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Muslims poorer, less educated than Hindus. But their
kids more likely to survive till age 5
In ‘The Population Myth’, former CEC S.Y. Quraishi writes on how the Right-wing

has contributed to myths about India’s Muslim population.

S. Y. QURAISHI 17 February, 2021 12:22 pm IST

P olygamy is the practice of having more than one spouse at the same time. This
practice is outlawed in India, except for Muslims and some tribal communities,
as their customary laws permit it. At the very top of the misinformation campaign
is the propaganda that Muslims have multiple wives to have more children.

Muslims in the country are subject to the terms of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act of 1937 which is interpreted by the All India Muslim Personal Law Board.
But in a judgement of February 2015, the Supreme Court of India stated that ‘Polygamy
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was not an integral or fundamental part of the Muslim religion and monogamy was a
reform within the power of the state under article 25.’ This meant that although their
personal law permits Muslim men to have as many as four wives, the Supreme Court has
ruled that a Muslim’s fundamental right to profess Islam does not include the practice of
polygamy.

At the very centre of the debate around polygamy lies the belief that Islam encourages
polygamy, which eventually leads to population growth. The reality, however, is different.
There is only one verse in the Quran (Surah An-Nisa [4:3]).

The only study on the subject of polygamy ever done was by the Committee on the Status
of Women in India, 1974, which showed that polygamy as a practice was not just
exclusive to Muslims but was prevalent among all communities of India. In fact, it was
found that Muslims were the least polygamous among all the groups (Figure 4.3).
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Source: Towards Equality: Report of the Committee on the Status of Women in India, 1974, Ministry of Social
Welfare

Trends through three decadal Censuses, from 1931 to 1960, confirm that polygamy cuts
across all communities, is declining among all of them, and, most importantly, is least
among the Muslims (Table 4.15). The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 imposed a ban on
polygamy for Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains so it is quite possible that the numbers
have changed in the years and generations hence. However, the Report of the Committee
on the Status of Women in India, 1974, Ministry of Social Welfare was the last to look at
polygamous marriages in India.


Covaxin was 50% effective among health workers in 2nd wave, real-world study from AIIMS sho
Study published in Lancet Infectious Diseases journal assessed 2,714 hospital workers from AIIMS New Delh

https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/


11/24/21, 6:26 PM Muslims poorer, less educated than Hindus. But their kids more likely to survive till age 5

https://theprint.in/pageturner/excerpt/muslims-poorer-less-educated-than-hindus-but-their-kids-more-likely-to-survive-till-age-5/604329/ 4/11

Also read: Former CEC S.Y. Quraishi busts myths about Islam and family planning in his
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Incidence of Polygamous Marriages in India
There is an interesting dimension missed by everyone. Polygamy is not even possible in
India, as the number of women has been significantly lower than the number of men
throughout the seven decades under study, as shown in Table 4.16.

Source: Census data from above mentioned years

Statistically, therefore, no Indian man has even one full wife! Each has 0.9 of a wife.
Experts, in any case, are of the opinion that polygamy cannot lead to a high birth rate as
the number of polygamous men, however few, would result in an equal number of
unmarried men (who will not find wives). Another Indian study shows that the average
number of children from the second wife of Muslim men was only 1.78 as compared with
4.67 from the first wife. Thus, it is clear that the presumption of a high polygamy rate
among Muslims is unfounded and that polygamy is not a factor leading to high birth rate
among Muslims.
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Infant mortality rate
There is one area in which Muslims fare better than all other religious communities. In
India, Muslim children are more likely than their Hindu counterparts to survive to their
fifth birthday, despite Muslim parents being poorer and less educated on average than
Hindu parents. By age five, mortality among Muslims is about 18 per cent less than
among Hindus.29 In their 2010 article titled ‘The Puzzle of Muslim Advantage in Child
Survival in India’, Bhalotra et al. described this consistent pattern as the ‘puzzle of
Muslim advantage in child survival in India’. It was demonstrated that no factor –
education, wealth, family demographics, state trends, cohort effects, development
expenditure, village-level health services and health infrastructure – could explain the
Muslim mortality advantage that has existed since the 1960s. Health behaviours like
breastfeeding, antenatal care or even place of delivery had very little role to play in
explaining this disparity.

