Chembur 

February  Conservation of 
mangroves 

450 2160 Not known 

148 Punjab  Ludhiana Near Chand 
Cinema area 

May Development of 
green belt area 

50 240 Not known 

149 Tamil Nadu  Coimbatore Anamalai Tiger 
Reserve 

December  Removal from land 
not allotted to tribal 

families  

23 110 Yes. Resettled at the 
allotted land. 

150 West Bengal Siliguri South Bagha Jatin 
Colony 

December  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�TS�

the banks of the river 
Mahananda 

following an order of 
the National Green 

Tribunal  

30 144 Not known 

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES DEMOLISHED/FAMILIES EVICTED  18703 0   

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE EVICTED  
(Using the Census 2011 average household size of 4.8 persons ў except where the exact number                                  

of affected  people is known) 

  117623   

IV.  EVICTIONS UNDERTAKEN FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT 



 

S 
No. 

STATE/ 
UNION 

TERRITORY 

DISTRICT/CITY SITE OF EVICTION MONTH PURPORTED 
REASON FOR THE 

EVICTION 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

HOUSES 
DEMOLISHED 

(FAMILIES 
AFFECTED) 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 

RESETTLEMENT 
PROVIDED 

151 Delhi Delhi Ramesh Park and 
Lalita Park 

July  Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�
from the Yamuna 

floodplains 

350 1680 No 

152 Jharkhand  Ranchi In different 
locations including 
along the banks of 

Harmu River, 
Kanke Dam, and 

Hinoo River 

July Removal of 
ѢJSHWTFHMRJSYXѣ�

along water bodies 
following an order of 

the High Court of 
Jharkhand  

33 158 Not known 

153 Maharashtra  Pune Along Ambil Odha 
near Dandekar 

Bridge 

June  Widening of the 
Ambil Odha stream 
to prevent flooding 

130 624 Not known. The state 
government to provide 

temporary 
accommodation to the 
affected families and 

permanent houses 
later 

154 Tamil Nadu Chennai Near Egmore 
railway station 

October  Removal drive ahead 
of the northeast 

monsoon 

60 288 Yes. Affected families 
allotted houses in KP 

Park.  
155 Tamil Nadu Chennai Radhakrishnan 

Nagar in 
Arumbakkam 

July  Integrated Cooum 
River Eco-

Restoration Project 

130 624 Only 94 families 
received houses in KP 
Park near Pulianthope 

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES DEMOLISHED/FAMILIES EVICTED  703 0   

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE EVICTED  
(Using the Census 2011 average household size of 4.8 persons ў except where the exact number                                 

of affected people is known) 

  3374   

V.  EVICTIONS UNDERTAKEN FOR OTHER REASONS 

S 
No. 

STATE/ 
UNION 

TERRITORY 

DISTRICT/CITY SITE OF EVICTION MONTH PURPORTED 
REASON FOR THE 

EVICTION 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

HOUSES 
DEMOLISHED 

(FAMILIES 
AFFECTED) 

APPROXIMATE 
NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE 

RESETTLEMENT 
PROVIDED 

156 Jammu and 
Kashmir  

Shopain  Rawalpora Village  March  Military operations  10 48 No 

157 Madhya 
Pradesh  

Ashok Nagar  Near Magadi Road 
toll gate 

May  Forced relocation to 
GJLLFWXѣ�HTQTS^ 

10 48 Not known  

158 Odisha Kalahandi Bhatapani and 
Dumerpani 

villages (Sahajkhol 
reserve forest), 
Koksara block 

July Village conflict 35 190 No 

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES DEMOLISHED/FAMILIES EVICTED  55 286   

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE EVICTED  
(Using the Census 2011 average household size of 4.8 persons ў except where the exact number                                  

of affected people is known) 

      

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSES DEMOLISHED/FAMILIES EVICTED IN URBAN AND RURAL INDIA IN 2021 36,486     