The only plausible explanation for the highest child sex ratio among Muslims could be
the emphasis of Islam on gender equality. The sacred text of the glorious Quran bears
witness to the fact that in Islam women are considered as vital to life as men. Men and
women are equal and therefore have similar rights and duties, as given in the Quran and
the Hadith:

‘Never will I waste the work of a worker among you, whether male or female, the one of
you being from the other.’
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(Al-Quran 3:195)

‘Observe your duty to Allah in respect to the women, and treat them well.’

(Prophet Muhammed’s last sermon) ‘Verily, women are the twin halves of men.’

(Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi) ‘And for women are rights over men similar to those of men over
women.’ 
 
(Quran, 2: 228)

Also read: If India can look after pregnant women so well, why are more under-5 kids
wasting & stunting

It is true that a Hindu-Muslim fertility differential persists in the demographic reality of
India. However, this is due to the relative backwardness of the Muslims in almost all the
factors that determine fertility behaviour, namely, literacy, income, access to services, etc.
Nor will this gap in fertility persist for a very long duration, as the fertility level of Indian
Muslims is steadily declining with improvement in literacy and living standards among
them. Religion is not as important in determining fertility levels as it is made out to be,
but factors like literacy level, age of marriage, exposure to mass media and economic
factors come together to determine the fertility levels of Indian Muslims.

If religion were the only factor, then it would become rather difficult to explain the high
unmet need for family planning among the Muslim community. The truth is, a
combination of these factors and their inter-relatedness is the cause behind the
relatively high fertility levels among Muslims. Lack of such an understanding could
result in religion bashing and even communal violence, given the existing conflicts
between competing religious groups like the Hindus and Muslims. It is, therefore,
imperative to understand that the presumption that Muslims’ relatively higher fertility
levels have their roots in Islamic theology, as well as the ‘anti-nationalist’ propaganda
against them, is completely baseless. They are merely a means to vilify the community
and a part of communal propaganda by some vested interests.
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This excerpt from The Population Myth: Islam, Family Planning and Politics in India has
been published with special permission from Harper Collins, and will be launched on
ThePrint’s SoftCover.

Subscribe to our channels on YouTube & Telegram

Why news media is in crisis & How you can fix it

India needs free, fair, non-hyphenated and questioning journalism even more as it faces multiple

crises.

But the news media is in a crisis of its own. There have been brutal layoffs and pay-cuts. The best of

journalism is shrinking, yielding to crude prime-time spectacle.

ThePrint has the finest young reporters, columnists and editors working for it. Sustaining journalism
of this quality needs smart and thinking people like you to pay for it. Whether you live in India or

overseas, you can do it here.

Support Our Journalism 

Recommended Content by theprint.in


Covaxin was 50% effective among health workers in 2nd wave, real-world study from AIIMS sho
Study published in Lancet Infectious Diseases journal assessed 2,714 hospital workers from AIIMS New Delh

https://www.youtube.com/ThePrintIndia/?sub_confirmation=1
https://t.me/ThePrintIndia
https://theprint.in/subscribe/
https://theprint.in/subscribe/
https://vdo.ai/?utm_medium=carousel&utm_term=theprint.in&utm_source=vdoai_logo
https://theprint.in/politics/sp-rld-seal-alliance-for-up-polls-jayant-chaudharys-party-could-contest-35-seats/770731/?utm_campaign=s-theprint-in&utm_medium=recirculation&utm_source=vdoai_carousel
https://theprint.in/defence/ak-203-rifle-deal-with-russia-finally-cleared-to-be-inked-when-putin-comes-calling-next-month/770625/?utm_campaign=s-theprint-in&utm_medium=recirculation&utm_source=vdoai_carousel
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/


11/24/21, 6:26 PM Muslims poorer, less educated than Hindus. But their kids more likely to survive till age 5

https://theprint.in/pageturner/excerpt/muslims-poorer-less-educated-than-hindus-but-their-kids-more-likely-to-survive-till-age-5/604329/ 9/11

VIEW COMMENTS

SP & RLD seal alliance for UP polls, 
Jayant Chaudhary’s party could contest 
35 seats

Get a free Public Speaking Class for your Child!
PlanetSpark | Sponsored

Born Between 1965-1990? Get ₹1 Cr Term Life Plan @ ₹503/month*.
COVID-19 Covered + No Medical Required
Term Life Insurance Plans | Sponsored

Book a FREE Coding Class For Kids In Grades 1-9
Courses from IIT & Harvard Team. Laptop/Desktop is mandatory.
CampK12 | Sponsored


Covaxin was 50% effective among health workers in 2nd wave, real-world study from AIIMS sho
Study published in Lancet Infectious Diseases journal assessed 2,714 hospital workers from AIIMS New Delh

https://theprint.in/politics/sp-rld-seal-alliance-for-up-polls-jayant-chaudharys-party-could-contest-35-seats/770731/?utm_campaign=s-theprint-in&utm_medium=recirculation&utm_source=vdoai_carousel
https://theprint.in/defence/ak-203-rifle-deal-with-russia-finally-cleared-to-be-inked-when-putin-comes-calling-next-month/770625/?utm_campaign=s-theprint-in&utm_medium=recirculation&utm_source=vdoai_carousel
https://www.planetspark.in/parents/c/start_desktop?utm_source=taboola&utm_source_info=PS_India_Lead_Open_Desktop_Master_Public_Speaking_V1&utm_campaign=PS_India_Lead_Open_Desktop_01102021&utm_medium=open&utm_content=Master_Public_Speaking_V1&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCXmVYohJGwtcjeuepR#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCXmVYohJGwtcjeuepR
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://termlife.policybazaar.com/?offerid=226&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&utm_term=theprint-english&utm_campaign=Term_Insurance_Desktop_India_Ageing_600x500&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCDz00ox9rB5b_Gr6Ba#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCDz00ox9rB5b_Gr6Ba
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://democlass.campk12.com/book-trial/generic-india/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F8e54b14f6145acf42b74b57872ad946f.jpg&utm_term=theprint-english&utm_campaign=New+-+CamK12+-+PAN+IND+-+D-v1LP&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCjh08oofPA_ZLa84jnAQ#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCjh08oofPA_ZLa84jnAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/


11/24/21, 6:26 PM Muslims poorer, less educated than Hindus. But their kids more likely to survive till age 5

https://theprint.in/pageturner/excerpt/muslims-poorer-less-educated-than-hindus-but-their-kids-more-likely-to-survive-till-age-5/604329/ 10/11

Born between 1975-1990? Check eligibility for 2Cr Term Plan
New Max Life Term Plan | Sponsored

4 BHK Premium Residences starting at ₹3.35 Cr*, Off Dwarka Expressway
Platinum Tower 4 BHK Premium Residences on Dwarka Expressway, Gurugram from ₹3.35 Cr*
ADANI REALTY Platinum Towers | Sponsored

Now A Term Plan Which Also Gives Your Premiums Back
Max Life Insurance | Sponsored

Used cars in high demand! Get Top Price for your Car
SellRight by Spinny | Sponsored

ThePrint

ThePrint

Covaxin was 50% effective among health workers in 2nd wave, real-world study from AIIMS shows
Study published in Lancet Infectious Diseases journal assessed 2,714 hospital workers from AIIMS New Delhi, who were most 
exposed to Covid and were primarily offered Covaxin.

1 year of UP anti-conversion law — 108 cases, chargesheet filed in 72, 'lack of proof' in 11
Within nine months of the UP ordinance being promulgated on 24 November 2020, at least 189 people had been arrested in 
connection with anti-conversion cases, police data shows.


Covaxin was 50% effective among health workers in 2nd wave, real-world study from AIIMS sho
Study published in Lancet Infectious Diseases journal assessed 2,714 hospital workers from AIIMS New Delh