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE EVICTED IN URBAN AND RURAL INDIA IN 2021 
 

[Using the Census 2011 average household size of 4.8 persons ў except where the exact number of 
affected people is known. However, many families consist of more than 5 persons and many of the 

demolished structures housed more than one family.  
This total, is, thus, a conservative estimate] 

  2,07,106   
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com/article/cities/delhi/delhi-demolitions-jamai-colony-7494912/

50. ̨!ŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�ùāĿŋķĢŭĞāŭ�āłóũŋÖóĞāù�ĞŋŽŭāŭ̪̇�The Hindu̇�˗�`ÖłŽÖũƘ�ˑˏˑː̍��ƑÖĢķÖðķā�ÖŶ̆�ĞŶŶťŭ̆̓̓ƒƒƒ̍ŶĞāĞĢłùŽ̍óŋĿ̓łāƒŭ̓óĢŶĢāŭ̓
Coimbatore/corporation-demolishes-encroached-houses/article33523798.ece

51. ̨!ŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�āƑĢóŶŭ�ťÖƑāĿāłŶ�ùƒāķķāũŭ�łāÖũ�1ėĿŋũā�ŭŶÖŶĢŋł̪̇�The Hindu̇�ː˖�zóŶŋðāũ�ˑˏˑː̍��ƑÖĢķÖðķā�ÖŶ̆�ĞŶŶťŭ̆̓̓ƒƒƒ̍ŶĞāĞĢłùŽ̍óŋĿ̓
news/national/tamil-nadu/corporation-evicts-pavement-dwellers-near-egmore-station/article37033298.ece Also, Information 
received from Information and Resource Centre from the Deprived Urban Communities, Chennai.

52. ̨ˑ˓˖�ĕÖĿĢķĢāŭ�ĕũŋĿ��ũŽĿðÖĴĴÖĿ�Ŷŋ�ðā�ũāŭāŶŶķāù̪̇�The New Indian Expresṡ�˒ˏ�`ŽķƘ�ˑˏˑː̍��ƑÖĢķÖðķā�ÖŶ̆��ĞŶŶťŭ̆̓̓ƒƒƒ̍łāƒĢłùĢÖłāƗťũāŭŭ̍
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ŶĢĿāŭŋƩłùĢÖ̍ĢłùĢÖŶĢĿāŭ̍óŋĿ̓óĢŶƘ̓ũÖłóĞĢ̓ũĿó̟ðāėĢłŭ̟óķāÖũĢłė̟āłóũŋÖóĞĿāłŶŭ̟Ģł̟óĢŶƘ̓ÖũŶĢóķāŭĞŋƒ̓˗˓˕˔˕˖˓ˑ̍óĿŭ
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Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN)—based in New Delhi, India—works for the recognition, 

defence, promotion, and realization of the human rights to adequate housing and land, which involve 

gaining a safe and secure place for all individuals, groups, and communities—especially the most 

marginalized—to live in peace and dignity. Housing and Land Rights Network aims to achieve its 

goals through advocacy, research, human rights education and monitoring, and standard-setting– at 

the local, national, and international levels.
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Displacement Observatory’ in 2015. The Observatory monitors documents and responds to forced 

evictions across urban and rural India by aiming to assist affected communities with relief, redress, 

restitution, and access to justice, where possible.
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and magnitude of forced evictions and displacement across the country in the year 2021. It also 

includes an overview of instances of evictions documented from January to July 2022, including 

during India’s third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The report also documents the recent shifts to 

use demolitions to punish and dispossess marginalized communities.

Among other recommendations to provide justice and restitution of human rights, HLRN’s report 

calls for an immediate moratorium on evictions in India in order to protect lives and prevent further 

impoverishment of communities.

Housing and Land Rights Network hopes that this report will generate awareness on this state 

perpetuated human rights crisis; move the government to take action to end forced evictions; and, 

restore dignity and improve housing and living conditions of affected persons.
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