https://www.maxlifeinsurance.com/term-insurance-plans/premium-calculator?utmCode=14230408&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Taboola_leads&utm_content=2Cr_Boman&utm_term=%7Bsite_doman%7D&utm_campaign=New+Max+Life+-+Term-+Leads+-+Desktop&utm_Theme=2Cr&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDShVYo9_efoo_GupQr#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDShVYo9_efoo_GupQr
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%203:
https://www.adanirealty.com/platinum-tower?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=PlatinumTowers&utm_term=brand&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDNrUkokLqDlofb15WZAQ#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDNrUkokLqDlofb15WZAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:
https://www.maxlifeinsurance.com/term-insurance-plans/get-quote?utmCode=14230408&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Taboola&utm_campaign=Max+Life+-+Term+-+English+-Desktop+-+RON+-+Low+Bid&utm_content=TROP_PiggyBank&utm_term=theprint.in&utm=BKROP&utm_theme=TROP&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyC5tk8okei-j6_0p4qSAQ#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyC5tk8okei-j6_0p4qSAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:
https://www.spinny.com/sell-used-car/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=partnerships&utm_campaign=Taboola_Sell_lead&utm_content=Taboola_Sell&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCniVYowfjMj6DUvrOSAQ#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCniVYowfjMj6DUvrOSAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%205:
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/
https://theprint.in/india/1-year-of-up-anti-conversion-law-108-cases-chargesheet-filed-in-72-lack-of-proof-in-11/770763/
https://www.maxlifeinsurance.com/term-insurance-plans/premium-calculator?utmCode=14230408&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Taboola_leads&utm_content=1Cr_Boman_BornBtw&utm_term=theprint.in&utm_campaign=New+Max+Life+-+Term-+Leads+-+Desktop&utm_Theme=1Cr&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDShVYomuKd9J3Dua1V#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDShVYomuKd9J3Dua1V
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/


11/24/21, 6:26 PM Muslims poorer, less educated than Hindus. But their kids more likely to survive till age 5

https://theprint.in/pageturner/excerpt/muslims-poorer-less-educated-than-hindus-but-their-kids-more-likely-to-survive-till-age-5/604329/ 11/11

New Max Life Term Plan | Sponsored

Secure your family with All New Max Life Term Plan today

Max Life Insurance | Sponsored

Great Learning | Sponsored

Term plan which returns your premium free of cost~1

Online Master's Degree in Data Science
Grow your data science career with a MS degree from Northwestern University.

ThePrint

ThePrint

Now sleeping longer than 6.5 hours a night associated with cognitive decline

Farm laws repeal wasn't about UP, Punjab elections. The answer lies in what Savarkar wrote

Term Life Insurance Plans | Sponsored

1 Crore Term Plan + Regular Monthly Income @ Rs 490/month*.


Covaxin was 50% effective among health workers in 2nd wave, real-world study from AIIMS sho
Study published in Lancet Infectious Diseases journal assessed 2,714 hospital workers from AIIMS New Delh

https://www.maxlifeinsurance.com/term-insurance-plans/premium-calculator?utmCode=14230408&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Taboola_leads&utm_content=1Cr_Boman_BornBtw&utm_term=theprint.in&utm_campaign=New+Max+Life+-+Term-+Leads+-+Desktop&utm_Theme=1Cr&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDShVYomuKd9J3Dua1V#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDShVYomuKd9J3Dua1V
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%207:
https://www.maxlifeinsurance.com/term-insurance-plans/premium-calculator?utmCode=14230408&utm_source=Impact&utm_medium=Taboola&utm_content=TROP_Boman&utm_term=theprint.in&utm_campaign=%7BCampaign_name%7D&utm_theme=TROP&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyC5tk8o_rHco_X0j66rAQ#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyC5tk8o_rHco_X0j66rAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%208:
https://www.greatlearning.in/northwestern-university-masters-data-science?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=theprint.in&utm_campaign=MSDS_6Cities_RON_Desk&title=3044708976&platform=Desktop&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDKllIosIW1q-jY05Bf#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyDKllIosIW1q-jY05Bf
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%208:
https://theprint.in/science/now-sleeping-longer-than-6-5-hours-a-night-associated-with-cognitive-decline/769468/
https://theprint.in/opinion/farm-laws-repeal-wasnt-about-up-punjab-elections-the-answer-lies-in-what-savarkar-wrote/770390/
https://termlife.policybazaar.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&utm_term=theprint-english&utm_campaign=Term_Insurance_Desktop_India_Akshay_IncomeAbove10Lac_600x500&tblci=GiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCDz00o8cTLiJzutJi4AQ#tblciGiDTXdNg9mpUOy1o8SNgfeQW0XVeFwopJQ8bbKgUZi-fmyCDz00o8cTLiJzutJi4AQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=theprint-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%2010:
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/
https://theprint.in/health/covaxin-was-50-effective-among-health-workers-in-2nd-wave-real-world-study-from-aiims-shows/770569/

